
Neighbourhoods and Community Engagement Small Grants Panel 
 

4th Round Meeting 2014/15 
19th March 2015 

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 
 
Present:            Cllr D Young (Chair) Calderdale MBC 
 Cllr C Beal Calderdale MBC 
 Cllr M Greenwood  Calderdale MBC 
 Brian Mansfield Voluntary Sector Representative 

 Tony Burger CFFC Representative 
 Pauline Turner CFFC Representative 

 
Apologies:      Cllr R Thornber Calderdale MBC 
 Colin Cromack Voluntary Sector Representative  
   
In attendance: Sarah J Barker Calderdale MBC Neighbourhood Services 
 Steve Martin Calderdale MBC Neighbourhood Services 
   
 

 
 
 
Cllr Young welcomed Panel members and opened the meeting.  

 

 

The total amount available for distribution through the Small Grants scheme in 2014/15 is £72,000 
(including £2,000 from previous year’s non-claimed awards).   

This amount, if averaged across the four quarters of 2014/15 would make £18,000 available at 
each round. 

£1,137 was transferred to the Community Festivals & Events Fund to cover the overspend in 
round 2. £6,317 has been repaid to the Small Grant Scheme from previous awards underspent. 
£1,137 was transferred back from the Community Festivals & Events Fund following an injection of 
£15,000 to that Fund. 

On 28th November £3,000 was paid to Augustinians Cricket Club for legal costs associated 
with their lease. This award was agreed in February 2013 but was repaid in July 2014 due to 
delays in granting of planning permission. Planning permission has since been granted and 
the funds have been released to the organisation. This was done on Chair’s action. 

Round 4 has allocated £18,563 to Voluntary and Community groups and projects in 
Calderdale (please see item 4 for details of awards) through the Small Grants Scheme.  

This leaves completes the funding for this year. 

The total amount available for distribution through the Community Festival & Events Fund is 
£25,000.   

This amount, if averaged across the six rounds to April 2015 would make £4,167 available at each 
round. 

Following the £15,000 extra funding to the Community Festivals and Events Fund, this left 
£8,482 for the final round. 

1 Welcome & Apologies 

2 Financial Position 



Round 6 has allocated £9,475 to Voluntary and Community groups and projects in 
Calderdale (please see item 5 for details of awards) through the Community Festival & 
Events Fund. 

This represents an over spend of £993 which the Panel agreed should be taken from the 
first tranche of 2015/16 Community Festival Fund. 

The total amount available from the 2015/16 Community Festival & Events Funds is £50,000. 
£10,000 has been allocated for small community events associated with the Tour de Yorkshire. 
This Panel meeting has been delayed by a month in order to allow organisations to apply to the 
Fund. 

This initial round has allocated £6,957 to Voluntary and Community groups and projects in 
Calderdale (please see item 6 for details of awards) through the Community Festival & 
Events Fund to celebrate the Tour de Yorkshire. 

 
 
 
The notes of the last meeting were approved by the Small Grants Panel. 

 

 
 

HIGH 

2014/15/784 Heptonstall Village Team 

This new community group provides a social calendar of events of the older generation in 
Heptonstall, Hebden Royd & surrounding areas. They bring people together and help community 
cohesion.  

Recommendation – Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel decided to 
DEFER this application to a future round as this round is heavily oversubscribed and their 
activities are mostly after May; and signpost them to the Staying Well project micro grants scheme 
addressed isolation and loneliness among the elderly. 

2014/15/785 Cragg Vale Community Ltd 

This community organisation was incorporated in September 2008 with the aim of bringing people 
together to promote community involvement and enhance community spirit. Their work includes 
environmental improvements and information sharing. They were very active during last year's 
Grand Depart. They want financial support for installation of notice boards on the local heritage 
trail. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £2,700 towards the cost of installing notice boards on 
the local heritage trail. This is conditional on the applicant giving a commitment to maintain the 
boards over time. 

2014/15/791 Mixenden United Football Club 

This well-established community North Halifax football club seeks funding for equipment, kit and 
ground rental.  

Recommendation – The Panel decided to DEFER this application to a future round as this round 
is heavily oversubscribed, and there is no time urgency to this application. 

