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Attendees:- 

 

Councillor J Battye 

Councillor S Booth 

Councillor A Hollis 

Councillor C Potter 

Councillor S Press 

Councillor S Sweeney 

(Chair) 

S Brearley 

C Murray 

J Shackleton 

 

 

 

Claire Butler (Project Manager, Corporate Projects) 

Kate Thompson (Lead for Corporate Projects) 

Andrew Pitts (Head of Service, Neighbourhoods) 

Welcome & apologies:-  

The three new Board members were introduced and welcomed.  Apologies were received from 

Robin Tuddenham, Mark Thompson, Cllr J Booth and Cllr Collins.  

 

It was noted that an additional application had been received, a copy of which had been circulated 

to the Board prior to the meeting.  After due consideration, the application was unanimously 

approved. 

Action: Officers to confirm to the successful applicant 

Agreement of minutes – 15
th

 September 2015 

Agreed. 

Matters arising 

Railway station access plans 

Cllr Press reported that the working group had had a positive meeting with Network Rail, at which 

Network Rail advised they were optimistic of installing a chairlift as an interim measure (5 years).  

The chairlift would be bookable by users in advance, similar to the model adopted elsewhere in the 

country.  Cllr Potter noted that luggage needed to be considered as part of the design of the chairlift. 

Cllr Battye noted that it was important to maintain dialogue at combined authority level, to ensure 

that discussions were joined up. 

Action: Comments to be fed back to the working group 

 

Business & Tourism strategy 

Cllr Press, Cllr Sweeney and Cllr Battye provided feedback on the business briefing session held on 

14
th

 October at Todmorden Town Hall.  It was noted that the event had been positive, and that it 

had been agreed to follow this up by linking to work being progressed by another group set up 

locally.  Calderdale Council officers had agreed to provide support. 

 

Water Street 

Officers recommended that proposals for Water Street should be included as part of a wider 

highways review of Todmorden town centre.  Board members felt that this approach would be 

welcomed by local residents as an opportunity to address other issues. 

Action: Highways officers to attend the December meeting to discuss proposals 

 

Rose Street 

It was confirmed that removal of the concrete slabs had been instructed, and was due to take place 

imminently.  Board members commented that the removal of the hoardings had otherwise been 

received positively. 

[Post meeting note: Concrete slabs removed w/c 2
nd

 Nov 2015] 



Todmorden Town Centre Development Board 
 

27th October 2015 
 

Page 2 of 4 
 

 

Officers reported that no formal correspondence had been received from McCarthy & Stone 

regarding the proposed development of the Rose Street site.  The Board expressed concern that the 

site did not appear to be progressing; officers confirmed that contracts had not been exchanged. 

Action: Director of Economy & Environment to write formally to McCarthy & Stone requesting a 

response by Tuesday 17
th

 November.  Item to be added to the agenda for the next meeting, with 

attendance required from the Director for Economy & Environment and the Head of Democratic & 

Partnership Services 

 

Cllr S Booth noted that a potential community asset transfer of the site was to be discussed at the 

Town Council’s Development Committee meeting on 28th October.  It was noted that the Town 

Council is currently developing a Neighbourhood Plan, which should be complete within the next 12 

months. 

 

All other actions were covered by the main agenda items. 

Todmorden Markets 

Officers tabled the following recommendations for the Board to consider: 

• Approx. 1/3 of the fixed stalls to be removed and replaced with more flexible “pop up” 

market stalls, in line with current market occupancy levels.   

• Fixed stalls to be retained adjacent to the Market Hall, with the option to create a covered 

canopy at the main entrance. 

• “Morecambe Bay” structure to be removed and the area levelled. 

• Possible locations for the “pop up” market stalls were considered. 

 

Board feedback was requested, and the following comments noted: 

• Would prefer to see “pop up” stalls located in the same location as currently. 

• Important that Bramsche Square area in front of the Market Hall remains open for 

loading/access and parking. 

• It was noted that the Town Council will be discussing new town signage at their next 

Development Committee, highlighting Todmorden’s market town heritage.  Todmorden 

Pride have produced a number of different signage designs for the Town Council to consider. 

