
Neighbourhoods and Community Engagement Small Grants Panel 
 

1st Round Meeting 
 

23rd May 2013 
Room A, Town Hall, Halifax 

 
Present:            Cllr D Young Calderdale MBC 

 Tony Burger CFFC Representative 
 Brian Mansfield Voluntary Sector Representative 
 Steve Sykes Voluntary Sector Representative 
   

Apologies:      Cllr F Shoukat Calderdale MBC 
 Cllr M Thompson Calderdale MBC 
 Derek Ashton Voluntary Sector Representative 

   
In attendance: Sarah J Barker Calderdale MBC Community Services 
 Steve Martin Calderdale MBC Community Services 

   

1.  Welcome and Apologies 

 
Cllr Young welcomed members of the Grants Panel and opened the meeting. 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Shoukat, Cllr Thompson and Derek Ashton. 

   

2. Financial Position  

 
 The total amount available for distribution through the Small Grants scheme in 2013/14 is £70,000.   
  

This amount, if averaged across the four quarters of 2013/14 would make £17,500 available at each 
round. 

 

This Round – Round 1 - has allocated £17,001 to Voluntary and Community groups and 
projects in Calderdale (please see item 4 for details of awards) through the Small Grants 
Scheme.  
 

4. Notes of the last meeting and Matters Arising  

 
The notes of the last meeting were approved by the Small Grants Panel. 
 

5. Applications 

 
 

HIGH 

2013/14/625 The Friends of the Stray 

This local community group submitted this application to erect football goal posts in their 
local park last round, but the Panel deferred a decision pending a discussion with Play 
Manager, Park Manager and Panel member. The feedback seems positive, and the 
application is of a HIGH priority. 

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £3,000 towards the erection of football goal posts 
and “carpeting” in Stray Park. This award is conditional upon the land drainage issue being 
addressed. 



2013/14/634 HX1 Utd FC 

This small established sporting club wants to diversify from 4 junior football teams into junior 
cricket . They appear to have a track record and have requested to join the Halifax junior 
cricket league. They aim to bring young people together through sport, and train volunteers. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £1,720 as a contribution towards the purchase of 
cricket equipment, training volunteers, hiring playing facilities and team insurance. The group 
is reminded that the Small Grants Scheme does not fund the purchase of clothing, as this 
fits into the category of personal equipment. This award is conditional on being spent only 
on the items outlined in application (excluding whites) and relevant receipts being provided 
with monitoring within 12 months of the award. 

2013/14/639 Halifax & District Beekeepers Association 

This small organisation is seeking support to set up a training facility in Southowram to 
promote the craft of beekeeping, train its members, and engage with the wider community. 

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £2,954 towards the costs of purchasing a second-
hand portacabin and composting toilet. 

2013/14/645 Friends of Calder Holmes Park 

This small community group seeks £500 for hiring a PA and sound engineer for "Fair for 
Youth". In the past they were funded by Hebden Royd Town Council and had their own PA, 
but this is no longer available (they have access to a small community system).  

Recommendation — Councillor Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel 
awarded £500 towards the costs of hiring a sound system and engineer for this year’s event. 

2013/14/646 Heptonstall Festival 

This very new organisation is seeking support for the 2013 Heptonstall Festival. The 
previous festivals were run on an ad hoc basis and there are no accounts. Part funding for 
Handmade Parade is ineligible as the Council already funds that group.  

Recommendation — Councillor Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel 
awarded £1,361 towards hire of PA, marquee and equipment; and insurance, licensing and 
first aid. The group is reminded that funding for Handmade Parade is ineligible as the 
Council already funds that group. This award is conditional on receiving a BACs form. 

2013/14/647 30th Holy Nativity Scout Group 

This North Halifax based scout groups is seeking funding to buy camping and other 
equipment. Although the group has only 34 members at present, this equipment should last 
for many years and will benefit many times that number in the future. 

Recommendation —The Panel awarded £2,866 towards the cost of camping and other 
equipment. 

 

MEDIUM 

2013/14/633 Halifax Wheelchair Tag Rugby League Club 

This community sports organisation is seeking funding to buy 2 sports wheelchairs for young 
people. Their annual income is over £10,000 so they are MEDIUM priority. These 
wheelchairs are specialist items and are only available from a few outlets. 

Recommendation –The Panel awarded £2,100 towards the purchase of two sports 
wheelchairs for young people. This award is conditional on clarification of relationship with 
"Young at Heart". 



2013/14/636  Illingworth St Mary's Cricket Club 

This local sports club is seeking a contribution towards erecting a fence to stop stray cricket 
balls. They have an income well over £10,000, and received a small grant in the past (2005), 
but it was a long time ago, so the priority should be Medium. They have considerable 
community support. 

Recommendation – The Panel awarded £1,500 towards the cost of the fence. This award is 
conditional upon securing funding to complete the project. 

2013/14/637 Clifton Handbell Ringers 

This small Rastrick-based music group is seeking funding to insure their set of handbells. 
They received a small grant in November 2010 to cover this insurance, and in July 2008 for 
publicity and printing. Since then, their membership has fallen further. They seem 
unsustainable.  

Recommendation — The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because 
the organisation appears unsustainable. The Panel recommended that the organisation 
contact Sector Support Calderdale to discuss sustainability issues, and the Rastrick “Big 
Local” Community Fund. 

