
Todmorden Town Centre Development Board 
 

8th December 2015 
 

Page 1 of 4 
 

Attendees:- 
 
Councillor J Battye 
Councillor J Booth 
Councillor B Collins 
Councillor S Booth 
Councillor A Hollis 
Councillor C Potter 
Councillor S Press 
Councillor S Sweeney 
(Chair) 
S Brearley 
J Shackleton 
P Warhurst 

 
 
Claire Butler (Programme Manager, Corporate Projects) 
Yatin Mistry (Project Manager, Corporate Projects) 
Mark Thompson (Director, Economy & Environment) 
Andrew Pitts (Head of Service, Neighbourhoods) 

Welcome & apologies:-  
P Warhurst was introduced and welcomed as a new Board member.  Apologies were received from 
Robin Tuddenham, Ian Hughes, Kate Thompson and Cynthia Murray.  
 

Agreement of minutes – 27th October 2015 
Agreed. 

Matters arising 
Railway station access plans 
Cllr Press noted that the planned working group meeting had been postponed, therefore an update 
on this item would be provided at the next Board meeting. 
Action: Update to be provided at the next Board meeting 
 
Cllr Hollis queried exactly where it was proposed to relocate the Fielden statue.  AP advised that 
options were still being considered whether to relocate the statue or keep it within Centre Vale Park. 
 
It was agreed that the following items would be added to the agenda for the next Board meeting: 

 Highways update 

 Todmorden Markets 

 Todmorden College 
 
All other actions were covered by the main agenda items. 

Rose Street 
Cllr Battye confirmed that the Town Council had submitted an application with Calderdale Council to 
register the Rose Street site as an Asset of Community Value, and therefore declared an interest on 
behalf of the Town Council representatives present. 
 
A paper had been circulated prior to the meeting and MT outlined the different development 
options available for the Rose Street site.  In response to various queries from Board members the 
following points were clarified: 

 If the Town Council’s application to register the Rose Street site as an Asset of Community 
Value is confirmed by CMBC, this would require CMBC to give the Town Council up to 6 
months to submit a “right to buy” bid.  However, this would not prevent CMBC considering 
other offers for the site nor would it give the Town Council the option to purchase the site 
for reduced value.  Further, designation as an Asset of Community Value does not restrict 
the potential site usage for community use only.  Ultimately CMBC is required to obtain best 
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value for any asset disposal.  SB suggested that a scoring matrix could be adopted, whereby 
price could be considered alongside other criteria such as benefits to the town. 

 There is no contract in place between CMBC and McCarthy & Stone. 

 If a new development brief were drawn up for the site, this would be consulted on publicly 
in advance of any tender process starting and before planning.   

 A new development brief would not prevent any party previously expressing an interest in 
the site from submitting a revised tender, including the Town Council.  All tenders would be 
considered equally against the requirements set out in the development brief.  The brief 
could comprise a mixture of price and quality criteria, so that offers are not solely 
considered on price. 

 The new development brief could be extended beyond the Rose Street site if desired.  The 
site boundary would need to be clearly shown within the development brief to avoid 
ambiguity.     

 
Following consideration, the Chair proposed that the option to draw up a new development brief for 

the site and invite submissions from interested bidders be accepted, as this would provide clarity 

and transparency for all parties and provide an opportunity for the Board and local community to 

input into the brief for the site.  Seconded by Cllr Press.  A vote was called and the proposal was 

unanimously approved. 

Action: Officers to draw up a draft development brief and circulate to Board members in advance 
of the next meeting for comments.  Item to be added to the agenda for the next meeting 
 

Other project updates 
 
Burnley Road (Abraham Ormerod / former cinema) 
No updates received. 
Action: Officers to request timescales for planned demolition works 
 
Halifax Road / Hope Street 
Application 15/01029/FUL (Construction of Class A1 retail unit and flexible unit suitable for Class A1 
(bulky goods)/Class B1/Class B8/Class D1 uses with car parking and servicing areas, access and 
associated works) has been registered. Likely to be considered Q1 2016. 
 
