
Neighbourhoods and Community Engagement Small Grants Panel 
 

1st Round Meeting 2015/16 
21st May 2015 

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 
 
Present:            Cllr D Young (Chair) Calderdale MBC 
 Cllr M Greenwood  Calderdale MBC 
 Colin Cromack Voluntary Sector Representative  
 Brian Mansfield Voluntary Sector Representative 

 Tony Burger CFFC Representative 
  

 
Apologies:      Cllr C Beal Calderdale MBC  
 Mohammed Rahoof Voluntary Sector Representative 
    
In attendance: Sarah J Barker Calderdale MBC Neighbourhood Services 
 Steve Martin Calderdale MBC Neighbourhood Services 
   
 

 
 
 
Cllr Young welcomed Panel members and opened the meeting.  

 

 

The total amount available for distribution through the Small Grants scheme in 2015/16 is £70,000.   

This amount, if averaged across the four quarters of 2014/15 would make £17,500 available at 
each round. 

Round 1 has allocated £17,290 to Voluntary and Community groups and projects in 
Calderdale (please see item 4 for details of awards) through the Small Grants Scheme.  

This leaves £52,710 for this year. 

The total amount available from the 2015/16 Community Festival & Events Funds is £50,000. 
£10,000 was allocated for small community events associated with the Tour de Yorkshire. 

Last round allocated £6,957 to celebrate the Tour de Yorkshire; and £933 overspend from 2014/15 
was brought forward to this year. 

This left £42,110, if averaged across the four rounds to April 2016 would make £10,761 available 
at each round. 

Round 1 has allocated £10,030 to Voluntary and Community groups and projects in 
Calderdale (please see item 5 for details of awards) through the Community Festival & 
Events Fund. 

This leaves £32,080 for this year. 

 
 
 
3 The notes of the last meeting were approved by the Small Grants Panel. 

1 Welcome & Apologies 

2 Financial Position 

3 Notes of the last meeting and matters arising 



3.1. Officers informed the Panel that Sanskriti Halifax who were awarded a £2,700 grant in the 
last round have still not managed to open a bank account so have decided to try a different 
bank. They will keep officers informed of progress 

3.2. Calderdale Industrial Museum Association have still not completed their contract with the 
Council which was a condition on last round’s £1,500 grant. They will keep officers 
informed. 

3.3. The Workers Education Association who were deferred from the last round as they didn’t 
have a local constitution have informed officers that under their national body’s rules they 
are unable to adopt one so will be ineligible to apply. 

 

 
 

HIGH 

2014/15/784 Heptonstall Village Team 

This application was withdrawn as they have received funding from the Staying Well project. 

2014/15/791 Mixenden United Football Club 

This well-established community North Halifax football club seeks funding for equipment, kit and 
ground rental.  

Recommendation – This application was deferred from the last round. The Panel awarded 
£2,000 towards the costs of equipment, kit and ground rental. 

2014/15/800 Sowood Women's Institute 

This new women's organisation seeks funding to help their growing membership: equipment and 
craft materials. They work in the community supporting good causes and reducing social isolation. 
Income is from members' subs and attendance fees.  

Recommendation - Cllr Greenwood declared an interest as Ward Councillor and member of 
Ripponden WI. This application was deferred from the last round to allow officers to investigate 
whether Women’s Institute groups should receive funding. After some discussion the Panel 
decided that this application was unsuccessful, because the organisation is part of a National 
Federation and the membership fees are high. 

2015/16/806 Halifax Civic Trust 

This cultural and heritage organisation seeks a contribution towards a subsidy of £5,000 to the 
Carnegie Press to finance the publication of an updated 3rd edition, extended to 350 pages, of 
"Halifax" by Dr John A. Hargreaves, well-known local historian. This is an important cultural 
project tying in with Piece Hall refurbishment and new Library/archive. As the current edition of the 
book is out of print this would be very useful for history students and interested public. The book 
will be sold in Council Tourism shops. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £1,350 towards the cost of reprinting the book Halifax. 

2015/16/810 Southowram St Anne’s Scouts 

This well-established scouting group meets in St Anne's Church in Southowram. They are seeking 
funding to buy tents and other camping equipment, and to subsidise trips to camping weekends, 
outdoor activities and place of interest for those young people who may not be able to afford such 
things. Costs of food and personal items will not be eligible for grant aid. 

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £2,700 towards the cost of camping equipment and 
subsidised activities. 

