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Calderdale JSNA 2016 
Section 
 
Children and Young People 

 

Topic 

 
Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
 

The Issue 

 
Disability 
According to the UK Equality Act 2010, a person is disabled if they have a physical or mental 
impairment that has a substantial and long-term effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-
day activities. Using this definition, the annual national Family Resources Survey found that 7% of 
the UK population aged 0-18 years are children and young people with disabilities, that is 0.9 million. 
 
Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010. 
Children and young people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but there is a 
significant overlap between disabled children and young people and those with SEN. Where a 
disabled child or young person requires special educational provision they will also be covered by 
the SEN definition.  
 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
Department for Education and Department of Health guidance (DFE DH, 2015) defines SEN as 
follows:  
 

 A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 
special educational provision to be made for him or her.  

 A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or 
she:  
o has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age 
o has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 
institutions. 

 For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational or training provision 
that is additional to or different from that made generally for other children or young people of 
the same age by mainstream schools, maintained nursery schools, mainstream post 16 
institutions or by relevant early years providers. For a child under two years of age, special 
educational provision means educational provision of any kind.  

 
Children and young people with SEND may face complex challenges as a result of their particular 
needs and the barriers that they face in society. In the UK, disabled children experience higher levels 
of poverty and personal and social disadvantage than other children, and have been found to be 
more likely to live with low-income, deprivation, debt and poor housing, particularly disabled 
children from black/minority ethnic/mixed parentage groups and lone parent households (Blackburn 
et al., 2010). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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The National Picture:  
 
In July 2015 1.3 million (15.4%) pupils in England had special educational needs.  

 Moderate learning difficulty was the most common type of need; 23.8% of pupils with a special 
educational need were recorded as having this type of need.  

 Autistic spectrum disorder was the most common need for those pupils with a Statement of SEN 
or an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan. 24.8% of pupils with a special educational need 
were recorded as having this type of need. 

 SEN is more prevalent in boys across all age groups in state-funded schools. 16% of boys require 
SEN support compared to 9.2% of girls.  

 Pupils with SEN are twice as likely to be eligible for free school meals as those without SEN 
(28.2% compared to 12.8%).  

 The percentage of pupils in special schools nationally increased from 5.1% in 2010 to 8.5% in 
2015 

 In 2013/14, 20.5% of pupils with SEN achieved 5+ GCSEs at A*- C or equivalent including English 
and mathematics compared to 65.3% with no SEN.  

 84.8% of 16/17 year olds with SEN and/or Disabilities (SEND) were in education and training in 
June 2015, compared to 89.7% without SEND.  

 49% of pupils with SEN in schools progressed to Higher Education compared to 59% of those 
without SEN. 34% of those with Learning Difficulty or Disability (LDD) in colleges progressed to 
Higher Education compared to 40% of those without LDD (2013/14 destinations).  

 Pupils with SEND are more likely to be absent from school and be excluded.  
 
(Source:DfE, 2015a) 
 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Reforms: 
 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) provisions in the Children and Families Act 2014 
were introduced on 1 September 2014.  
 
From September 2014, children or young people who are newly referred to a local authority for 
assessment are considered under the new EHC plan assessment process. The legal test of when a 
child or young person requires an EHC plan remains the same as that for a statement under the 
Education Act 1996. Transferring children and young people with statements to EHC plans will be 
phased. Timescales are set out in Transition to the new 0 to 25 special educational needs and 
disability system: Departmental advice for local authorities and their partners (September 2015).  
In addition, the previous ‘School Action’ and ‘School Action Plus’ categories were replaced by a new 
category ‘SEN support’. It was expected that all transfers to this category should take place during 
the 2014/15 academic year.  
 
See the SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 for more detailed information on the reforms. The Code of 
Practice provides improved guidance to help schools and others more accurately identify children 
with SEN (DfE DH, 2015).  
 
Pupils with special educational needs are currently classified as follows:  
 
SEN Support  
Extra or different help is given from that provided as part of the school’s and early years providers 
usual curriculum. The class teacher and special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) may receive 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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advice or support from outside specialists. The pupil does not have a statement or Education, Health 
and Care Plan but should have a school based plan in place that is regularly reviewed 
 
Statement of special educational needs (statement) or Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan  
A pupil has a statement or EHC plan when a formal assessment has been made. A document is in 
place that sets out the child’s need and the extra help they should receive. 
 
