
Scout Road Landslip 

History 
 
As most residents are aware during the Boxing Day floods there was a landslip on an area of 
land next to Scout Road in Mytholmroyd. On investigation of the landslip by Council Officers 
it was clear that the land was very unstable and there was also asbestos uncovered in the 
area where the land had slipped. The land where the landslip happened was privately 
owned but the Council agreed to address the problem. 
 
A specialist asbestos removal contractor (LAR), a specialist asbestos monitoring contractor 
(Acorn) and specialist geotechnical engineers (JBA) were quickly appointed. There was also 
a visit to site by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE). Plans were devised to protect the 
residents and the road from further landslides and to make the hillside safe from asbestos. It 
was decided that the Asbestos contractor would hand pick the exposed asbestos off the 
hillside to be taken off site and disposed of appropriately. The engineers decided a catch 
fence needed to be installed to protect residents and the road as quickly as possible. As well 
as designing a long term solution that would aim to stabilise the hillside and provide a 
suitable cover for the asbestos.  
 
The asbestos clearance proved to be very difficult, slow and not very effective. It was 
therefore decided that the best solution was to use a synthetic membrane to cover the 
asbestos to prevent fibre release until the long term solution was put in place.  

Progress 
 
Asbestos 
We have almost completed covering the exposed area in the membrane. There are two 
layers of membrane that have been installed and secured with anchors.  
 
Throughout all of the works on the hillside Acorn have been carrying out air monitoring to 
measure any asbestos fibres that may have been released into the air. The operatives who 
work on site also wear personal monitors that have also been measured by Acorn. There 
have been no elevated readings for the air monitoring and we have had two slightly elevated 
readings on the personal monitors. The operatives wear masks that protect up to 3999 fibres 
and the elevated readings were below 150 fibres. The elevated readings were also recorded 
at a time when the operatives were cutting tree trunks to make them easier to move off the 
hillside. As the personal monitors do not differentiate between fibres we believe that it was 
likely that the elevated reading was actually due to the wood fibres in the air and not 
asbestos. 
 
Fence 
We have just started constructing the fence, which is starting from the West (Mytholmroyd 
side) and will progress towards the East (in the direction of Halifax). The fence will be 
constructed in sections of 30 metres and will be 250m long. The latest the fence will be 
constructed is by the 21 October 2016 as Scout Road Academy will reopen after October 
half term. We are aiming to finish as soon as we can though so that we can reopen Scout 
Road. 
 
Long Term Works 
There is still some design work to do for the long term works. But the basic principles have 
been put in place and this involves a few sections: 



 Address the drainage issues in the area to ensure that there is sufficient drainage 
infrastructure to drain surface water into the River Calder. This will involve liaison 
with the EA as they are currently looking at the flooding issues in Mytholmroyd. 

 Improve the stability of the hillside by constructing a retaining wall at the bottom of 
the slope and in the middle of the slope and then from these retaining walls re-
profiling the slope so that the angle of the slope is reduced. 

 Stabilise the soils be using a new innovative technique of injecting a cement like 
mixture into the soils. This will improve the stability of the soils and also bind any 
asbestos. 

 Lastly the hillside will be covered with soil and planted with grass and trees. 
 
The fence will also be taken down once these works have been completed. 
 
Some of the long term works will be started this year for example the drainage works but the 
majority of the work will start in Spring 2017. This is due to the working conditions required to 
carry out the works. The works are being planned with keeping Scout Road open to traffic in 
mind and especially Scout Road Academy. Therefore there might be traffic disruption but the 
aim is to keep the road open. 
 
The risk of asbestos getting to air to affect residents is covered by two things. One is that 
there have not had any elevated readings for the air monitoring that has been carrying out 
on a daily basis since January. Also the exposed asbestos is now covered with two layers of 
membrane. This is a short term solution, in the long term there will be more material 
covering the asbestos (either soil or hardcore) on top of the membrane and they will be 
using a new technique of putting a cement like mixture into the soil which will help to bind the 
asbestos to the soil. 
 
The risk of asbestos in the water table is covered by the explanation below: 
 

1. There is no issue of concern in connection with any Yorkshire Water mains piped 
treated water supplies. 

 
2. There is one property below Scout Road in the vicinity of Scout Wood which is 

served by a private water supply. We have spoken with the occupier. He asserts that 
his water supply does not arise anywhere near the areas of landfill and he is 
unconcerned. There are other private water supplies to properties further to the east 
,off Blind Lane and Brearley Lane, which we believe to be too distant to  have any 
connection to water flowing under Scout Road.  

 
3. Surface and ground water run-off from the site enters the local surface water 

drainage system. If there is any fibre wash off from the site it should be much diluted 
given the quantities of water first entering the drainage system and ultimately then in 
the river.  

 
We can also add, that in order to for fibres to have a detrimental effect on health they need 
to be inhaled into the lungs in sufficient quantity. Even if someone did happen to drink 
asbestos contaminated water it is not likely to have a detrimental effect on their health. 
 
 
 