2014/15/794 Illingworth Junior RLFC 

This junior amateur sports club in based North Halifax is increasing in numbers so need more 
equipment. There are 7 junior teams, from U17 to U7, and three girls’ teams. They are a popular 

3 Notes of the last meeting and matters arising 

4 Small Grants Scheme Applications and Decisions 



club locally, but take children from all over Halifax and beyond. They have a strong coaching and 
personal social skills plan. 

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £2,700 towards the costs of tackling equipment. 

 

2014/15/795 51st Pellon Scouts 

This new Scout group was formed in November 2013, and has 25 members; it is known as the 
Muslim Scout group. They are seeking funds to provide various equipment for the young people 
to get more out of their scouting activities.  

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £2,700 towards the cost of purchasing various 
equipment for the group. The subsidised uniforms should remain the property of the group. 

2014/15/797 Sanskriti Halifax 

This new Indian cultural organisation, formed only a year ago, performs dancing, singing and 
music events; and runs sessions to teach people these skills. The classes are open to all. They 
also teach Indian languages. They have not yet confirmed a bank account. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £2,700 towards the cost of for room hire, costumes and 
music equipment. This is conditional on the applicant confirming their bank account details. 

2014/15/800 Sowood Women's Institute 

This new women's organisation seeks funding to help their growing membership: equipment and 
craft materials. They work in the community supporting good causes and reducing social isolation. 
Income is from members' subs and attendance fees.  

Recommendation – Cllr Greenwood declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel decided 
to DEFER this application to a future round pending further information regarding Women’s 
Institutes. 

 

MEDIUM 

2014/15/750 The Anchormen Drum & Bugle Corps 

This well-established marching band has a long term aim to establish a centre for music and the 
performing arts in Elland. Hitherto their constitution has not included this activity, so this 
application was deferred from August to address the issue. We now have a copy of a trust deed 
regarding the property which resolves the issue until constitution can be overhauled. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £1,250 towards the cost of new toilets in their building. 

2014/15/767 Lee Mount and Ovenden Events Committee 

This small voluntary community group organises an annual community fun event in Shroggs Park. 
The Small Grants Panel supported the event in 2011. This application was deferred from 
November pending a dissolution clause in their constitution - this has now been adopted and 
signed. 

Recommendation — The Panel awarded £1,200 towards the cost of hire of equipment, 1st aid 
cover and insurance. 



2014/15/781 Calderdale Industrial Museum Association 

A group of volunteers formed CIMA in 2011 to help with the museum's industrial collection. In 
2013 CIMA became a company limited by guarantee, and is applying for charitable status. They 
aim to refurbish, reopen & re-launch the museum to coincide with the new Library and refurbished 
Piece Hall in 2016. They need help with insurance until they reopen when they will receive 
entrance fees. The cost seems very high.  

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £1,500 towards the cost of insurance of the premises. 
This is conditional on CMBC licence being agreed and cheaper options investigated. 

2014/15/782 Overgate Hospice Choir 

This voluntary group was formed in 1991 specifically to support the work of Overgate Hospice 
through public performance of choral music. They perform 4 concerts a year along with other 
musical events. They have raised over £250,000 for the Hospice. They are seeking funds to hire 
Halifax Minster in October for Handel's Messiah, and hope the other costs will come from 
sponsorship etc. 

Recommendation – The Panel decided to DEFER this application to a future round as this round 
is heavily oversubscribed, and there is no time urgency to this application. 

2014/15/783 Helping Hands 

This local charity dates back to 1963 (as part of SCOPE) and now has an arms-length relationship 
with that national body. They run a day centre in Pellon providing activities for 24 people with 
learning and physical difficulties. Their income is over £10,000 and they employ paid staff. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £800 towards the cost of 12 month weekly exercise 
classes for their clients. 

2014/15/788 Rastrick Cricket Club 

This well-established cricket club is increasing in numbers and requires more equipment to allow 
them to train and play. Their income is over £10,000. 

Recommendation - Cllr Beal declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel awarded 
£1,500 towards the cost of additional training and safety equipment for young people. 

