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ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT SCRUTINY PANEL,

15th November 2010



PRESENT: Councillor Raistrick (In the Chair)
Councillors Ali (substitute for Councillor Sutherland), Baines MBE (substitute for Councillor Mrs Cawthra), Beacroft-Mitchell, Mrs Carter (substitute for Councillor Byrne), D Hardy, R Pearson
41 FIXED PENALTY ENFORCEMENT STRATEGY: CABINET DECISION CALLED IN UNDER OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULE NO 21

At its meeting on 25th October 2010 Cabinet had considered a report which sought consideration to the approval of a Strategy for the Use of Fixed Penalty Notices and associated penalty tariffs for dealing with environmental offences including littering and dog fouling.  Cabinet at Minute 86/B66 had agreed the following resolution:

“* RESOLVED that the Council be recommended to

(a) approve the Fixed Penalty Enforcement Strategy having regard to guidance issued by DEFRA on the use of fixed penalties; and

(b) approve the tariffs for Fixed Penalty Notices and the associated discounts for early payments listed in table 1 of the report of the Director, Economy and Environment.”
The above decision relating to part (b) of the resolution had been called in by Councillor Baines MBE, Councillor Byrne and Councillor Taylor under the provisions of Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 21 for review by this Scrutiny Panel.

Members commented on the following issues:

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
a concern was expressed that the proposals included the maximum levels of charges and although reductions were included for early payment not everyone could afford to pay the fines immediately;

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
in the current economic climate it is harsh to expect people to pay these hefty fines;

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
the proposals should have been considered by the Scrutiny Panel before being submitted to Cabinet;

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
a concern was raised that the fine for the dropping of litter should have remained at £50;

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
the increased level of policing will act as a deterrent and the outcome of the increased enforcement should be monitored before increasing the fines;
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an issue was raised as to whether ‘unauthorised distribution of literature’ as legislated for under the Environment Protection Act 1990 could affect political parties;
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
the point was made that higher penalties will act as a greater deterrent.

Councillor Collins, Cabinet Member with responsibility for Economy and Environment attended the meeting and responded to Members’ concerns, but was unable to remain to the close of the meeting due to it clashing with a meeting of Cabinet. 

IT WAS AGREED that in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 21(f) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules the decision taken at Cabinet on 25th October 2010 in relation to part (b) as set out in Minute Number 86/B66 be released for implementation.
The following report is available for inspection by Members of the Council:

Fixed Penalty Enforcement Strategy: Cabinet Decision Called In under Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule No 21 (Call In Notice, Resolution of Cabinet and Report of Director, Economy and Environment)
