
Todmorden Town Centre Development Board 
 

13th February 2013 
 

Robert Summerfield (Project Manager)  - 07714922645 

Attendees:- 
 
Councillor M Hatfield 
Councillor J Booth 
Councillor J Battye 
Councillor B Collins (Chair) 
Councillor S Sweeney 
Councillor D O’Neill 
 

 
 
Robin Tuddenham (Director for Communities) 
Andrew Pitts (Head of Neighbourhoods) 
James Crawley (Lead – Corporate Projects) 
Robert Summerfield (Project Manager) 
Kate Moreton-Deakin 
Ian Gray (Director – Economy & Environment) 
 

Apologies:- 
 
Councillor R Goldthorpe 
 
Agreement of minutes – 26th November 2014 
  
Agreed 
 
Todmorden Market Futures 
 
Kate Moreton-Deakin kindly attended the Board meeting to present the findings of the report 
entitled “a feasibility report on the future of Todmorden Markets” (embedded below).   She 
highlighted that option five has received the most support.  Mrs Moreton-Deakin confirmed that 
leadership was necessary to bring forward options highlighted by the report, giving the market a 
sustainable future.  She confirmed that without investment the building is likely to decay further.   
 
Councillor Gill (Town Council) to discuss the findings of the report with market traders and feedback. 
 
Action: Officers to consider ideas put forward by the Board in terms of the outdoor market, 
bringing back a proposal to the next session.  
 
Todmorden Markets Futures pdf 
  
Water Street Pedestrianisation 
 
The Board agreed to investigate the feasibility of pedestrianisation of the length of Water Street 
from Rochdale Road to the junction with Dale Street.   
Action: Officers to liaise with Highways to bring back a scheme to the Board in April.  Officers to 
confirm whether the pedestrianisation can be dovetailed with the “Tour de Tod” events and 
highlight any associated costs. 
 
Rose Street – Feasibility Report 
 
A report is currently being drafted with regard to the provision of an extra care development on the 
Rose Street site.  Officers will bring the completed report back to the April session of the Board.  
Action: Wherever possible, Officers to factor the future of the Todmorden Market (based on the 
above) into the proposals. 
 
 
Omerod Site – ASDA Planning Application 
 

http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/environment/regeneration/todmorden/todmorden-markets-futures.pdf
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The Board reviewed the planning application submitted by ASDA.  Ian Gray to request that ASDA 
come and speak to the Board about their plans.  The key points discussed were as follows:- 
 
• Application received as valid on 22/01/2014 – 13 week date (determination target) will be 

23/04/13 – assuming extension is not required to resolve issues (see key points). 
 
Key points 
 
The general principle of the development is sound with a history of approval.  The site is:- 
• Within zone 2 & 3 floodland (flood risk issues to be discussed with the Environment Agency). 
• Within Todmorden conservation area (impact on important views and character to be discussed 

with English Heritage). 
• Adjacent to listed viaduct (again impact to be discussed with English Heritage) 
• Within a Bat Alert Area (Pipistrelle bat(s) have been found emerging from the hospital during the 

survey – a bat roost is being proposed within a tree to offset habitat loss). 
• Adjacent to A646 (de-trunked  - highways impact to be considered by CMBC Highways). 
• Petrol station – a new addition to the scheme which hasn’t been considered previously – 

Highways to consider interaction between pedestrians/cars and delivery vehicles. 
• Concern over design in terms of lack of interest to the Burnley Road elevation (see rendering 

show on slide 14 – the objector clearly illustrates how the site “turns its back” on the public 
realm (A646). 
 
 

Consultation History (local residents) 
 
• So far - 69 contributors (34 object, 35 in support (approx. 50/50). 
• Given the number of objections is significant, the application will need to go to Planning 

Committee. 
 
 
Consultation are awaited from: 
 
• CMBC Highways 
• Yorkshire Water 
• English Heritage 
• CMBC Environmental Health 
• CMBC Conservation (early concern raised re: materials/design) 
• Metro 
• CMBC Business and Economy 
• Environment Agency 
 
The full case details can be viewed here: http://portal.calderdale.gov.uk/online-applications/ 
 
Hope Street Site – Update 
 
Robert Summerfield updated the Board following initial discussions between Planning Officers and 
Spring Petroleum – the new owners of the Hope Street site.  The company have not finalised specific 
plans for the site and are currently reviewing their options.  The Council have produced a 
development brief comprising of the detail and history of the site to assist Spring Petroleum in 

http://portal.calderdale.gov.uk/online-applications/
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developing the site more quickly.   
Action: Officers to ensure that Environmental Health are aware of the new site owners, should 
further dumping occur. 
 
Town Hall 
 
The project aimed at increasing the use of Todmorden Town Hall has three main strands:- 
• Improving the building infrastructure / offer. 
• Creating a Community Hub. 
• Marketing / promotion. 
 
Officers expect to sign the tender for replacement of the lift later in the month.  This work will take 
approximately 18 weeks, with completion expected in May/June. 
 
A volunteer is now required in order to put together the HLF bid to push the project forward.   
 
A draft promotional leaflet to market the town hall has been produced. 
 
The project group intend to visit Skipton Town Hall to understand the processes and lessons learned 
from this project. 
 
 
Date of next meeting:- 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for the 22nd of April.  The meeting in March is now no longer needed 
and has been cancelled. 
 
 
 

 


