
Elland Celebrates
The official re-opening of  
Elland Bridge, canal and towpath

• A fun-filled day for all the family

• A chance for the whole community to celebrate 
the completion of the bridge, the reopening of the 
canal and towpath and all that’s great about Elland

• Lots of great free entertainment: music, circus acts, 
fairground rides, boat trips and magic plus fabulous 
local food and drink.

10am – 4pm, Sunday 2 April 2017

New Calderdale emergency 
Volunteer Database  

Resilience

Following the floods of Boxing Day 2015 thousands of people 
volunteered to help Calder Valley communities to get back on 
their feet again. Hundreds of people volunteered directly at 
community and council run Community Support Hubs and as part 
of the registration process volunteers gave us their names and 
mobile phone numbers.

In October 2016; Calderdale Council along with the Environment 
Agency and other partners launched its Flood Action Plan. As part 
of this plan the Council is building a database of volunteers who 
can be texted in the event of a flood or other incident and kept 
up to date on latest “peacetime” flood news and training 
opportunities.

All personal data that was given to the flood hubs has been 
collated, ‘data cleansed’ and brought together into one council 
system. As most of the data did not include useful contact details 
such as email addresses it was decided to SMS text a short and 
simple survey to all mobile numbers held by the Council. This data 
will be used to create a simple database which volunteers can 
self-service their accounts, change their contact details and 
unsubscribe from newsletters.

If you have any questions about this process or any other matters 
relating to flood volunteering, please feel free to contact John 
Beacroft-Mitchell, Neighbourhood Co-ordinator (Flood Recovery 
and Resilience) John.Beacroft-Mitchell@calderdale.gov.uk
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New radios for flood 
wardens  

Resilience

Calderdale’s flood wardens, who volunteer to be the 
‘eyes and ears’ on the ground during flooding 
incidents, now have a new piece of equipment to 
help them with their role.

Calderdale Council and the Environment Agency 
have funded new radios, which flood wardens will use 
to give and receive messages quickly and easily in the 
event of a flood.

This will enable key people to gain an accurate 
picture of what is happening in local areas, so that 
decisions and actions can be taken effectively  
and resources can be targeted where they are 
needed most. 

Find out more at:  
news.calderdale.gov.uk/new-radios-to-boost-flood-
warden-communications/  

flood defences installed at 
elphaborough Close  

Resilience

New innovative flood defences are being installed at 
68 homes in Elphaborough Close, Mytholmroyd, in 
Hebden Bridge thanks to £340,000 in flood grants from 
Calderdale Council. The homes, which have received 
a recent renovation and make-over, are managed 
and maintained by local housing provider Places for 
People. Many are currently being fitted with UPVC 
flood doors with active flood seal gaskets.  Where 
these are not suitable, for example in some downstairs 
flats, flood barriers will be fitted instead.  Each property 
affected by flooding is eligible for a £5000 renew and 
resilience grant and Places for People agreed to pool 
the funding to buy and install flooding resilience 
measures which will protect the wider estate from 
flooding incidents in the future. For more information 
see news.calderdale.gov.uk



flood Show Homes 
Information

Calderdale Council would like to set up four flood show 
homes between Walsden and Brighouse to demonstrate the 
work that can be done make homes more resilient against 
future flood risk.  As well as resistance works to reduce flood 
water ingress, the work will also include internal works to the 
homes to make them easier and cheaper to clean and 
repair if they flood again.  An independent survey and ‘Slow 
the Flow at home’ assessment will be carried out to help 
consider how water capture at home could reduce the 
amount of time it takes for water to enter river and drainage 
systems, therefore helping to delay the peak flow rate.

No more applications are required from the Upper Calder 
Valley area of Hebden Bridge and Todmorden, but we 
would like to invite expressions of interest from owner 
occupiers who live in Mytholmroyd, Copley, Elland and 
Brighouse if their homes flooded in December 2015.

If successful, an additional grant of up to £10,000 per property 
could be made available for additional flood resilience work 
to help minimise and reduce the disruption in the event of a 
future flood.  In return, the home owner would have to agree 
to feature in publicity and marketing material on the Council’s 
website and social media, and hold public open days to 
showcase and talk about the work they had carried out.

If you are an owner occupier who lives in Copley, Elland or 
Brighouse and you would like to find out more about the Show 
Home flood grants, please contact Richard Armitage, Housing 
Projects Manager on 01422 392474 for an initial discussion.

Yorkshire Water’s Natural 
flood Management Plan for 
the Calder Valley  

Resilience

Since last year Yorkshire Water has been leading 
Calderdale’s Natural Flood Management Group and 
working with partners to look for innovative ways that we 
can use our land to slow the flow of water in the upper 
catchments.