 

Action: Item to be added as a single agenda item for a future meeting, to facilitate discussion.  

Proposals to be presented by the Markets Manager and any other relevant officers 

Todmorden College 

Officers provided a verbal update on the current condition and occupancy of the College building.  

Agreed to defer a more detailed discussion to the next meeting. 

Action: Officers to circulate report summarising the key points 

Other project updates 

 

Burnley Road (Abraham Ormerod / former cinema) 

Officers reported that ASDA is progressing details with a prospective demolition contractor.  This will 

allow ASDA to discharge the relevant conditions, which in turn will allow them to move to 

demolition.  Officers did not have any further update regarding the development planning 

application. 

Action: Officers to request 

 

Halifax Road / Hope Street 

Application 15/01029/FUL (Construction of Class A1 retail unit and flexible unit suitable for Class A1 
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(bulky goods)/Class B1/Class B8/Class D1 uses with car parking and servicing areas, access and 

associated works) has been registered; target date for decision is December 2015.   

 

Cinderhill Mills 

An officer from CMBC’s enforcement team attended site w/c 26
th

 Oct to review progress.  It was 

noted that one of the elevations had been improved, and although work had not yet commenced to 

the other elevations the landowner has until 21
st

 December 2015 to comply with the terms of the 

Section 15 notice.  

Action (c/f): Officers to check that the site agent is up to date 

Town Hall updates 

AP provided the following updates on behalf of the Town Hall Working Group: 

 

Town Hall priority plan 

• Ground floor corridor lighting and redecoration works are in progress; cleaning of all 

windows and redecoration of the external doors is also planned and officers are currently 

confirming the scope of these works. 

• The Communities team are scheduled to relocate to the Town Hall and Committee Room C is 

being refurbished to accommodate the team.   

• The Working Group has asked Council officers to consider the following additional items: 

1. Relocation of the John Fielden statue from Centre Vale Park to outside the Town Hall 

2. Repairing the pavements around the Town Hall 

3. Illuminating the external pediments and viaduct. 

Action: Cllr Battye asked that timescales be added to the Town Hall priority plan 

Cllr S Booth asked for the ground floor disabled WC to be escalated to a Stage 1 item. 

Action: Officers to provide costed proposals and timescales for the next meeting. 

Cllr Potter requested confirmation that the acoustic report for the Main Hall has considered 

suitability for speech. 

Action: Officers to confirm scope of acoustic report 

Heritage Centre 

• The Heritage Centre opened at the beginning of September, and it was confirmed that HLF 

funding is in place for 12 months.  A bank of volunteers has been created, which is part of 

ensuring the project’s sustainability. 

• It was noted that the Working Group has started to scope a narrative and illustrative vision 

for the Town Hall in readiness for the next stage.  Future funding requirements are being 

considered, but may require up to 10% match funding to be committed.   

People’s Museum  

• Three key aspects have been identified: (1) walking trails (2) oral history (3) display space.  

Cllr S Booth is meeting with the Antiquarian Society and walkers to sort out a walking route 

around the town.  Early discussion about locating a People’s Museum in the Town Hall, as 

this is seen as having a natural link to the Heritage Centre.   

Other updates 

• £700 was raised for the Town Hall from the Garage Sale Day in September. 

• The Natural History Museum in London are planning to replace their diplodocus skeleton 

(“Dippy”) with a blue whale in 2017/18 and are looking for 5 locations across the UK to 

relocate Dippy.  CMBC have submitted an expression of interest (with support from 

Manchester Museum, Manchester University and Eureka!) putting forward Todmorden 
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Town Hall and we should know by December if the submission has been approved to 

progress to Stage 2 (submission of a formal application). 

AOB 

Given the number of projects that are progressing, it was agreed that a financial tracker be added to 

the agenda as a standing item.  

Action: Officers to add as a standing item 

Date of next meeting:- 

Tuesday 8
th

 December 2015, 5 – 7pm Committee Room A, Todmorden Town Hall.  Apologies were 

received in advance from C Murray. 

 


