

APPENDIX 1


CARBON REDUCTION IN CALDERDALE

TERMS OF REFERENCE
1
Background

In October 2009, Full Council resolved to commit to the 10:10 initiative, which seeks a 10% reduction in our CO2 emissions within a one year period.

Due to the size of the organisation, we are also automatically included in the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme (CRCEES). This will require us to purchase and trade in CO2 allowances from April 2011, and performance on carbon reduction will have a direct financial impact on the authority.

We are also currently subject to two national performance indicators: NI185 (CO2 reduction from local authority operations) and NI186 (per capita reduction in CO2 emissions across the local authority area).
In addition, members have been keen to explore other carbon reduction commitments, such as the European-wide Covenant of Mayors.

2
Review Objectives

· To assess the 10:10 pledge and contrast its outcomes with those of other schemes

· To examine the impact on the Council of the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme (CRCEES) and the opportunities it may offer and investigate ways of how to further reduce the Council’s carbon footprint

· To explore other initiatives such as the Covenant of Mayors

· To look at how the Council might influence carbon reduction behaviour in Calderdale, including public, private and third sector and also domestic users

· To look at the potential for energy generation both within the Council and across Calderdale to both reduce carbon emissions and as a means of income generation, utilising feed-in tariffs and potential renewable heat incentives
· To explore how the Council might work with partners, and in partnerships, to deliver some of the identifies objectives
3
Key Stakeholders

To be determined by the panel, but could include:

· Cabinet
· Local Strategic Partnership Environment Delivery Partnership
· Pennine Housing 2000

· Public and Private Sector Partners and innovators
· Friends of the Earth

· Alternative Technology Centre

· National Trust

· CO2 Sense
4
Methodology
· Undertake evidence gathering sessions interviewing identified key stakeholders in public
· Undertake site visits of exemplars of good practice

· Desktop research and analysis of financial implications

· Desktop research and analysis of alternative carbon reduction schemes

· “What if?” scenarios using Vantage Point software

· Horizon-scanning and local impact analysis of national, regional and sub-regional policy and strategy, including Green Investment Bank, Renewable Heat Incentives, Tax Increment Financing, LCR Green Infrastructure Strategy etc

· Hold single-item agenda Panel meeting to bring all evidence together and produce recommendations
5
Resources Required

Most work will be supported by the Scrutiny Support Officer and officers from Economy and Environment Directorate. Transport may be required for some site visits but it is possible that CO2 Sense, who are a subsidiary of Yorkshire Forward, will be prepared to fund this.
6
Outline Timescales

To ensure that a report is timely with regard to Budget discussions, CRCEES allowance windows and 10:10 strategy, there will be an interim report completed by December 2010. A final report including more long-term recommendations will be completed by February 2011.
In order to do this it may be appropriate for some visits, evidence gathering, etc to undertaken by smaller groups of panel members on the basis of their availability, bearing in mind that only the full panel could make final recommendations.
