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LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE, 

22nd June 2015


PRESENT: Councillor Thornber (Chair)


Councillors Mrs Allen, Hardy, Holden, Pillai, Shoukat, Smith, Wilkinson, S Young
3 MINUTES OF THE LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 9TH MARCH AND 27TH MAY 2015 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee held on 9th March and 27th May 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4 MINUTES OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 16TH MARCH AND 5TH JUNE 2015  
Minute Number 2/L3 wording “Reasons for granting the Premises Licence are” to be amended to “Reasons for granting the Variation to the Premises Licence”.
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Sub Committee held on the 16th March and 5th June 2015 be noted.
5 AMENDMENT TO HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE LICENSE CONDITIONS

The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report for Members’ consideration which related to the complaints received from the Hackney Carriage Taxi Owners Association (HTOA) in relation to the specification required for the side step attached to an accessible licensed vehicle. The current conditions for hackney carriage vehicles did not specify the required specification for a side step for accessible vehicles. Transport services had advised that the retractable step and fitting were in accordance with best practice guidance from the governments disabled transport advisory committee. It was a requirement that any change in conditions be approved by the licensing and regulatory committee. 

Mr S Gale as Chair of the HCTOA attended the meeting and addressed the Committee. Councillor Ali representing the PHTA attended the meeting and addressed the Committee. 

RESOLVED that: 
(a) any retractable steps where there is an issue can be removed by Battinson Road;
(b) the Head of Customer Services be requested to submit a written review of current vehicles and steps in use to the next meeting of this Committee; and

(c) the Head of Customer Services be requested to submit a written report on the impact of the new policy in relation to the implementation of licensing vehicles over 6 years old and 6 month compliance tests to the next meeting of this Committee.
6 CALDERDALE COUNCIL CONTRACTED TRANSPORTATION WORK – COUNSEL’S OPINION

The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report for Members’ consideration of the legal opinion given by Counsel in relation to the Council’s transport services and to agree any amendments to the process. 

At their meeting on 5th January 2015 Members resolved that officers seek Counsel’s opinion on the need for, and legality of, requiring drivers who fulfilled Council contracted work to be licenced in Calderdale. They also took advice from Counsel on the possibility of charging Rossendale Council for enforcement costs relating to drivers licensed by Rossendale driving in Calderdale. Counsel’s advice was that to insert a general clause requiring drivers to be licensed by Calderdale Council could be considered unreasonable and open to legal challenge. It was more important that drivers met the safeguarding criteria rather than just be licensed by this Council. Counsel was of the opinion that charging Rossendale for enforcement costs would not be successful as there was no agreement to costs when the authorisations between councils were signed. 

RESOLVED that:


(a) the Counsel’s opinion be noted; and

(b) the Committee agree to implement changes in transportation contracted and driver conditions as follows: a clause be added to transportation contracts that any driver undertaking work who is not licensed by this Council has to provide an up to date enhanced DBS (disclosure and barring service) check and undertake to abide by the Council’s conditions, including safeguarding/professional standards training, or provide evidence that they have done so elsewhere.

7 LICENSING REVIEW

The Acting Registration and Licensing Services Manager advised that they were still looking into the delegation of powers to officers and would report back fully to the next meeting of this Committee.

Update on Door Signs

Regarding the members request from the 9th march 2015 meeting about seeing samples of magnetic door signs, officers had identified a supplier and examples would be brought back to the next meeting of this Committee. 
Update on the Licensing Service at Battinson Road

The new Licensing Service at Battinson Road opened this week and all the signs were positive so far, officers were collating statistics to ensure that the service would be best used and word was still getting around.
Update on the Professional Standards Training
The Professional Standards Training was launched on the 12th June 2015, so far they had received a good response and feedback had been positive.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee be re-arranged to Monday 21st September 2015 at 1800.
