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Background 

Cabinet agreed in April 2014 to a Community Asset Transfer of the above buildings 
to Sowerby Bridge Fire and Water with the Council taking a lease back of the 
Library. The buildings, except the Library, were in a poor state of repair, some being 
vacant for many years, had water ingress and dry rot was present in part of the 
building. Works were carried out by the group and the Council to slow down the 
spread of dry rot. Lease negotiations have been protracted and the Lease and Joint 
Working Agreement has not been signed.  

Current Situation 

The dry rot in the building has spread in the intervening period through the party wall 
into part of the Library. Any work carried out to remedy the dry rot to the Library 
would not be guaranteed as the likelihood of the spread of dry rot back to this area 
would be high.  

It is clear that the Fire and Water buildings are in a poor state of repair and 
immediate action is required to eradicate the spread of dry rot to the library. 
Discussions have been held with representatives of Fire and Water and the following 
interim solution has been proposed to allow the lease to be completed and grant 
funding to be applied for. 

That part of the former swimming pool building that abuts the library is stripped of 
any timber and materials that can transfer the dry rot. This will need the installation 
of a temporary partition which is weather clad. It will also mean that there is an area 
of external wall to the library which requires to be weatherproofed. Fire and Water 
have offered to carry out the stripping out works and build the temporary partitions 
and have asked that the Council deals with and pays for the weatherproofing of the 
wall to the Library as part of its works. The detail is now being looked into so a 
decision can be made as soon as possible. 

Next Steps 

Assuming we proceed on the above basis, Fire and Water will pull together a 
programme for their works and the Council will put together a tender for its works. 

The Library will now be excluded from the transfer and the lease amended 
accordingly, which isn’t an onerous task. It is proposed that there would be a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the parties that we work together in the 
future regarding any plans F&W have for physically connecting the library with the 
redeveloped F&W buildings.  

There will now be a concerted effort to complete the lease.  


