
 

 

 

 

 
Calderdale Local Plan  
  
Frequently asked questions 
  
 
Why do we have to produce a Local Plan? What’s it for? 
The government requires local councils to produce a Local Plan which identifies land to meet their 
requirements for new housing and economic development, over the next 15 years. 
  
The plan identifies potential sites where new development, including housing, new schools, community 
facilities and employment would be allowed and the areas which would remain as green belt or land protected 
from development such as open space.  It will also provide detailed policy which will be referred to when 
decisions are being made on future planning applications. Most decisions on planning applications must be 
determined in accordance with the Local Plan. 
  
 
Who decides how many houses are needed? 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has published guidelines which includes a 
standard methodology to work out how many homes each area will need to meet demand over the next 15 
years. These figures are updated every two years by the Office of National Statistics (ONS). 
  
Using this formula Calderdale will need around 12,600 new homes between 2018 and 2032. Of these 9,500 
will be on new allocations, whilst the remainder are accounted for by existing commitments and unforeseen 
developments known as ‘windfalls’. 
  
 
Aren’t there lots of empty homes that could be used first? 
The Council is fully committed to bringing empty homes back into use. The latest figures for Calderdale show 
the total number of empty properties as 3,109. Of those, 1,354 have been empty for less than six months and 
1,755 have been empty for more than six months. Where possible we do enforce sales to make sure empty 
homes become available again.   
  
However, the Local Plan requires the Council to identify sites for around 9,500 new homes in Calderdale by 
2032, so additional land will be required. 

 
Why are there plans to build on the Green Belt?  Shouldn’t it all be protected? 
The government requires councils to produce a Local Plan which identifies land to meet their requirements for 
new housing and economic development, over the next 15 years. 
  
Land which is Green Belt is protected from inappropriate development but the Local Plan can change Green 
Belt where there are exceptional circumstances. 
  
The Local Plan allows the Council to plan what our communities will need in future and to make sure that we 
have enough homes, schools and local infrastructure in the right places. 
  
It is a careful balancing act as it is vital that we protect the landscape and our green spaces, whilst still 
providing the new homes which are needed for future generations living in Calderdale.  The development of 



 

 

 

 

the Local Plan will allow us to protect over 99% of Calderdale’s Green Belt and surrounding countryside from 
development. 
  
 
Why is so much of the development allocated to South East Calderdale? 
As part of the work on the Local Plan, the Council has gathered evidence on areas of Calderdale which are 
suitable for sustainable development.   
  
The unique landscape of the Calder Valley and the surrounding moors means that some areas are less suitable 
for development and this reduces the number of potential sites which could be allocated for housing or 
employment.   
  
The Council’s ‘Vision for South East Calderdale’ identifies potential sites for new homes on the Southern and 
North Eastern sides of Brighouse, to create ‘garden suburbs’ which would include new homes and improved 
local facilities such as schools and parkland.  
  
Major improvements to the highways network around Brighouse are already being planned, including to the 
A641, A644 and potentially also a new M62 junction 24a being delivered through the West Yorkshire Plus 
Transport Fund.  
  
The improvements to the highways network around Brighouse will help open up sites around the town for 
new housing and will stimulate further economic growth by enhancing current links to areas of employment 
such as Armytage Road and the Clifton Enterprise Zone. 
  
 
Why is more growth proposed in some parts of Calderdale than others? Shouldn’t the number of houses be 
shared out evenly across every community? 
The unique landscape of the Calder Valley means that some areas are less suitable for sustainable 
development.   
  
Those areas which are identified for development will be supported by improved local facilities and 
infrastructure such as the highways network, schools and parkland. 
  
 
Why aren’t more houses being built on brownfield sites?  
The Council has reviewed all the housing sites which have been allocated within the draft Local Plan. A 
‘sequential’ approach has been used so that brownfield sites in urban areas are prioritised for development, 
and the most sensitive Green Belt land is only considered when all alternative sites have been used. The Local 
Plan can only propose deliverable sites. Whilst some brownfield sites are allocated many have significant 
constraints that affect their viability and thus deliverability. 
  
 
What are the ‘garden suburbs’ and why are they being proposed? 
Garden suburbs will help us to meet our need for new housing in a way that is environmentally, economically 
and socially sustainable.   
  
The masterplanning of garden suburbs is influenced by the garden city movement of the early 20th Century, 
which emphasised the importance to residents’ wellbeing of high quality green spaces and exceptional 
design.  The Council’s draft Local Plan includes the development of two ‘garden suburbs’ in South East 
Calderdale.   
  

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/sites/default/files/se-calderdale-strategic-vision.pdf


 

 

 

 

Garden suburbs are an opportunity to create well planned communities, rather than piecemeal smaller 
developments which can put a strain on local services.  As they’re planned they will be supported by 
investment in the local infrastructure including highways improvements and new schools, and they will also be 
filled with green recreational spaces.  
  
 
When will the draft Local Plan be published? 
The draft Local Plan will be published on the Council’s website at 9.00am on Friday 10 August 2018 and will 
also be available to view at Calderdale libraries and at Customer First.  The representation period will close at 
5.00pm on Monday 24 September 2018.   
  
 
How can I comment on the draft Local Plan when it is published? 
You can make representations on the Local Plan via the Council’s website.  This will guide you through the 
process, explaining how you can comment on the draft. 
  
Representations should address whether the Local Plan is compliant with legislation and the regulatory 
framework and whether it is ‘sound’, which means that it has been positively prepared; is justified and 
effective and is consistent with national policy.  It should also meet the Duty to Cooperate between the local 
planning authority and other public bodies. 
  
Guidance on how representations should be written is set out by the Planning Inspectorate and will be 
available through the Local Plan pages of the Council’s web-site. 
  
 
When will the Local Plan be agreed? What are the next steps? 
The Council is following a timetable for publication which was agreed with the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, which will see the draft Local Plan, including representations from the 
public and stakeholders, submitted in December 2018. 
  
Calderdale’s Local Plan will then be examined in detail by an independent Planning Inspector appointed by the 
Secretary of State. The examination could last around nine months. 
  
Adoption of the plan by Calderdale Council, following receipt of the Inspector’s Report, is expected to be 
confirmed by the end of 2019. 
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