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Attendees:- 

 

Councillor J Battye 

Councillor J Booth  

Councillor S Booth 

Councillor A Hollis 

Councillor C Potter 

Councillor S Press 

Councillor S Sweeney 

(Chair) 

 

 

 

Claire Butler (Project Manager, Corporate Projects) 

Kate Thompson (Lead for Corporate Projects) 

Robin Tuddenham (Director, Communities) 

Welcome & apologies:-  

Apologies were received from Andrew Pitts, Mark Thompson and Cllr Collins. 

 

Agreement of minutes – 18
th

 August 2015 

Agreed. 

 

Matters arising 

 

Railway station access plans 

Cllr Hollis noted that representatives from Northern Rail / Metro had attended a recent Town 

Council Development Committee meeting and provided an update.  It was confirmed that Northern 

Rail do not have available funding for the proposed stairlift. 

Cllr Press noted that this project is outside the remit of the Development Board, and is being taken 

forward by a separate working group.   There have been a number of meetings and the group is 

looking at alternative funding options. 

Action: Working group to provide an update report to the Development Board and Town Council 

 

Canal works programme 

Officers reported that the Cycle City Ambition Grant programme is at feasibility stage.  When details 

of the programme are confirmed there will be communications and consultation at district and local 

level in line with the project’s own communications strategy. 

 

Installation of new heater for Town Hall lift 

Officers confirmed that the contractor has agreed to install a new heater at no charge, and an 

installation date is awaited. 

[Post meeting note: Installation date advised w/c 28
th

 September 2015] 

 

Legal process / next steps for the proposed Rose Street development 

Officers confirmed that an explanation of the process had been requested from the Council’s Head 

of Legal Services. 

 

Business & Tourism strategy 

Officers reported that a business briefing session has been arranged for 14
th

 October at Todmorden 

Town Hall.  The Board was asked if it wished to nominate a representative to speak at the session – 

Cllr Sweeney was proposed, and unanimously agreed. 

Action: Officers to circulate invitation details to the Board 

 

Water Street 

A draft letter for local stakeholders had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.   
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Action: Officers to update the correspondence to reflect Board members’ comments and issue 

 

Town Centre Railings Improvements 

Images of the proposed replacement railings were presented and noted. 

 

Todmorden Markets 

Action (c/f): Officers to draw up initial proposals for comment 

 

All other actions were covered by the main agenda items. 

Business & Community representation 

Officers confirmed that applications to join the Board had been received from 3 community and 

business representatives.   The applications had been circulated to the Board prior to the meeting 

for consideration. 

 

Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that all 3 applications be accepted. 

Action: Officers to confirm the appointments to the successful applicants and future meeting 

dates. 

 

It was noted that there is still a vacancy for 1 business representative on the Board.   

Action: Cllr Sweeney to raise this at the business breakfast on 14
th

 October 2015 

Todmorden College 

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting (27
th

 October 2015). 

Project Updates 

 

Rose Street  

Officers reported that the developer was continuing to work through feedback received from the 

Environment Agency and a further update had been requested before the end of September.   

 

It was reported that the other developer who had previously submitted an offer for the site had 

written to various parties confirming their continued interest and naming new retail partners.  It was 

understood that the Council’s Head of Legal would formally respond to this correspondence. 

Action: Officers to forward a copy of the email to the Board 

 

It was noted that a potential asset transfer of the site was to be discussed at the Town Council 

committee meeting on 16th September. 

 

The Board reviewed the quotation circulated at the previous meeting for removing the site 

hoardings, clearing the site and installing boulders to prevent vehicles driving across the site.  It was 

unanimously agreed that the quote be accepted and CAFM instructed to commission the works. 

Action: Officers to instruct the works 

 

Burnley Road (Abraham Ormerod / former cinema) 

The Board expressed disappointment that there were no further updates to report and requested 

that Asda confirm timescales for the proposed works. 

Action: Officers to escalate 

 

Halifax Road / Hope Street 

Officers reported that a planning application had been submitted for the site, but this had not yet 

been validated.  An initial EIA screening assessment had been required, which had shown that the 

proposed development is not EIA development. 
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Board members reiterated their previous requests for the mounds to be tidied, weeds to be cleared 

from the area between the new fencing and footpath and rubbish to be removed from within the 

site. 

Action: Officers to request the site owner to take action to address the appearance of the site 

 

Cinderhill Mills 

Officers reminded the Board that a Section 215 notice has been served and will come into effect 

from 21
st

 September to comply, following which the site owner will have 3 months to comply with 

the terms of the Notice.  Officers provided an update on the planning application for the site, in 

response to which Cllr Battye noted that the site agent believed they were still waiting for a 

response from the Council. 

Action: Officers to update the site agent 

Town Hall updates 

 

It was noted that the HLF Heritage Centre had officially opened on 11
th

 September 2015, and that 

the launch event and following Heritage Weekend of tours had been a great success.  Cllr Steph 

Booth has spoken to officers about the idea of a People’s History Museum for the town and this will 

be followed up with a separate meeting. 

Action: Officers (CB) to arrange meeting re People’s History Museum 

 

The Board requested a general update on the planned duration of the HLF project and associated 

funding. 

Action: Officers (CK) to provide an update for the next Board meeting 

 

Minutes of the last Working Group meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was 

confirmed that the well had been cleaned out (thanks to Andrew Pitts and the SCG team), and that 

the window cleaning and repainting of the external doors had been instructed.  The planned 

redecoration of the ground floor corridor and replacement lighting are to be completed by end 

October 2015.   

Action: Officers to progress the reinstatement of the Town Hall railings 

AOB 

None. 

Date of next meeting:- 

Tuesday 27
th

 October 2015, 5 – 7pm Committee Room A, Todmorden Town Hall 

 