Across all schools, the number of pupils with special educational needs has fallen from 1,301,445 in 
2015 to 1,228,785 in 2016. 14.4% of pupils had special educational needs in 2016, a fall from 15.4% 
in 2015. This reduction is due to the decline in the number and percentage of pupils with special 
educational needs without a statement or EHC plan. This has declined in each of the past six years, 
falling from 18.3% of pupils in 2010 to 11.6% in 2016.  
 
The introduction of SEN support with the 2014 legislation has led to schools reviewing the needs of 
pupils previously under School Action and School Action Plus, and an increased expectation that 
parents/carers are informed of the decision.  
 
236,805 pupils have a statement or EHC plan. This is an increase of 640 since 2015, but remains 
equal to 2.8% of the total pupil population. The percentage of pupils with statement or EHC plans 
has remained constant since 2007. 
 
(Source: DfE, 2015b)  
 
Type of Need  
Moderate Learning Difficulty is the most common primary type of need overall. In 2016 24.2% of 
pupils with special educational needs have this primary type of need. This percentage has increased 
since last year, from 23.8%. Moderate Learning Difficulty is also the most common type of need for 
pupils on SEN support; 26.8% of pupils on SEN support had this primary type of need.  
 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder remains the most common primary type of need for pupils with a 
statement or EHC plan, 25.9% of pupils with a statement or EHC plan had this primary type of need. 
This has increased slightly from 24.5% in 2015. 
 
Age and Gender  
In 2016 Special educational needs remain more prevalent in boys than girls. 14.7% of boys are on 
SEN support compared to 8.2% of girls. This is a reduction from last year when 16.0% of boys and 
9.2% of girls were on SEN support. 4.0% of boys have a statement or EHC plan compared to 1.5% 
girls. This has fallen slightly from 4.1% boys and 1.6% girls in 2015.  
 
Free School Meal Eligibility  
Pupils with special educational needs are more likely to be eligible for free school meals. 27.2% of 
pupils with special educational needs are eligible for free school meals in 2016 compared to 12.1% of 
pupils without special educational needs. Pupils with statements or EHC plans are more likely to be 
eligible for free school meals than pupils on SEN support (31.5% compared to 26.2%). 
 
Ethnicity  
Special educational needs is most prevalent in Travellers of Irish Heritage and Gypsy/Roma pupils 
with 35.5% and 30.9% respectively having special educational needs in 2016. The greatest 
percentage point decrease was for travellers of Irish heritage pupils where the percentage with 
special educational needs has reduced from 40.2% in 2015. There has also been a reduction in black 
Caribbean pupils with special educational needs, from 23.5% in 2015 to 21.7% in 2016.  

http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/22226/
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Travellers of Irish heritage and black Caribbean pupils had the highest proportion of pupils with 
statements or EHC plans (4.7% and 4.2% respectively). Indian pupils had the lowest percentage of 
pupils with statements or EHC plans at 1.9%, compared with 2.8% of all pupils nationally.  
 
English as a First Language  
Pupils whose first language is known to be English were more likely to have special educational 
needs in 2016 than those whose first language is known to be other than English. 15.5% of pupils 
whose first language is known or believed to be English had special educational needs compared to 
13.6% of pupils whose first language is known or believed to be other than English.  
 
3.2% of pupils whose first language is known or believed to be English have a statement or EHC plan 
in 2016, whereas 2.5% of pupils whose first language is known or believed to be other than English 
have a statement or EHC plan. 
 
Looked After Children with SEN  
60.5% of children looked after had a special educational need in 2014/15, which consists of 27.6% 
with a statement or EHC plan and 32.9% with SEN support. This compares to 50.2% of children in 
need with SEN and 15.4% of all children with SEN.  
 
The most common type of need for children looked after was ‘Social, Emotional and Mental Health’ 
– 37.8% of children looked after with a statement or EHC plan had this type of need compared to 
12.7% of all children with a statement or EHC plan. 
 
(Source: DfE, 2016) 
 

The Local Picture 
 

Estimates of SEND vary depending on the source and definition used.  
 
