
 
 
Do I need to apply for a licence from Calderdale Council? 
 
Any person who wishes to carry on at any premises (including a private dwelling)  a 
business of providing accomodation for other peoples cats and dogs as the main 
commercial activities must obtain a licence from Calderdale Council Licensing unit, 
issued under the Animal Boarding Establishment Act 1963. 
 
 

The application process 
 
To apply for an Animal Boarding Establishments licence, applicants must complete 
and submit an application form and the appropriate fee. 
 
When determining the application for an Animal Boarding Establishment licence, 
Calderdale Council will take into consideration: 

 whether the animals have access to suitable accommodation at all times, 
with regard to the construction and size of the quarters, number of animals 
kept, ventilation, cleanliness, exercising facilities, temperature and lighting  

 whether the animals will be suitably fed, watered, exercised, visited and 
supplied with adequate bedding material  

 whether the appropriate steps are in place to prevent and control the 
spread of infectious/contagious diseases, including isolation facilities  

 whether appropriate steps will be taken to protect the animals in the event 
of a fire or other emergency 

 
A Licensing Officer from the council will visit the premises to ensure that it complies 
with the above. In certain circumstances a veterinary inspection may also be 
undertaken. 
 
You will need to contact the Council's Planning service 01422 392237 to apply for 
the necessary planning permission. 
 
However, a licence would not be required where a relative or friend cares for the 
animals while the owner is away on holiday, other areas which fall outside regulatory 
control are animal sancturies, re-homing centres which are charitable concerns and 
not businesses.  Also services such as “dog walking” and “dog sitting” are not 
licensable as the sitter does not provide accomodation 
 
How long does the licence last? 
 
A licence is valid for one year, and operates from 1 January to 31December, 
however you can apply at any time during that period.  
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On successful completion of an application form, the applicant will be granted an 
Animal Boarding Establishments Licence, which will expire on the 31 December. 
 
Licence holders will receive a written reminder from the Licensing Unit prior to the 
expiry of their licence. 
 
In the event of the death of a person who is keeping a boarding establishment, the 
licence shall be deemed to have been granted to his personal representatives and 
shall remain in force until the end of the period of three months beginning with the 
death and shall then expire. 
 
Records required to be kept 
 
Licence holders must keep a register containing a description of all the animals 
boarding at the premises, the arrival and departure dates and the names and 
addresses of the owners. The register must be available for inspection by an officer 
of the local authority or veterinary surgeon/practitioner.  
 
Offences and penalties 
 
The following offences and penalties apply to the keeping of animal boarding 
establishment: 

 anybody found guilty of keeping an animal boarding establishment without 
a licence may be subject to a fine not exceeding level 2 (£500) or to three 
months imprisonment or both  

 anybody found guilty of failing to comply with the conditions of their 
licences may be subject to a fine not exceeding level 2 (£500) or to three 
months imprisonment or both  

 anybody found guilty of obstructing or delaying an Inspector, or authorised 
Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary Practitioner in the exercising of their 
powers of entry may be subject to a fine not exceeding level 2 ( £500) 

 
If found guilty under the Animal Boarding Establishments 1963, the Protection of 
Animals Act 1911, Pet Animals Act 19561, or any offence under the Animal Welfare 
Act 2006, sections 4,5,6(1) and (2), 7 to 9 and 11 the defendant's licence may be 
cancelled and they may be disqualified from keeping an animal boarding 
establishment for such length of time as the Court deems appropriate. 
 
Rights of entry 
 
Authorised officers of the Council and/or authorised veterinary surgeons/practitioners 
may enter and inspect a boarding premises at any reasonable time. 
 
How long will it take to process my application? 
 
If we have not contacted you to make arrangements to complete an inspection within 
14 days of your application, please contact us to check that your application was 
correctly made and received. 
 
The Council will endeavour to issue a Licence within a period of 28 days, however if 



we have been unable to determine your application in this time a licence will not be 
automatically granted due to animal welfare implications. 

 

The information herein is provided as guidance only and is not intended to be 
either a comprehensive nor exhaustive explanation of the requirements and 
obligations arising out of the Animal Boarding Establishment Act 1963. 
 
It is the responsibility of the applicant/licensee to become acquainted with and 
observe the statutory requirements in respect of all activities, entertainments 
and undertakings the subject of any licence application. 
 
Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council 
Customer Services and Communications 
General Licensing Unit 
Town Hall 
Crossley Street 
Halifax 
HX1 1PS 
Tel: (01422) 393001 
 
If you would like this information in another format or language please contact: 01422 
393317 

 

 

 