4 Small Grants Scheme Applications and Decisions 



2015/16/811 Rotary Club of Sowerby Bridge 

Sowerby Bridge Rotary has raised funds for 2 defibrillator units, and now seeks funding for 2 
more. They have received £500 from the Sowerby Bridge Ward Forum grant fund so have asked 
for this application to be reduced by that figure. These items can be lifesavers. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £2,250 towards the cost of purchasing and installing 
defibrillator units in Sowerby Bridge & Ripponden. Cllr Greenwood opposed decision as she 
believes equipment shouldn't be used without medical supervision; remaining panel members 
supported it. 

2015/16/813 Hebden Bridge & Todmorden Self Build Community Housing Group 

This small community group has been going since 2011 but don't seem to have done anything 
since £3000 grants in that year. They seek funding for 2-4 members to undertake training to build 
a straw bale visitor centre in Preston, and group running costs. 

Recommendation – Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel awarded 
£800 towards group running costs, but not training costs or child care. 

 

MEDIUM 

2014/15/782 Overgate Hospice Choir 

This voluntary group was formed in 1991 specifically to support the work of Overgate Hospice 
through public performance of choral music. They perform 4 concerts a year along with other 
musical events. They have raised over £250,000 for the Hospice. They are seeking funds to hire 
Halifax Minster in October for Handel's Messiah, and hope the other costs will come from 
sponsorship etc. 

Recommendation – This application was deferred from the last round. The Panel awarded £450 
towards the costs of hiring Halifax Minster in October. 

2014/15/790 Bradford Dragons Community Foundation 

Although based in Bradford, this is the only club offering basketball training in Calderdale. They 
are highly regarded and are already doing some work in Calderdale. It could give an opportunity 
for young people not currently on offer here. Medals and certificates would not be eligible 
expenditure 

Recommendation – This application was deferred from the last round. The Panel awarded 
£1,350 towards basketball coaching costs only, not personal items. 

2014/15/796 Northowram Methodist Church Pre-School 

This Pre-school has been going since 1992 and operates three mornings a week for about 30 2-4 
year olds; they have paid staff. They seek funding for toys and play equipment and an outside tap 
following an OFSTED requirement. 

Recommendation – This application was deferred from the last round. The Panel awarded 
£1,000 towards the cost of installing an outside tap, and toys and equipment. Cllr Greenwood 
opposed the decision as she queried their governance as a private company; other Panel 
members supported it. 



2015/16/808 Brighouse Business Initiative 

This relatively new local business and community organisation stages a number of events 
throughout Brighouse, throughout the year. They encourage community cohesion, resilience and 
inward investment. 

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £1,500 towards the cost of organising community 
events. 

2015/16/809 Ground Floor Project 

Ground Floor has been going for over 30 years and provides facilities for many local community 
groups and activities. They have been funded by a Calderdale Community Service grant in the 
past. They disposed of a Council bought van without informing the Council. 

Recommendation - Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. Steve Martin declared 
an interest as he was previously seconded to the organisation from the Council. The Panel 
awarded £1,375 towards the cost of installing a stair lift to the 2nd floor. This is conditional on the 
organisation accepting they will have to repay the grant if they cease trading or dispose of the 
asset. 

2015/16/814 St Anne in the Grove Church 

This church in Town ward runs a community hall, well used by local community groups. They 
want to resurface their car park to improve facilities for local visitors. The project is estimated to 
cost £15,000 but no large sums are yet secured. The Panel has supported such projects in the 
past.  

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £1,500 towards the cost of resurfacing the car park. 
This is conditional on raising the total cost of the project. 

2015/16/815 King Cross Park RLFC 

King Cross Park RLFC is a well-established successful Rugby League and soccer club with 
senior and junior teams ranging from Under 7s to Under 18s and 2 Open Age sides. They 
urgently need to repair a dangerous boundary wall.  

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £1,015 towards the cost of repairing the boundary wall. 

 

 VERY LOW 

2015/15/812 Lightcliffe Scout Group 

The popular Scout group was awarded a small grant in November 2013 to buy tents - they 
returned their monitoring information in good time. They are now seeking further funding for a 
mess tent and folding tables/chairs. 

Recommendation –The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because this 
round is oversubscribed so the Panel can't fund this project as it is a very low priority. 

 
 

INCOMPLETE/INELIGIBLE/WITHDRAWN 

2015/16/803 Youth For Christ 

This organisation does good work with vulnerable young people throughout Calderdale, mostly 
around central Halifax. They received a £3000 small grant in May 2013 for this project, and 
needed to be reminded about their monitoring return. Their 2013 accounts don't cover the period 



of the project. They seem to be looking for salaries. The budget doesn't balance. 

Recommendation –The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because this 
round is oversubscribed so the Panel can't fund this project as it is a low priority and some 
information was lacking. 

2015/16/816 Old Brodleians 

This application was withdrawn. 