2013/14/644 Role With It Productions 

This newly formed small arts group are seeking support for a production of “Alice in 
Wonderland” at Hebden Bridge Picture House in the autumn. They have submitted a cash 
projection for the year, showing a £50,000 income. Their constitution contained no 
dissolution clause, nor voting mechanism, but after raising the matter it has been amended. 
There are concerns over aspects of their budget.  

Recommendation – Councillor Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel 
decided that this application was unsuccessful, because of concerns over the 
organisation’s budget and governance. The Panel recommended that the organisation 
contact Sector Support Calderdale to discuss governance issues. 

 
 
 
 

LOW 

2013/14/632 St John the Divine Community Hall 
 

This community organisation received a £1500 grant in 2009 for toilets refurbishment and 
they have an income of over £10,000, The application is therefore LOW priority. The project 
is large, and relies on £15,000 of unsecured funding.  

Recommendation – The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because 
the group had received a grant before and their income is over £10,000. 

2013/14/638 Brighouse Charity Gala 

This large community-based group organises an annual event, and has a regular income of 
over £10,000 pa, and are seeking funding for this year’s Charity Gala. They have applied for 
the same items previously, and this event is specifically mentioned in their constitution. They 
made £3,777 excess last year. 

Recommendation – Steve Sykes declared an interest as a member of the organisation, left 
the room and took no part in the discussion. The Panel decided that this application was 
unsuccessful, because the group had received a grant before and their income is over 
£10,000, and the application is identical to those made in recent years 



2013/14/640 Project Colt 

This charitable arm of a large social enterprise is seeking support to install vertical blinds in 
their training room. They have an income over £10,000 a year, and have received a small 
grant before - it is therefore LOW priority.  

Recommendation – The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because 
the group had received a grant before and their income is over £10,000, and the project is to 
enhance premises the charity doesn't own. 

2013/14/641 Brighouse Town AFC 

This large football club is seeking funding towards replacing their mower and strimmer. They 
received a small grant in 2011 for kitchen facilities, and they have a large income, so are a 
LOW priority.  

Recommendation – The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because 
the group had received a grant before and their income is over £10,000. The Panel 
recommended that the organisation contact Sector Support Calderdale and the Community 
Foundation for Calderdale to discuss funding such as “Sport for All”, and suggested they 
apply for sponsorship from local companies.  

2013/14/642 Hebden Bridge Arts Festival 

This well established Arts festival is seeking funding for this year's event.  Their annual 
income is over £10,000 and they were awarded a small grant in February 2011; they are 
LOW priority. They've resubmitted last round's application.  

Recommendation – Councillor Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor, and Tony 
Burger declared an interest as a beneficiary is known to him. The Panel awarded £500 
towards materials for the "Hebden's Bridges" project. 

 
VERY LOW 

2013/14/635 Friends of the Rydings Association 

This local arts & amenity organisation is seeking support for events during the 2013 
Brighouse Arts Festival. They received funding for a similar event last year, and their annual 
income is over £10,000. They are therefore of a VERY LOW priority 

Recommendation – The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because 
the group had received a grant within two years for a similar project. 

2013/14/643 Calder Valley Youth Theatre 

This Youth based Theatre Group are seeking a small grant to buy fabric to make costumes 
for their production of “Grease”. They received a grant last year, and have an income of over 
£10,000 a year. They are VERY LOW priority. 

Recommendation – Councillor Young declared an interest as Ward Councillor. The Panel 
awarded £500 towards the cost of fabrics for costumes in their production of "Grease", due 
to the small amount requested although the group had received a grant within two years for 
a similar project.  

2013/14/649 Halifax Town Centre Forum T/A Marketing Halifax 

This Halifax-based business organisation has a large annual income, and is seeking a 
contribution towards hiring a cookery kitchen. They received a small grant for a very similar 
project in round 1 of last year's programme, so it is a VERY LOW priority. 

Recommendation – The Panel decided that this application was unsuccessful, because 
the group had received a grant within two years for a very similar project. 



 
 

INCOMPLETE/INELIGIBLE/WITHDRAWN 

2013/14/631 Todmorden in Bloom 

This local amenity group seeks support for their project to improve a "gateway" site in 
Todmorden by planting shrubs and plants. They received a small grant in 2010 for a sensory 
garden. Their annual income is under £10,000. 

Due to the difficulty in providing evidence that they had permission to carry out the works 
intended the group decided to withdraw the application before the meeting, and redraft an 
application at a later date. 

2013/14/648 Friends of Crow Wood Park 

This small local amenity group wants support to provide litter bins and planters for their local 
park in Sowerby Bridge. 

Following discussions with senior officers regarding the provision of goods and services in 
Council parks, they decided to withdraw the application before the meeting, and redraft an 
application at a later date. 

 
 

6 Any Other Business  

 
A letter of thanks was received from Halifax Swimming Club for the grant awarded to them. 
 

7 Dates of next meetings  

 

Round 2 3.00 p.m. Thursday,  29th August 2013,  

Room C, Town Hall, Halifax 

Round 3 3.00 p.m. Thursday,  21st November 2013,  

Room C, Town Hall, Halifax 

Round 4 3.00 p.m. Thursday, 20th February 2014,  

Room C, Town Hall, Halifax 

 
Refreshments only will be served at these meetings. 

 
 
 
 
Signed _____________________________________ Dated_________________ 