Nationally, around 6% of children aged 0-18 have a disability (DWP, 2014). Applying this estimate to 
the local population suggests that around 2,900 children in Calderdale have a disability (based on 
ONS mid-year population estimates, 2015), Calderdale Disabled Children’s Census figures reveal that 
around 1,500 (3%) of children in Calderdale have their day to day activities limited by a long term 
health condition or disability.  
 
Government figures suggest that around 2,700 (7.3%) of school pupils in Calderdale are identified as 
having specific, moderate, severe, profound or multiple learning difficulties. This figure is 
significantly higher than the Yorkshire and Humber (5.0%) and England (5.0%) averages (PHE Child 
Health Benchmarking Tool, 2015). Local figures suggest that the number of children identified as 
having some form of disability or additional needs is 1,500. As of October there were 4,560 pupils on 
SEN Support. In January 2017 a further 1122 children and young people had EHC Plans or Statements 
of SEN, EHC Plans 864 and Statements 258. 
 
The number and proportion of children in Calderdale, and in particular parts of Calderdale, is 
expected to increase over the coming years (ONS, 2012, see Demographic Profile), with implications 
for service delivery.  
 
Currently services do not have a consistent definition for recording disabilities and do not necessarily 
record all disabilities or impairments that a child could have. Work is being undertaken to improve 
the robustness of data collection and analysis.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/555075/Special_educational_needs_analysis_and_data_sources.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disability-facts-and-figures/disability-facts-and-figures#fn:3
http://fingertips.phe.org.uk/search/disability#page/4/gid/1/pat/6/par/E12000003/ati/102/are/E08000033/iid/90903/age/217/sex/4
http://fingertips.phe.org.uk/search/disability#page/4/gid/1/pat/6/par/E12000003/ati/102/are/E08000033/iid/90903/age/217/sex/4
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/health-and-social-care/joint-strategic-needs-assessment/calderdale-demographic-information
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Disabled Children’s Census:  
 

 
 
The trend across the age ranges follows the national trend where those aged 0-4 are lower and 
increase as disabilities are diagnosed, acquired or deteriorate and services are accessed. The drop 
off at the late teens also follows national trends where those with life limiting conditions reach the 
final stages of their life expectancy. The 20-25 age range will be expected to increase year upon year 
as the SEND reforms embed over the next few years. 
 

 
A subset of the local data for those aged 0 to 15 years for whom postcodes were available have been 
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examined in more detail to map rates by ward. This suggests that the proportion of the 0 to 15 year 

old population that is ‘disabled’ by this definition is significantly higher than average in Illingworth 

and Mixenden and significantly lower than average in Skircoat, and that distribution seems to be 

higher in more deprived wards. This could fit with national estimates that prevalence rates of 

disabilities are higher for those from semi-skilled or unskilled household 

 

The statistics for the ethnic diverse community are: Asian (254) includes Indian, Bangladeshi, 
Pakistani as well as British Asian. Black (9) includes African, Caribbean and Black British. Mixed (55) 
includes any mixed back ground. White (1,266) includes Eastern European (19), Traveller (0) and 
Roma (3). It has not been possible to robustly record ethnicity and report in more detail due to the 
small numbers involved. 
 
(Source: Calderdale Disabled Children’s Census) 
 
Assessment of children with SEN (November 2016):  

 6225 children are identified as having some form of disability or additional need 
this includes SEN support in school, Statements of SEN and EHC Plans 

 Total number of Statements and EHC Plans = 1072 

 Number of EHC Plans = 818  

 Number of Statements = 254 
 
Breakdown figures for Plans/Statements: 

 Boys = 733 

 Girls = 339 

 Early years = 19 

 Primary = 403 

 Secondary = 506 

 FE = 144 
 
All figures include high needs learners and those funded by the notional budget in schools. 
 
1072 C&YP have statements or EHC Plans across the 0 - 25 age range. Of these, 818 have finalised 
EHC Plans following either new assessments or transfers from statements of SEN. 
 
During 2016/17 we plan to transfer 232 statements to EHC Plan. The aim is to complete all transfers 
in line with the March 2018 deadline. 
 
Calderdale typically undertakes around 100 EHC assessments in an academic year based on figures 
from but this rose significantly to 114 last year due to the rising number of needs identified at early 
years. The majority of children and young people (66%) with statements of SEN/EHC Plans attend 
mainstream provision with their peers within their local community.  
 