 

5 Community Festival & Events Fund Applications and Decisions 

HIGH 

069 Brighouse Business Initiative 

The Brighouse Comedy Festival will run from 28th September to 3rd October 2015 at various 
venues in Brighouse. This will be the first Comedy Festival to be held in Brighouse; it is being 
organised by Brighouse Business Initiative in partnership with local community groups and 
businesses. Past events organised by the partnership have increased the footfall in Brighouse 
and brought over £3 million into the local economy. It's hoped this festival will become a regular 
event in the local cultural and community calendar.  

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £3,000 towards the cost of the Comedy Festival, a new 
and innovative event which fits with the Cabinets priorities. 

070 Mytholmroyd Arts Festival 

Mytholmroyd Arts Festival will run from 16th – 25th October 2015 at various venues in 
Mytholmroyd. This is a new venture planned by a new organisation made up of artists living in the 
area. They are working closely with local community organisations, schools and colleges. The first 
weekend will concentrate on visual arts, including a heritage exhibition of historical local 
photographs, and art exhibitions; the second weekend will concentrate on crafts, with Craft Fair 
and workshops; there will be literature events, film shows and music concerts in between. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £4,055 towards the cost of the Arts Festival, a new and 
innovative event which fits with the Cabinets priorities. 

MEDIUM 

068 Midgley Community Forum 

Midgley Village Fete will be held on 13th June at Midgley Recreation Ground. This local 
community event has been held biennially since 2009, and has grown in size and popularity with 
the 2013 event attracting about 500 people. It is organised by Midgley Community Forum with 
input from many local community, school and sports clubs. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £975 towards infrastructure costs of this year’s Fete.  

2015/16/804 Heptonstall Festival 

This application was transferred from Small Grants as Community Festivals seems more 
appropriate. The Heptonstall Festival is an annual community event to be held in July this year. It 
is aimed at family entertainment, with Roald Dahl being this year's theme. The Small Grant and 
Festival funds have supported it in the past. As this is not a new event it is medium priority. 

Recommendation — Cllr Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel was 
informed that the Community Foundation for Calderdale had already awarded a grant for these 
items so this application was unsuccessful. 



2015/16/805 Friends of the Rydings 

This application was transferred from Small Grants as Community Festivals seems more 
appropriate. Friends of the Rydings have organised the Brighouse Arts Festival for a number of 
years, and have been funded from Small Grants and Festival & Events pots in the past. They 
have managed to secure funding from various sources in the past. The Arts Festival is a cultural 
highlight of the year.  

Recommendation - The Panel awarded £2,000 towards the cost of Brighouse Arts Festival in 
September 2015. The Panel further recommended that the organisation should consider 
constituting the Brighouse Arts Festival as a separate entity to improve transparency of funding. 

 

INELIGIBLE 

071 The Penthouse/Ladyfest Todmorden 

Ladyfest Todmorden will be held over the weekend of 31st July to 2nd August at various venues in 
Todmorden - a weekend of global music and arts movement promoting women artists. 

Recommendation –The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because the 
organisation is not a voluntary community group; it doesn't have a constitution and can't provide 
annual accounts. There doesn't appear to be any local community involvement in the event, and 
they will be charging for events; the Festival was not generated from within the Borough. The 
budget seems unrealistic with the grant apparently expected to pay administration costs and artist 
fees. There are only two people running the group, living at the same address. 

072 Christians Together Calderdale 

Love Calderdale will be staged on Saturday 30th May in Halifax Town Centre. There will be stalls 
run by local voluntary and community groups and a full programme of events: local musicians, 
bands, dance groups, school choirs on the stage; street entertainment and artists engaging with 
the local community; a chill out are run by young people with free tea and cakes. 

Recommendation –The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because the 
organisation has only just returned monitoring information for a small grant awarded 18 months 
ago, after many requests, and they spent funds on ineligible items – namely food – in 
contradiction of the Scheme’s explicit Guidelines. 

 
 
 

7.1. Officers made a brief presentation outlining the monitoring feedback received from five 
Small Grants Scheme recipients. 

7.2. Officers have sent reminders to eight small grant recipients from 2013/14. 

 

 
8. Officers gave brief presentations on the Small Grants Scheme and Community Festival and 

Events Fund over the 2014/15 year. The Panel discussed ways to target grants to those 
wards which have not been well represented in the past. 

 

 
None 
 
 

 

7  Monitoring Feedback 

  

10 Any other business  

11 Date of Next Meeting 

8  Report on last year’s grants 



 

Round 2 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 20th August 2015,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

Round 3 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 19th November 2015,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

Round 4 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 19th February 2016,  

Room G.104, Westgate House, Halifax 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed _____________________________________ Dated_________________ 


