
Community & Voluntary Sector Small Grants Panel 
 

2nd Round Meeting 2018/19 
23rd August 2018, Room GF-15 Princess Buildings, Halifax 

 
Present:            Cllr D Young (Chair) Calderdale MBC 
 Cllr Mrs G Carter Calderdale MBC 
 Cllr D Foster Calderdale MBC 
 Pat Akerman Voluntary Action Calderdale 
 Brian Mansfield Elland & District Partnership  
 Susan Thorpe Citizens Advice Calderdale 
     
Apologies:      Sian Rogers Calderdale Policy & Projects Manager 
 Elsa Ward CFFC Representative 
      
In attendance: Steve Martin Calderdale MBC Commissioning Support  
 Steph Jones Calderdale MBC Senior Commissioning 

Officer 
  

 
 
 
Cllr Young welcomed new Panel members and opened the meeting. 
 
 
 
Cllr Young was nominated and seconded to be Chair; elected. Brian Mansfield was nominated 
and seconded to be Vice Chair, elected. 
 
 
 
3.1 The notes of the last meeting were approved by the Small Grants Panel. 
3.2 Officers reported that OSCA Foundation asked for a further extension to submit their 

monitoring for grant received in February 2017 to install a chair lift, due to continued delay in 
securing lease. Panel agreed to the group’s request. 

3.3 Holywell Community Pub submitted their monitoring form for a grant received in May 2018 
to pay travel cost for specialist music therapists from Ireland; the Panel suggested they use 
local practitioners in future. They responded that there are no such therapists locally, but 
their musicians would be willing to train local musicians if funding could be found. Panel 
suggested that the group contact Tricia Astwood of the Staying Well team who may 
be able to help. 

 
 
 
The next meetings of the Small Grants Panel will be held in a meeting room of Princess Buildings. 
at 3.00pm on the following Thursdays: 

22nd November 2018 
21st February 2019 

1 Welcome & Apologies 

3 Notes of the last meeting and matters arising 

4 Dates of Next Meetings 

2 Election of Chair & Vice Chair 



 
 

The total amount available for the 2018/19 Small Grants Fund is £70,000; £17,133 was awarded to 
voluntary and community groups in Calderdale in this round (see item 5 below). This leaves 
£34,265 for remaining two rounds. 

 
 
 
Ref. Applicant Points Awarded Comments 

1017 Todmorden Book Festival 17 £3,000 

The first Todmorden Book Festival will 
take place from 16-24th November in 
various venues throughout the town, 
and aims to provide a quality 
programme of reading, writing and 
related events. As a new organisation 
with a low forecast income this is HIGH 
priority; the application partly meets the 
Scheme’s objectives. Todmorden 
Information Centre is acting as the 
accountable body until the group has 
its own constitution and bank account; 
it has a separate committee. Panel 
recommended that the organisation 
adopts a constitution and opens a 
bank account as soon as possible to 
enable it to applying for further 
funding. The group should contact 
the Voluntary Sector Alliance for 
assistance and advice. 

1022 Claremount & Boothtown 
Community Group 17 £3,000 

This project aims to create a new play 
area and picnic facilities in Claremount 
Park, Boothtown; it should improve and 
increase activity levels in children and 
young people. The group seeks a third 
party contribution to draw down £30k 
from Suez; they are working with 
Safer, Cleaner Greener to develop the 
project, who have promised £20k 
funding. This is a new group with a 
very low income, therefore HIGH 
priority. The application partly meets 
the Scheme's objectives. 

998 Arts for Brighouse 16 £0 

Brighouse Arts Festival 2018 will take 
place from 6th to 14th October in 
various venues in Brighouse & 
Rastrick. The application partially 
meets the Scheme’s objectives. 
However, the Festival Fund awarded 
this year's Festival £4,820 in the last 
round, and supported previous two 
Festivals. They have considerable 
alternative funding. Panel decided not 
to award a Small Grant. 