Cinderhill Mills 
The site owner has until 21st December to comply with the requirements of the Section 215 Notice. 
The main planning application is still pending consideration.  An amended site layout was received 
from the site agent w/c 7th December and is currently being considered by planning officers. 
 

Town Hall updates 
AP circulated a paper setting out the vision for Todmorden Town Hall.  The vision is about looking 
forward, with the Town Hall becoming: 

 An open and welcoming community hub - giving people a reason for going inside for 
facilities and services that they want to use 

 A focal point for the civic life of the town - housing the Town Council and staff from 
Calderdale Council 

 At the heart of the social life of the town - providing a quality venue for public events, 
concerts, exhibitions, meetings and celebrations 

 A Heritage Asset that local people can be proud of - building upon the success of the 
heritage resource centre and guided tours of the building  
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 A financially sustainable resource - generating sufficient levels of income and funding to 
guarantee its future. 

 
Some work has already started towards achieving this vision, however AP noted that additional 
funding will be required to realise the full vision for the building.  AP explained that the priority is to 
maximise use of the ground and first floors, however if funding was available to open up other areas 
of the building (basement, upper floor flat) then these could also be included. 
 
In response to queries about the practical operation of the building, the following were confirmed: 

 Plans would include accessible WCs at ground and first floor; 

 Kitchenette facilities would remain available at ground floor to support coffee mornings, 
meetings etc; 

 Important to retain suitable meeting spaces at ground floor. 
 
PW noted that there was an opportunity to link with plans for the Grade 1 Unitarian Church 
(contextual link around historic buildings in the town and heritage tourism).  It was agreed that plans 
for the Town Hall should complement other local initiatives where possible.   
 

Finance 
A copy of the latest finance tracker was tabled.  It was noted that delegated authority had been 
granted by Cabinet to spend up to £23k on Todmorden Town Hall projects and a further £50k for 
other projects recommended by the Board.  It was reported that circa £20k had been spent on 
Todmorden Town Hall during 15/16 and a further £5k on other projects. 
 
In response to queries from Board members, AP noted that he would be submitting a formal request 
to Todmorden Town Council in the New Year for a contribution towards the ground floor corridor 
works within the Town Hall; CB confirmed that specialist equipment had been required to remove 
the concrete slabs from the Rose Street compound site which was reflected in the removal costs. 
 
Elaine Wynne tabled a report requesting a contribution of £35k from the LAGBI funding for 
redecoration works to Todmorden Market Hall upper levels.  CMBC’s Economy & Investment Panel 
had approved £275k to be invested in roof repairs, and the additional funding would help to 
complete other works whilst scaffolding was in place.  The works would include the installation of PV 
glazing within the roof and cleaning out/opening up upper level spaces within the Market Hall.  It 
was anticipated that works would be carried out in Summer 2016, subject to a formal tender process 
and discussion with the Markets manager.  EW confirmed that CMBC was pursuing other funding 
sources, but these were limited because the building is owned by a local authority.   
Cllr Press proposed the item for approval; seconded by Cllr Hollis.  A vote was called and the item 
was unanimously approved. 
 
Andrew Pitts tabled a proposal received for illuminating the Town Hall and railway viaduct, including 
estimated capital and installation costs.  PW noted that other local organisations were looking into 
similar proposals and the Board agreed that it would make sense to join up the different projects.   
Action: AP to liaise with local groups and co-ordinate 

Meeting dates 2016 
Suggested dates had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was explained that dates post-May 
2016 would be checked once committee calendars for the new electoral year were known. 
Action: Officers to circulate Outlook calendar invitations 

AOB 
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It was noted that this was CB’s last meeting, and the Chair thanked CB for her support to the Board. 

Date of next meeting:- 
Tuesday 2nd February 2016, 5 – 7pm Committee Room A, Todmorden Town Hall. 

 


