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Cross service working between Sports Services and The Specialist 
Inclusion Service has enabled the Council’s Disability Sports Development Officer to 
coordinate and deliver specific programmes which promote the inclusion and 
integration of disabled children and young people in curriculum and ‘out of school’ 
sport and leisure sessions. 

Working with PE teachers, Senco’s and support staff, targeted work and consultation 
has been carried out to give an accurate picture of the barriers faced, and 
appropriate methods required to establish the inclusion and development of disabled 
children and young people. 

Guidance and support is provided in various formats, promoting an inclusive 
approach to physical activity, and establishing a ‘pathway’ to inclusion in the 
community. 

 

Recent events and competitions (Curriculum time) 

Sport Inspired Festival 2016 

Working with the charity organisation ‘Sportinspired’ North Bridge Leisure Centre 
hosted the 2016 ‘Sportinspired’ disability sports festival’ which was also supported by 
Lloyds Banking Group who provided 60 of their employees to volunteer at the event. 

The event specifically targeted SEND pupils in years 3-8 from both mainstream and 
special schools across Calderdale.  More than 100 pupils to part in the festival, 
participating in sporting activities which were delivered by qualified coaches from a 
range of sports specific inclusive mainstream clubs based in Calderdale.  

 

Yorkshire Panathlon Event 

Calderdale were crowned champions at the inaugural Panathlon Challenge 
Yorkshire after winning the county’s multi-sports festival at the Energise Leisure 
Centre in York. 

The team, drawing athletes from The Brooksbank School and Brighouse High 
School beat teams from Kirklees, York and Rotherham.  The Calderdale team took 
part in a number of training and practice sessions and their hard work really paid off! 
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Daniel West, five-times Paralympian who had been following events on Twitter, said, 
“This is a wonderful opportunity, because young people can start at local contests 
and know that they can go on to progress to regional finals like this” 

 

West Yorkshire School Games 

The West Yorkshire School Games consist of an inclusive winter and summer 
festival and several standalone competitions.  The summer event in July took place 
at Leeds Beckett University and specialist disability sport activities, Boccia and New 
Age Kurling were included in the events programme.   

Teams form The Brooksbank School and Halifax High represented Calderdale in the 
above events.  In the Boccia event, Halifax High came a close second to Wakefield 
with Brooksbank finishing third.  Against strong opposition in the New Age Kurling, 
Brooksbank finished in third place. 

 

Yorkshire Disability Athletics Finals 

Following qualification in local and regional heats, The Brooksbank School, Ryburn 
Valley High, Ravenscliffe High, Woodbank and Highbury schools all qualified for the 
West Yorkshire finals which took place at the John Charles Stadium, Leeds. 

All five schools came away from the event with probably their largest collection of 
medals gained from success in the varied disciplines which made up the 
competition.   

 

Primary Schools Athletics Festival 

In conjunction with National School games Week 2016, 78 participants from 11 
primary schools in Calderdale took part in a primary school athletics festival.  The 
event was held at Spring Hall Sports Facility where the pupils were divided into 
‘mixed school’ teams who were then coached, and participated in 10 different athletic 
related practices. 
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