2014/15/790 Bradford Dragons Community Foundation 

Although based in Bradford, this is the only club offering basketball training in Calderdale. They 
are highly regarded and are already doing some work in Calderdale. It could give an opportunity 
for young people not currently on offer here. With an annual income of over £10,000 they are a 
MEDIUM applicant. Medals and certificates would not be eligible expenditure 

Recommendation – The Panel decided to DEFER this application to a future round as this round 
is heavily oversubscribed, and there is no time urgency to this application. 

2014/15/792 Todmorden Food Drop-in 

Based at St Mary's in Todmorden this group provides food parcels and advice for people in the 
upper valley. They seek funds for rent of a container, equipment, expenses and publicity 
materials. Their regular income is over £10,000 a year. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £1,100 towards the cost for rent of a container, 
equipment, expenses and publicity materials. 



2014/15/796 Northowram Methodist Church Pre-School 

This Pre-school has been going since 1992 and operates three mornings a week for about 30 2-4 
year olds. Annual income is almost £23,000 (most of which is fees) and they have paid staff - this 
is therefore MEDIUM priority. They seek funding for toys and play equipment and an outside tap 
following an OFSTED requirement. This is non-urgent. 

Recommendation – The Panel decided to DEFER this application to a future round as this round 
is heavily oversubscribed, and there is no time urgency to this application. 

2014/15/798 Calderdale Interfaith Council 

This application was refused last round as the organisation had been unable to provide monitoring 
information from two previous grants - they had been grey listed. They have since provided a 
coving letter explaining why this status should be removed as they have had a complete change 
of organisation. Officers argued that this application should be considered. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £413 towards the cost activities to bring communities 
together at a time when this is so important. This is conditional on the organisation providing 
monitoring information. 

 

LOW 

2014/15/786 Wadsworth Community Association 

The local group is very involved in the local community - they had a successful event around TdF 
last year (and funded from Festival fund - they received good publicity). Although this is a good 
project the Scheme doesn't allow for food to be purchased. They have received small grant before 
and annual income of over £10,000 so this is LOW priority. They could be funded by Public Health 

Recommendation – Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel decided that 
this application was unsuccessful, because this round is oversubscribed so the Panel can't fund 
this project as it is a low priority. The Panel recommended staff sign post them to alternative 
funding sources. 

 
 

INCOMPLETE/INELIGIBLE/WITHDRAWN 

2014/15/768 Field Lane All Residents Association (FLARA) 

This application was withdrawn. 

2014/15/787 Mytholmroyd Festival 

This new organisation wants to establish a spring festival which will differ from the Gala as it will 
be a traditional small village fete for all the community with only local producers and artisans 
whereas the Gala is a larger more commercial event and has suppliers from all over the country. 
They want to use the Festival as a vehicle to put Mytholmroyd on the map. The application is 
incomplete 

Recommendation –The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because it was 
incomplete despite requests for further documentation. 



2014/15/789 Woodhouse Lane Play Area Brighouse 

This application was withdrawn. 

2014/15/793 Aquaponics Lab 

The applicant is a trading name of Food Technology Lab Ltd which was formed in July 2014; they 
have no accounts but a 12 month forecast. They appear to have only two directors who are the 
only signatories - this is bad governance and should be addressed. It is doubtful whether £3000 
for training 6 people is good value. This application is ineligible. 

2014/15/799 Yorkshire Youth & Music 

This regional organisation became a registered charity in 1981, and offers music training and 
skills to children and young people in challenging circumstances. They have an annual income of 
£120K, and over £130K in unrestricted reserves; they have paid staff accounting for almost half of 
expenditure. On the application form they state they are not a voluntary, community or faith 
organisation - so this application is ineligible. 

2014/15/801 Cragg 15 

This application was withdrawn. 

2014/15/787 8th/26th Calder Valley Scouts 

This scout group meets at Todmorden Methodist Church and has been going for over 50 years. 
They are seeking funding to subsidise activities on this year's annual camp for scouts whose 
parents are on low incomes. Despite two requests the applicant has not provided a breakdown of 
what activities they are seeking to subsidise. 

Recommendation –The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because it was 
incomplete despites requests for further information. The Panel recommended they be signposted 
to other sources of funding. 