(Source:  LG Inform) 

 
Current Provision 
 
The services provided for children with SEND are set out in Calderdale’s Local Offer for Children with 
SEND, which is one of the requirements of the Children and Families Act 2014. The Local Offer sets 
out all of the services available to parents and carers of children with SEND and young people with 

http://thornhill/sites/default/files/Disabled%20children%27s%20census_0.pdf
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/view/send-research/local-area-send-report?mod-area=E08000033&mod-group=AllMetropolitanBoroughLaInCountry_England&modify-report=Apply
http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/localoffer/
http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/localoffer/
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SEND, including mainstream, targeted and specialist services.  
 
This Local Offer is updated regularly and provides detail and contacts for services. Key services cover:  
 
• Schools, including mainstream and special schools, plus details of the SEN provision that 

each school offers. 
• Early years providers are encouraged to provide their own local offer details 
• Family services offer information and guidance on a range of support services including 

finance, health, behaviour, parenting, relationships and family leisure activities 
• Support for parents and young people, with help to find the right advice and support at the 

times when they need it most 
• Care services to support children and young people throughout their early years and into 

adulthood. 
• A wide range of specialist health care available. 
• Early years and childcare – Portage and Early Years Support Teacher plus other SEN support 

Early Years Quality Improvement Support Officer (EY QISO and Children Centre) for the EYs 
sector. 

• Transition at all points through their education. 
• Preparing for adulthood and support to help young people find work and live as 

independently as possible. 
• Transition to adults services 
• Key working/person centred principles 
• Unique Ways (formerly Parents & Carers) Is a parent-carer led organisation supporting 

disabled children and their families, helping them to lead ordinary lives. Their goal is to make 
sure that the voices of parent carers and their families are heard.  

• SENDIASS: The SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) Information, Advice and 
Support Service (formerly Parent Partnership Service) provides legally based, impartial, 
confidential and accessible information, advice and support for parents of children and 
young people with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities about education, health and 
social care. The IAS (Information, Advice and Support) Service will be able to offer face to 
face, telephone and electronic information advice as well as casework and representation 
when needed. They will work impartially and confidentially with parents and children / 
young people together but will also ensure through the Independent Support Coordinator 
that they are able to provide a service directly and separately to children and to young 
people should they request it. 

The Local Offer also includes information about a number of short breaks offered by a number of 
local voluntary and charitable organisations as well as the Local Authority as follows:  
 

 Universal services such as Children’s Centres, Homestart, Youth clubs, Sports zone, Nurseries, 
libraries, play schemes and pools. 

 Targeted services such as Sporjohts Zone, swimming, ‘Jam packed summer’, Gateway, early 
years support. 

 Specialist services such as Direct payments for care services, Disabled children’s Team, Special 
Educational needs transport, Specialist Health Professional support, Day time care in the homes 
of disabled children or elsewhere, overnight support and Linden Brook respite care 

 
Examples of the support found on the Local Offer: 
 
Support for children who are autistic, have aspergers or on the autistic spectrum. Young teenagers 

on the autistic spectrum have expressed isolation within their home communities, therefore the ASD 

http://www.calderdalesendiass.org.uk/independent-support.html
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Team have successfully run an after school friendship group which brings a number of young people 

together from a variety of schools together at Mixenden Activity Centre for activities and 

socialisation. This has been successful as some friendships have been made and this initiative will 

continue under short breaks funding for an additional year. 

 

Access to Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) within Early Years as part of the Specialist Language 
and Learning Service (SLLS) is established, but with room to improve. It relies on a consultancy and 
partnership model to support families, drawing on the expertise of partners like Portage & Early 
Years Support Teacher (PEYST), with access to SALT’s clinical specialists where necessary. The 
‘episodes of care’ model is used to empower families, children and young people in their own 
experience of care, but the model is not universally understood and can be perceived negatively by 
families so further work is needed to engage service users in the ‘episodes of care’ model.  
 

