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Attendees:-  

 

Councillor S Press (Chair) 

Councillor B Collins 

Councillor S Sweeney 

Councillor J Booth 

Councillor D Young 

Councillor C Potter 

P Warhurst 

C Murray 

 

 

 

Richard Spensley (Programme Manager, Corporate Projects) 

Yatin Mistry (Project Manager, Corporate Projects) 

Andrew Pitts (Head of Service, Neighbourhoods) 

Robin Tuddenham (Director, Communities and Service Support) 

 

Dr Lindsay Smales (Todmorden NP Steering Group) 

 

 

Members of the Public 

 

Welcome & apologies:- 

  

Apologies were received from Mark Thompson, Kate Thompson, Simon Brearley, Cllr A Hollins, Cllr S 

Booth & Jane Shackleton.   

 

 

Agreement of minutes – 5
th

 April 2016 

 

Agreed.  

 

Action: For accuracy, YM to reword statement relating to open space at Cinderhill Mills. 

 

 

Matters Arising 

 

Todmorden Station 

Members requested Mary Farrah to attend the next Board meeting (4
th

 October) to provide an 

update. 

 

Action: Mary to attend next Board meeting (4
th

 Oct). 

 

Water Street Pedestrianisation 

Members requested that greater headway is made by Highways to progress the scheme, including 

acquiring the additional resource to develop the detailed designs for the scheme. 

 

Cinderhill Mills 

Planning is waiting for submission of a second application by developer. 

 

Finance 

It was tabled by Cllr Collins that the EIP (Economy & Investment Panel) has allocated a total sum in 

the region of £800,000 across the 6 Development Boards. This will give the Todmorden 

Development Board approximately £120,000 further to its budget. The process to use any of these 

funds will require authorisation from the EIP. 

 

 

Neighbourhood Plan (Dr Lindsay Smales) 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan timeline was distributed and discussed, including initial community 
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engagement workshops which have had a very positive response (eg. 200 people attending weekend 

events). A ‘Survey Monkey’ site has also been available since April 2016. Consultations will continue 

into autumn.  

 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan is anticipated to be published by Christmas 2016 for further 

comment. Planning consultants have also been engaged to facilitate this process including the 

referendum. 

 

The key strategy areas that emerged from the initial community workshops were highlighted. 

 

Pam Warhurst observed that engagement is very important and has been positive so far. PW 

suggested that a parallel forum for young people who may not be eligible to take part in the 

referendum should be instigated to ensure their views are properly captured and reflected. 

 

Cllr Press – noted that the key strategy areas should align with the Council’s planning policies 

contained in the emerging Local Plan.  

 

Cllr Sweeney – highlighted concerns with the practicality of small scale residential development and 

having different designs. They will need to be innovative and sustainable. 

 

Dr LS – observed that people like good quality, well designed small scale infill residential 

development, including affordable housing. 

 

Cllr Collins –stated that there are no proposals to build large scale housing developments in 

Todmorden’s green belt areas.  

 

Cllr Press – confirmed that Local Plan proposals are to allocate approximately 500 houses in the area 

over a period until 2032.   

 

 

Academy of Urbanism Award (Kirsten Fussing) 

 

Todmorden has be shortlisted for ‘The Great Town’ award category together with; 

- Blackpool, Lancashire 

- Clonakilty, County Cork 

 

The award winner is to be announced and presented in November 2016. 

 

 

Lidl - Halifax Road / Hope Street 

YM provided an update:  

• Ongoing discussions with Highways about the scheme. 

• Planning is reviewing the retail impact information provided by the agent. 

 

Members raised concerns about the fencing which has still not been repaired. 

 

Action: AP to pursue with Planning   
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Aldi - Burnley Road (Abraham Ormerod/ former cinema) 

YM provided an update:  

• Planning committee has approved the planning application. 

• Details are available on the Council’s website. 

 

A discussion took place regarding Aldi’s enhanced development proposal. 

  

Pam Warhurst – suggested that a joined up approach is required to consider the future needs of 

children and young people in the town and that an associated holistic approach is adopted with 

regard to the management of the public estate to help facilitate.  

 

RT – agreed that such an approach is sensible and should be developed to include other public assets 

and not just the Council Buildings. 

 

The Board agreed that it would like to review any service/estate management options before 

making a decision at the next Board meeting (4
th

 October).  

 

Actions: RT to take a lead on identifying and developing options for presentation at the next Board 

on 4
th

 October.   

 

 

Rose Street/Bramsche Square  

RSp provided an update including summarising the two comments received on the draft 

Development Brief: 

- Cllr Potter – scope of the brief encompassing parking areas 

- Dr Lindsay Smales – encouraging proposals that incorporate the community garden  

 

Cllr Sweeney – noted that the wider area is required to encourage development. 

 

RSp currently refining the Development Brief to reflect the comments received and requested a 

meeting to assist with finalising and approving the document to ensure progress is maintained. The 

Board agreed for the following members to be invited to a one-off meeting in the next couple of 

weeks: 

- Cllr Press 

- Cllr Potter 

- Cllr Sweeney 

- Pam Warhurst 

- Simon Brierley 

 

Actions: RSp to arrange a one-off meeting to finalise and approve the Development Brief. 

 

AOB 

 

Town Hall Working Group  

 

AP provided an update  

 

Town Hall 

Updates:  
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- Vision to make it more attractive to users 

- Progress has been made with small scale items 

- Corridor complete – lighting and pictures 

- Room C complete – KF team & Touch Down Point 

- Windows Cleaned - £90 

- Heritage project underway – HLF bid to be submitted 

- External doors to be done 

- Art Council Bid – Community Art Gallery 

 

Bandstand 

A range of improvement options were summarised ranging from remedial works to the existing 

structure or a comprehensive refurbishment incorporating modern improvements to vulnerable 

areas (eg. the void beneath the bandstand). A feasibility study is to be carried out to explore the 

options. 

 

Centre Vale Park 

An earlier flood elevation scheme did not perform as designed because underground pipe work had 

been damaged. The Environment Agency has since repaired all pipework at its own cost and has 

provided the Council with guidelines including the management of on-site events to avoid future 

damage.  This includes:  

- Weight and compaction with the use of track-way (load spreaders). 

- Not to hammer pegs/stakes into the ground. 

 

AP met with carnival organiser to ensure guidelines are complied with to avoid damage. Park is open 

for business to large scale events. 

 

Tod Market Roof 

 

Cllr Collins provided an update: 

- Apologised that work to progress tendering earlier in the year was delayed due to the 

exceptional events caused by the recent flooding which diverted staff resources. 

- The tender exercise is now being progressed with completion planned for next year.  

- A press release is now being prepared including highlighting the reasoning for delays. 

 

 

Date of next meeting:- 

 

Tuesday 4
th

 October 2016, 5 – 7pm Committee Room A, Todmorden Town Hall. 

 

 