 

5 Community Festival & Events Fund Applications and Decisions 

HIGH 

2014/15/052 Outta Place 

Outta Place received a Festival grant last year for a very successful event with young people 
linked to the Tour de France (the group has also had a small grant before). They have an 
excellent record of encouraging young people to engage with the wider community, and working 
in partnership. 

Recommendation – Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel awarded 
£1,500 towards the cost of a series of weekly music and dance workshops for young people in the 
Calder Valley, leading to a showcase performance. 

2014/15/054 Todmorden Charity Carnival Committee 

This annual event began in 1953, and comprises a street parade through the town and a fund day 
on the Centre Vale Park; there is also a funfair over the weekend. They have never applied for 
funding before. It brings many people into the town to spend money in pubs, shops and 
restaurants - a good example of what the festival Fund is for. Although they do sell tickets for the 
Park event, the parade is free 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £1,500 towards the cost of Carnival Day 2015. 



2014/15/057 Refugee Week Calderdale 

The Community Festival Fund supported this event last year, and it was very successful. Their 
evaluation was returned promptly and the Fund's support was widely acknowledged. This event is 
a good example of what the Community Festival Fund was established for. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £1,500 towards the cost of this year’s Neighbours Day. 

MEDIUM 

2014/15/047 Marketing Halifax 

Marketing Halifax is partly funded by CMBC and partly private sector. They received a Festival 
grant in February 2014 for the Food & Drink Festival. This application was deferred from last 
round as it was incomplete. All the Panel's issues have now been addressed. They will be working 
with our tourism and communications officers on this event. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £1,350 towards the costs of the 2015 Halifax Art & 
Photography Festival. This is conditional on graffiti being restricted to purpose made structures. 

2014/15/053&056 North Halifax Partnership 

North Halifax Partnership delivers the Council's neighbourhood work in North & East Halifax 
(Illingworth & Mixenden, Ovenden, Northowram & Shelf, and Warley). Their annual awards events 
aim to celebrate outstanding work in the community. The Partnership is currently funded by 
CMBC so this application is medium.  

Recommendation — The Panel decided that these applications were unsuccessful, as the 
organisation is already funded by the Council for organising such events. 

2014/15/058 Blackshaw  Environmental Action Team (BEAT) 

BEAT was formed in 1998 with the aim of creating more economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable Blackshaw Parish. They have carried out a wide range of 
environmental activities, from energy to food over the years. They received a £1500 small grant in 
2012 for a community orchard, a £500 Ward Forum grant last month for more planting, and their 
partner Great Rock Coop were given a small grant last round.  

Recommendation - Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel awarded 
£1,000 towards the cost of Blackshaw Food Festival in June 2015. 

2014/15/060 Todmorden Folk Festival 

This is the first of what this new group hopes to be an annual Folk Festival in the town. Group 
members have a good record of similar past events. As well as headline events in places of past 
cultural activity they hope to encourage informal events in pubs and clubs. They hope to 
encourage people from far afield to visit the 2 day event. Local artists and more well-known artists 
will be involved.  

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £1,125 towards the cost of Todmorden Folk Festival in 
April 2015. 

2014/15/061 Handmade Parade CIC 

Handmade Parade is a beacon of culture in the upper valley, and is internationally known. They 
have recently been funded from the Festival Fund and Small Grants for their "Lamplighter" event, 
and have been funded in the past under the Larger and Cultural Funding streams. They have a 
good track record of bringing inward spend into the town. This application is MEDIUM as the 
event takes place in an area known for art & culture. 

Recommendation - Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel awarded 
£1,500 towards the cost of this year’s Hebden Bridge Handmade Parade event. 



2014/15/055 Workers' Educational Association (Halifax & Calder Valley) 

This national organisation is organised via regions and branches, and this event is the idea of the 
local branch. Unfortunately they are unable to provide a copy of their local constitution or bank 
account details. The plan to organise a Calderdale Writers’ Day in June. 

Recommendation – The Panel decided to DEFER this application to the next round to give them 
an opportunity to adopt local constitution and open local bank account. The event is not until 
June. 