5 Financial Position 

6 Small Grants Fund Applications and Decisions 



 

1023 AZ Coaches Ltd 14 £3,000 

This new sports coaching group 
proposes to provide training and 
mentoring for young people from 
disadvantaged areas. This group has 
taken over from J3 Sports, who have 
been funded in the past. As a new 
group with a low income, this is a 
HIGH priority application; but it barely 
meets the Scheme's objectives. This 
is conditional that the work is only 
carried out in Calderdale, and 
should not begin before the date 
the grant was awarded. 

1018 Handmade Parade CIC 13 £3,000 

Todmorden Lamplighter Festival 2018: 
Saturday 24th November, and 
workshops between October '18 and 
March '19. The Festival Fund has 
supported this event since its 
inception, and it has delivered large 
match funding and numbers of 
beneficiaries. Handmade Parade is 
currently in receipt of Council Cultural 
Objectives funding for three years, for 
outreach work in north Halifax - this is 
separate to that funding. The 
applicants have a large income and 
employ staff, making this a LOW 
priority; the application meets most of 
the Scheme's objectives. Panel 
recommended the grant be spent on 
work with hard to reach groups 

Cllr Young declared an interest as 
ward Councillor. 

1021 Friends of Crow Wood Park 12 £1,845 

This application is to fund an exhibition 
to commemorate the centenary of the 
end of First World War, featuring the 
residents of Sowerby Bridge who were 
involved in the conflict. It will he held 
over the three weekends leading up to 
Armistice day, and will be staffed by 
volunteers in 1918 attire. They group 
received a Small Grant in August 2013 
and have a low income: MEDIUM 
priority. Inequalities and Sustainability 
objectives are well met, but it fails to 
meet any of the Economic objectives. 

Cllr Foster declared an interest as 
Ward Councillor and Friend of Crow 
Wood Park, but not an officer of the 
group. 

1025 Growing Together 12 £480 
This application is to fund maintenance 
of the group’s new allotment at The 
Threeways Centre. It is somewhat 
overgrown and some members have 



mobility issues. This new community 
group has never had a small grant 
before and have a very low income, 
therefore a HIGH priority. The group is 
supported by the Threeways 
community, and will grow food in a 
disadvantaged area of Halifax. The 
application fails to meet most of the 
Scheme's objectives. 

1009 CROWS 12 £881 

CROWS is volunteer-led and 
improves the rights of way in the 
district. They have secured £1,400 
from Wind Farm Fund for signage and 
drainage and require a further £818 to 
improve signage around Gaddings 
Dam, Todmorden to discourage 
increased number of visitors from 
straying onto open moorland. They 
received a Small Grant in February 
2015 so it is MEDIUM priority. It partly 
meets the Scheme’s objectives. 
 
Cllr Young declared a personal 
interest. 

1015 
Norland Scarecrow Festival 
Committee 11 £1,990 

This popular annual event attracts 
visitors to Calderdale and distributes 
funds to local good causes. They last 
received a small grant in August 2015 
and have a low income so MEDIUM 
priority. The application barely 
addressed the three objectives. Their 
overall score is lower range, so only 
part of the sum requested can be 
awarded. 
 
Cllr Carter declared an interest as a 
volunteer 

1008 Pennine Prospects 11 £0 

They applied for funding of this year’s 
Walk & Ride Festival guide, and were 
awarded a Festival grant in February 
2017 for production of last year's 
guide. They have a very large income 
although mostly restricted, and 
employ paid staff: LOW priority. The 
guide is already printed. Overall score 
is low, round oversubscribed, so no 
award. 
 
Cllr Young declared an interest as 
Ward Councillor. 
 
Cllr Carter declared an interest as 
director of the organisation. 



1020 
Annapurna Indian Dance 
Company 10 £0 

Annapurna has received four 
Community Festival grants in past 4 
years; the most recent was last 
August. They have an income over 
£20k and employ paid staff, so are a 
LOW priority. The application, to 
perform at two events and host 20 
workshops, only partly meets the 
objectives. Their overall score is lower 
range, round oversubscribed, so no 
award. Panel recommended the 
group contact the VSI Alliance for 
support in diversifying their 
income. 
 