User Views 

Most of our engagement with children, young people and their families is about their experiences of 
using services, e.g. SEN Team regularly consult with parents and young people following completion 
of EHC processes so has a robust picture of user experience and generally high levels of positive 
feedback. The latest survey carried out by Unique Ways (formerly Calderdale Parents and Carers) has 
a wealth of useful feedback. A detailed analysis has been carried out to identify areas for 
improvement and workstreams, teams and organisations have been charged with review their 
practice in the in light of the comments from parents 
 
The Local Authority is required to complete regular implementation surveys for the DfE reflecting on 
the area’s progress in implementing the SEND Reforms. Family Voice Calderdale sent a separate 
survey to complete. The latest surveys were completed at the end of May 2016. The questions 
within the surveys change each time they are issued. The information below provides an analysis of 
both surveys detailing 5 key areas we are able to demonstrate good practice in and 5 areas requiring 
further development. 
 
Five areas of good practice 
1. Strategic Planning and co-production with parent and carers 

2. Progress with transferring statements to EHC Plans 

3. Strategic ‘buy in’ and accountability of all partners 

4. Strong SENCO Network 

5. Training and Development offer particularly for parents, schools and early years providers 

Five areas requiring further development 
1. Strategic Planning and co-production with children and young people 

2. Developing a flexible local Post 16/19 offer in Calderdale 

3. Availability of supported internships and apprenticeships for young people with SEND 

4. Consistency of SEN Support 

5. Engagement of hard to reach parents and carers 

The SEND Reforms Reference Group (young people that attend the Gateway SEND youth club in 
Brighouse) meet monthly to discuss the SEND Reforms. The group was formed in 2014 shortly after 
the SEND reforms started in Calderdale and were recruited from the peer mentors at Gateway (the 
young people have additional needs themselves). A further 4 young people were recruited in 2016. 
 
The Local Offer website. Young people presented their feedback to the Calderdale Local Offer Group 



9 
 

on the website and the Calderdale College Local Offer. Following their feedback we have simplified 
wording and cut out jargon. A member of the group provided advice on setting up the Local Offer 
Facebook page. There will be a dedicated Young People’s section and they agree it is something they 
would contribute to and use. The group have inspected the SEND offer websites for school and the 
college in Calderdale, feeding back on the accessibility and information on them. Several of the sites 
have been improved as a direct result.  
 
Young people were consulted when choosing household items and furnishings for the TRIP 
(Transition resource for independent living) flat. The flat had been developed to support young 
people with SEND to have the opportunity to live independently for a short period of time whilst 
being supported by the staff at Ryburn House. During the pilot inspection in 2015 the group met 
with Ofsted Inspectors to offer a young person’s perspective on the changes that had taken place.. 
The initial group have developed a questionnaire which they will carry out with young people using 
the Ryburn TRIP flat to see how it can be improved and any identified problems solved. 

 
We have had a consultation with young people and a graphic artist captured their views around 
what they like, what they don’t like and what they would like to see more of in the future around 
Short Breaks. This was a successful exercise and we continue to work with our providers to extend 
the offer e.g trampolining is now set up in most of the sports centres. They were also asking for a 
greater choice and ‘Flamingo chicks’ dance group are now involved as well as a dance centre in 
North Halifax who have informed us that they can be totally inclusive and bespoke for children and 
young people with additional needs. 
 
 

Unmet Need 
 
Local Challenges: 

 Developing robust post 19 provision 

 Enhancing children’s and young people’s opportunities to access a range of leisure activities. 

 Developing the market for personal assistants particularly for younger personal assistants. 

 Developing an area wide approach to sensory processing. 

 Improving consistency of SEN support across all our provisions.  

 Some challenges remain in engaging all schools in meaningful co-production at SEN support 
level. We are working with partners to ensure that settings understand their responsibilities, 
training opportunities are in place and have been taken up, including training for SEN governors. 

 While there is an effective Early Years SENCO network in place but turnover is high. Providers 
are encouraged to train their new SENCOs and work closely with the Early years and Portage 
service to develop effective practice. 

 The LA is reviewing the progress of children and young people at SEN support to identify areas of 
good practice and where development is needed. 

 The LA has a strategic working group which includes Headteachers that is working on the 
development of SEN support provision in schools. 

 Reducing barriers to accessing therapeutic support.  

 Develop and ensure all partners actively support transitions at all positions 

 Effective communication of various support available from specialist services including eligibility 
to access those services eg. Disabled Children’s Team. 

 To improve waiting times and the support for children and young people on the ASD pathway 
and their parents and support for those who do not receive a diagnosis. 