Yorkshire Water recently announced that they’ll be 
implementing various natural flood management initiatives 
over the next 10 years on the moors high above Gorpley 
Reservoir, which is located between Todmorden and Bacup.

The first part of the plan is to investigate opportunities for 
planting trees so Yorkshire Water joined forces with the 
White Rose Forest Partnership and have identified the 
moors above Gorpley as an area where tree planting can 
take place in the very near future. 60 hectares of species 
poor grassland will be planted with trees which will help 
slow down the rush of rain water to vulnerable locations. 
Yorkshire Water hope to plant approximately three 
thousand trees per hectare, which could mean up to 
200,000 trees planted over the next couple of years by 
local community groups.

Other natural flood management flood measures will also 
be implemented on these moors over the next 5 – 10 
years. 43 hectares of blanket bog will be improved by 
restoring peatland with sphagnum moss, which absorbs 
and slows down rain water runoff to act as a natural flood 
barrier. The remaining 60 hectares of land will have 
environmental enhancements such as leaky dams, 
fascines and a patchwork of wetland areas.

The Calderdale Flood Recovery and Resilience Programme 
has been in place since the three flood events, in 2012. The 
programme brings together a range of partners and the aim 
of this programme is to substantially reduce the impact of 
flooding in Calderdale. Additionally, it is to work with local 
communities, to build resilience against future events.

The delivery of the programme is overseen by a Programme 
Board, which is chaired by the Calderdale Council Leader. 
Members include local Councillors, the Calderdale Council 
Chief Executive and the two MPs for the Borough. The Board 
has recently had a governance review, as a result, the 
number of operational groups that report to it has increased 
from two to four, these are:

• Natural Flood Management;
• Flood Reduction and Investment;
• Flood Damage Repair;
• and Community Resilience.

There is also a Communications subgroup.

The Programme Board meets on a quarterly basis. The next 
meeting is Friday 9 June 2017, 10am to 12noon,  
at the Town Hall, Halifax, this is a public meeting and all are 
welcome to attend as observers. The last Board meeting 
was on Friday 10 March 2017 and minutes from the meeting 
are available at calderdale.gov.uk/council/publications/
index.jsp The papers for the next meeting will be available 
7 days in advance of the meeting.

The Calderdale flood recovery 
and resilience Programme

Rob Twiggs started as Natural Flood Management Project 
Officer with Calderdale Council on 15 February 2017.

Rob previously worked for Moors for the Future Partnership 
(Peak District National Park). Rob has approximately 12 
years’ experience working in the environmental sector, and 
successfully completed a 2 year DEFRA training program in 
Local Flood Risk Engineering and Management in 2012. Rob 
has approximately 8 years’ experience working as an analyst 
in a range of sectors.

Rob will be working with partners to deliver the Natural Flood 
Management (NFM) actions listed in the Calderdale Flood 
Action Plan Programme and will be initially focusing on the 
following areas of work:

• Developing a detailed programme of NFM projects for 
specific actions in the Calderdale Flood Action Plan.

• Production of NFM opportunity maps to show places 
where the risk of flooding could be reduced and 
water quality improved.

• Production of more detailed studies to identify NFM 
opportunities in priority Environment Agency (EA) sub 
catchments, where NFM may deliver the greatest 
benefits.

• Identification of land owners and land managers in 
priority areas.

• Co-ordination of land owner and land manager 
engagement to support them in identifying and 
implementing a range of NFM measures.

• Developing business cases and funding bids to 
enable development an delivery of NFM schemes.

Natural flood Management
Natural Flood ManagementNfM

Works are continuing at Crowther Bridge including the 
demolition of the bridge, installation of temporary and 
permanent piles and casting of abutments. As part of the 
project a new tow path with be built. A new arch of pre-cast 
concrete arches to the same design as Elland Bridge was 
installed at the end of March. The whole project is due to be 
finished by May  
canalrivertrust.org.uk

Crowther Bridge
Recovery

Gorpley Reservoir

You Can Slow The flow 
Resilience

Everybody living or working in the Calder Valley can 
make small changes to slow the flow of storm water. 
Slow The Flow: Calderdale has recently launched an 
exciting new project to explain how You Can Slow The 
Flow. 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) mimic the natural 
cycle of water management, by retaining water 
where it lands (instead of shedding it quickly to drains 
and watercourses, which can lead to floods). SuDS 
reduce rainwater runoff from a given site, filters it to 
improve water quality, and slow its journey 
downstream.  