Cllr Young declared an interest as 
Ward Councillor as one of the 
proposed events is in his Ward. 

1027 Sowerby Bridge Fire & Water 10 £0 

Fire & Water have received 
Community Festival grants for their 
Winterlight festivals for previous five 
years, with excellent feedback. This 
application was for a different project, 
based around dogs and discouraging 
fouling. They've never had a Small 
Grant before but have an income 
more than £20k, making it a MEDIUM 
priority. The application barely meets 
the Scheme’s objectives. Their overall 
score is lower range, round 
oversubscribed, so no award. Panel 
recommended the group contacts 
the VSI Alliance for further funding 
sources. 
 
Cllr Foster declared an interest as 
Ward Councillor and member of 
the Fire & Water committee – she 
left the room and took no part in 
the discussion. 
 
Cllr Carter decorated an interest as 
an LEA governor of Ryburn Valley 
High School. 

1016 Calderdale Community  
Coaching Trust 7 £0 

The Community Coaching Trust is 
associated with Halifax RLFC and 
coaches young people towards 
improving their physical and mental 
wellbeing. This application was to 
offer opportunities for young people 
from disadvantaged families to join 
their dance teams. The Trust received 
a small grant before, their income is 
over £20k and they employ staff: 
LOW priority. The application only 
partly meets the Scheme’s objective. 
Overall score low, round 
oversubscribed 



1024 Calder Valley Youth Theatre 7 £0 

The Youth Theatre have received 
Small Grants on a number of 
occasions, most recently in 
September 2016 for their production 
of The Wiz. This makes this 
application a VERY LOW priority. The 
application for materials for costumes 
and stage sets, meets most of the 
Scheme's objectives, but their overall 
score is low and the round is 
oversubscribed. Panel 
recommended the group approach 
Hebden Royd Town Council for 
funding. 
 
Cllr Young declared an interest as 
Ward Councillor. 

1013 Halifax RUFC 5 £0 

The application was to repair their 
beer cellar roof and take the Men 
United group (aimed at tackling 
loneliness and isolation among older 
men) on a day trip. They received a 
small grant in Feb 2104 and their 
income is over £20k, therefore LOW 
priority. The application barely meets 
the Scheme’s objectives: overall 
score low, round oversubscribed. 
Panel referred the group to 
Ovenden Ward Forum fund. 

999 
Upper Calder Charity Assist 
(UCCA) 0 £0 

This application was withdrawn until a 
later round in order to collate 
supporting documentation 

1014 Boothtown Terriers  
Junior ARLFC 

0 £0 
This application was withdrawn until a 
later round in order to collate 
supporting documentation 

1019 Calderdale College  
Counselling Service 0 £0 

This applicant is part of Calderdale 
College, and hence is not eligible to 
apply 

1026 Archway Project 0 £0 
The application was received after the 
deadline date; it will be submitted to 
the next round 

 
 

   
 

 
Officers provided feedback on monitoring and evaluations received from fourteen Small Grants 
and nine Community Festival Fund recipients since the previous Panel meeting (attached). 
There is one outstanding evaluation awaited from Festival Fund recipients in 2016/17, due to ill 
health on the part of the organiser. Panel agreed that Cllr Foster should try to help expedite 
the return of ArtSBridge festival grant evaluation. 

7 Monitoring Feedback 



Similarly, two Small Grants recipients from 2016/17 have not yet returned their monitoring, one 
due to ill health and one because of a delay in drawing up a lease. OSCA Foundation was given 
a further extension by the Panel to allow the lease to be finalised, and officers are 
monitoring progress with the other applicant. 
Of the 23 monitoring returns received, only one failed to acknowledge the Council’s financial 
support: Pennine Animal Welfare Society was grey listed for a year, as their expenditure was all 
before the grant was awarded, in contravention of the Scheme’s terms and conditions. 
Over 27,000 people benefited directly from these grants, and over £130,000 match funding was 
levered by the grants 

 
 
 

 
Signed _____________________________________ Dated_________________ 