6 Tour de Yorkshire Fund Applications 

HIGH 

2015/16/062 Cragg Vale Community Ltd 

This local non-for-profit community groups has been going for eight years and has organised 
many successful events, including those round last year's Tour de France. They will work in 
partnership with local businesses, artist and schools. The event will be free, accessible and open 
to the general public. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £300 towards the cost of Tour de Yorkshire Celebration 
on Spaw Sunday on 3rd May. 

2015/16/063 Stones Methodist Church Sunday School 

This local community organisation organised a successful event last year when the Tour de 
France came through Ripponden, for which they were awarded a small grant. They submitted 
their monitoring form promptly - over 1000 people attended, some from Scotland and Suffolk. 
They intend to do the same again, and hope for a similar turn out from locals, visitors and 
businesses. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £417 towards the cost of Take in Le Tour de Yorkshire 
event on 3rd May. 

2015/16/066 Elland & District Partnership 

EDP are working in partnership with Brooksbank School and cycling organisations to organise a 
cycling event for children and the wider community. This follows on from a similar successful 
event round about last year's TdF. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £600 towards the cost of Elland Cycling Open Day on 
Sunday 19th April at Brooksbank cycle circuit. 

MEDIUM 

2015/16/059 Alternatiba Todmorden 

This new organisation plans a one day festival to raise the issue of climate change, and discuss 
ways of tackling it on a community level. They are working with other Todmorden groups and will 
present music, stalls, food and children's entertainment. They hope to attract people from outside 
town. They don't demonstrate previous experience. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £2,000 towards the cost of a festival of climate change 
alternatives on Sunday 3rd May. 

2015/16/064 Calderdale Music Trust 



Last year’s event attracted widespread interest from the media and resulted in extensive publicity 
from the Courier, Echo, and Yorkshire Post. Marketing Halifax and CMBC Communications Team 
have agreed to advertise this year’s spectacle and will be targeting newspapers, radio, television, 
and social media to maximise coverage for Calderdale’s schools, tourism and businesses. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £2,000 towards the cost of Rhythm of the Ridings event 
during the Halifax Food & Drink Festival in June this year, 

2015/16/065 St Chad's CE Primary School 

St Chad's is a member of the East Calderdale Learning Community; last year the organisation 
staged a cycling event from school to school to celebrate the Tour de France. They plan to do this 
again in the week before the Tour de Yorkshire arrives. Over 4,000 students took part, and they 
hope this year's event will be even more popular. As a school they are funded by Calderdale. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £1,640 towards the cost of Tour de ECLC 2015. 

WITHDRAWN 

2015/16/067 Ripponden Xmas Fest 

This application was withdrawn. 

 
 
 

7.1. Officers made a brief presentation outlining the monitoring feedback received from one 
Community Festival Fund and eight Small Grants Scheme recipients. 

7.2. No Festival Fund recipients are outstanding with their monitoring. 

 

 
8. Officers outlined how the Grey Listing procedure works, wherein those applicants who don’t 

return monitoring information or spend grants on non-authorised items have restricted access 
to further funding. 

8.1. The Panel agreed that the procedure should continue, but that organisations can be removed 
from the Grey List if they can demonstrate they have significantly changed the way they 
operate. 

 

 

9 Officers informed Panel members that the Community Festivals and Events Fund had been 
provided with a further £50,000 for the year 2015/16 by the Economic Task Force. 

9.1 Cabinet on 2nd March 2015 resolved that the criteria of the Community and Festivals Fund so 
that:  

i) new or innovative events are prioritised by the Fund; 

ii) and small amounts of funding are used to encourage areas of the Borough to start 
festivals or community events where none already exist. 

9.2 After a discussion Panel members agreed that new or innovative events should be 
encouraged and the level of grant should be increased to £5,000. Organisations in parts of 
the Borough where festivals and community events do not currently exist should also be 
encouraged to apply for funding. 

7  Monitoring Feedback 

  

8  Grey Listing Policy 

9 Community Festivals & Events Fund 2015/16  



9.3 Officers were instructed to amend the Fund’s paperwork to take the above decisions into 
account. 

 

 
None 
 
 

 
 

Round 1 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 21st May 2015,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

Round 2 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 20th August 2015,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

Round 3 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 19th November 2015,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

Round 4 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 19th February 2016,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed _____________________________________ Dated_________________ 

10 Any other business  

11 Date of Next Meeting 