 Effectively communicate how speech and language and communication support is delivered 
directly or indirectly by SALT. 
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 Strategic Planning and co-production with children and young people. 

 Developing a flexible local Post 16/19 offer in Calderdale. 

 Availability of supported internships and apprenticeships for young people with SEND. 

 To improve the consistency of SEN Support across settings. 

 Engagement of hard to reach parents and carers. To manage increase in demand on specialist 

services eg waiting list for PEYST support and at Child Development Service (CDS). 

 To support the development capacity within the EY workforce to deliver quality SEND provision 
in light of the 30 hour offer. 

 To ensure adequate specialist equipment is available to support disabled children’s access to 
childcare and after school provision. 

 Ravenscliffe High School and Sports College should only have 69 students for the space it has, 
but it currently has 164 on roll. 

 

Projected future need 
 

The number of young people aged 20-25 with SEND is expected to increase year upon year as the 
SEND reforms embed over the next few years. 
 
According to the 2011 census, there are 12,906 children aged 0 - 4 years and 24,545 children and 
young people aged 5 - 14 years in Calderdale. The numbers of children aged 0 - 4 years are projected 
to increase by 5.3% by 2015 and by 12.1% by 2020. There is also an increase in the number of 
children with specialist education needs.  
 
In 2016 16 young people from Calderdale attend residential post 19 specialist colleges. There is 
growing demand for this provision since the changes introduced by the Children and Families Act 
2014. These placements are residential due to the fact there is currently a lack of post 19 special 
education provision available locally.  
 
Many young people with EHC Plans study at local mainstream colleges after leaving school. Work is 
currently taking place to increase the range of post 19 study options available and to create a 5 day 
offer for post 19 young people with EHC Plans. The five day offer is currently working with 8 learners 
at college 
 
42 (out of 49) of the non-maintained special school placements are for young people with Social, 
Emotional and Behaviour Difficulties (SEBD) and/or Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and associated 
challenging behaviour. These young people are the majority of Calderdale young people in 
independent special schools. This group may be larger if Calderdale was not able to place some of its 
young people in ASD and Social Educational and Mental Health (SEMH) special schools maintained 
by the adjoining boroughs of Kirklees and Oldham. Calderdale has no maintained special schools 
which cater specifically for these areas of need so there is a need to place young people with 
complex needs in these areas in independent special schools. There is a long-term need to increase 
the availability of local authority maintained provision in this area. This would be complex, because 
the needs of this sub group are evidently diverse.  
 

Key considerations linked to the known evidence base (what works?) 
 

The involvement of children and young people and their families in the planning and commissioning 
of services is key and the value of participation, alongside ensuring evidence informed approaches, 
should not be underestimated: “Effective participation should lead to a better fit between families’ 
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needs and the services provided, higher satisfaction with services, reduced costs (as long-term 
benefits emerge) and better value for money."  

Involving children, young people and parents in decision-making 

Local authorities must consult the child and the child’s parent or the young person throughout the 
process of assessment and production of an EHC plan. They should also involve the child as far as 
possible in this process. The needs of the individual child and young person should sit at the heart of 
the assessment and planning process. Planning should start with the individual and local authorities 
must have regard to the views, wishes and feelings of the child, child’s parent or young person, their 
aspirations, the outcomes they wish to seek and the support they need to achieve them. It should 
enable children, young people and parents to have more control over decisions about their support 
including the use of a Personal Budget for those with an EHC plan.  

The assessment and planning process should:  

• focus on the child or young person as an individual  
• enable children and young people and their parents to express their views, wishes and feelings  
• enable children and young people and their parents to be part of the decision-making process  
• be easy for children, young people and their parents or carers to understand, and use clear 

ordinary language and images rather than professional jargon  
• highlight the child or young person’s strengths and capabilities  
• enable the child or young person, and those that know them best to say what they have done, 

what they are interested in and what outcomes they are seeking in the future  
• tailor support to the needs of the individual  
• organise assessments to minimise demands on families  
• bring together relevant professionals to discuss and agree together the overall approach, and  
• deliver an outcomes-focused and co-ordinated plan for the child or young person and their 

parents  
 
This approach is often referred to as a person-centred approach. By using this approach within a 
family context, professionals and local authorities can ensure that children, young people and 
parents are involved in all aspects of planning and decision-making.  
Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice. 
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