Urban sustainable drainage allows us all to help Slow 
The Flow in Calderdale’s built environment. This 
complements Natural Flood Management measures, 
which are mostly rural.  Many small interventions (such 
as permeable paving, ‘leaky’ water butts and rain 
gardens) to slow run-off, could result in a significant 
amount of water being temporarily stored during storm 
events in our urban areas. This, together with 
catchment management and traditional flood 
defences, would contribute to reducing the scale and 
damaging effects of flood events. 

We can also consider altering our behaviour during flood 
events to discharge less water into drains (much as we 
might behave to conserve water during drought).  
Check our website slowtheflow.net for details of our 
activities.

What emotional support is 
available for people affected 
by floods in Calderdale?

Distress is a common reaction for people following a 
flood. However distress is usually temporary; most 
people are resilient and cope with being flooded 
despite being distressed by it. If symptoms persist, there 
are some services that can help:

• Your GP

• Calderdale Talking Therapies (Insight Health 
Care) offer psychological support for adults 
registered with a Calderdale GP, they are a 
self-referral service – 0300 5550191  
calderdale@insighthealthcare.org

• South West Yorkshire Partnership Trust IAPT offer 
psychological therapies for adults registered with 
a Calderdale GP, they are a self-referral service 
01484 434625/6

• Healthy Minds run a number of peer-led 
wellbeing groups – 01422 345154

National services:

SANE helpline – 0845 767 8000
The Samaritans – 116123

Information

NHS
Calderdale 

Clinical Commissioning Group

Resilience



The Environment Agency are planning a drop-in at 
Hebden Bridge Town Hall in April on the Hebden Bridge 
scheme. Watch out for dates and times on slowtheflow.net 
or eyeoncalderdale.com 

Hebden Bridge

The Environment Agency plan launched in October 2016 
is being refreshed by the communities and partnerships 
across Calderdale. From the end of April to early May 
there will be a number of opportunities to feed in your 
comments, on line or in person at the FRRS2 drop-ins, or at 
other community events in the valley. Watch out for dates 
and times on slowtheflow.net or eyeoncalderdale.com    

refresh of the Calderdale flood 
Action Plan 

During May the Environment Agency will be holding 4 
drop-in sessions in the Calder Valley to discuss the flood 
risk issues for 18 initial FRRS2 assessments being carried out 
in the area. The drop-ins are expected to be in 
Todmorden, Mytholmroyd, Sowerby Bridge and Brighouse. 
Watch out for dates and times on slowtheflow.net or  
eyeoncalderdale.com   

flood risk reduction Schemes 
2 (frrS2) 

The following projects by the Environment Agency for tree 
maintenance on the River Calder have now been 
completed, They are:

• Calder Downstream of Todmorden to Hebden Bridge
• Hebden to Mytholmroyd
• Upper Calder
• Walsden Water

The tree clearance works at Luddenden Foot are ongoing 
and will be completed by the end of March.

Channel Maintenance on the 
river Calder 

• Tree clearance in Elphin Brook has been completed.  
This will enable construction of the improved flood 
defences. The felled trees and branches have been 
gathered, and where possible/suitable will be used 
in leaky dams and other natural flood management 
schemes in the upper catchments.

• 13 Calder Grove has now been demolished, and the 
party wall with 11 Calder Grove is now being rebuilt 
as the new gable-end.  Planning permission has 
been given for a similar demolition and gable-end 
construction at 10 Calder Grove. The demolition of 
these properties will create space for the river to be 
widened.

•	 The Mytholmroyd post office will be moving at the 
end of April. 4-16 Burnley Road (the terrace of 
buildings where Whitesands Travel Agent collapsed 
on Boxing Day) will then be demolished, to enable 
the construction of a new floodwall.

• The responses from the 3-day public consultation 
event have now been collated.  A summary of the 
responses can be found in the Environment Agency 
project team’s latest newsletter, available soon on 
the eyeoncalderdale.com website and at the Flood 
Information Centre (open Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday’s at the Mytholmroyd Community Centre car 
park).  If you wish to be added to the mailing list to 
receive newsletters direct, please email 
mytholmroydFAS@ea.gov.uk  

• The Environment Agency have been working closely 
with stakeholders including CBMC, local businesses 
and residents in developing the designs, and we will 
be submitting planning applications in April and 
May. These are being submitted for twelve separate 
areas of the village.  Details of planning application 
reference numbers will be available in the Flood 
Information Centre.

Keeping you informed of 
ongoing works in Mytholmroyd 

Works are progressing well to repair the collapsed section 
of the failed culvert, the works are due to be completed 
June 2017. 

friths Mill Todmorden
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