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	Ovenden Ward Forum

For more information, go to www.halifaxnorthandeast.com;                            email team@halifaxnorthandeast.com; or ring 01422 255402

	

	Meeting Note

	Date: 
	Thursday 11 December 2014

	Venue: 
	Halifax RUFC, Ovenden Park, Keighley Road, Halifax, HX2 8AR


Present: Councillor Anne Collins (Chair), Councillor Bryan Smith, Councillor Helen Riveron, PC James Moriarty (West Yorkshire Police ) Vicky McGhee and Karen Scanlon (North and East Halifax Neighbourhood Team). 22 residents
Apologies: Debs Sunderland (Pennine Housing)

1 Welcome and introductions 

1.1 Councillor Anne Collins welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a brief outline of what the Ward Forums are about and how local people can be involved.
2 £5k Ward Forum Budget

2.1 Calderdale Council has made a total of £ 5,000 available for each ward to be spent by March 2015. The fund must be spent on grants for activities and projects that benefit the ward. For example a community group activity, a community event or a project to improve the environment. The maximum grant per application is £500 and any group can apply. 

2.2 The Neighbourhood Team is running the grants fund for each ward but decisions on who will receive a grant will be made by a Ward Forum Grants Panel made up of neutral community representatives. 

2.3 To make an application please contact Tony King on 01422 255402 or email team@halifaxnorthandeast.com. Don’t be put off by the application form! If you’ve got a good idea for a project, ring us and we can help you.

3 Your issues – Open Forum 
3.1 Ovenden Way Bottom -Resident reported the lights not working at the bottom of Ovenden Way. Cllr Rivron explained that they have already reported the problem once but will collect more details after the meeting  

3.2 Ramsden Street - Parking on the pavement at the top of Ramsden Street. On the right hand side, facing south, there is always at least one parked on the pavement. These vehicles prohibit the passage of a wheelchair without going into the road. 
3.3 Streetlights – A number of residents spoke about lampposts that are not lit around the area including Old Lane and Straight Lane. Cllr Smith has spoken with highways dept and they are aware and are dealing with the matter in the meantime he requested that residents collect information like lamppost number and log number.

3.4 Paige Hill – A resident complimented the Council on the speedy rebuilding of the broken down stone wall on Paige Hill 
4  Local Updates 

4.1 OSCA Joe Collins – Joe Collins gave an update on the recent developments at OSCA.
4.1.1 The OSCA foundation is launching its Sport England supported 3 year community sports development project ‘Bringing Back the Heart’ which will add new sport and physical activities to the well developed football and rugby league. There is both ‘sport’ and ‘non-sport’ activities for all ages to enjoy from tots to open age, including ‘Walking Football’, orienteering, geo-cashing, archery, mountain biking and bush-craft.  
4.1.2 Other projects supported by the OSCA Foundation are as follows:
· Club HQ – Ovenden Amateur Rugby League 
· Club HQ – Ovenden West Riding Juniors and Girls

· Junior Development Programmes – Football and Rugby League

· Club HQ and Training Venue – Ovenden ARLFC, West Riding Juniors and Girls, Ovenden Phoenix FC
· Bringing Back The Heart – Community Sports Project

· Floodlit Multi-Use 3g Games Area For Hire
· North Halifax 5 A Side League -Teams Needed – Contact Neil Ross 
4.1.3 OSCA are looking to introduce new activities through 2014 and 2015 but you can get involved now by contacting Neil Ross, the new Community Sports Development Officer on 07974077143 
4.2 Halifax Rugby Union Football Club - Grayham Smith chairman of the club welcomed everyone to the meeting.
4.2.1 Grayham talked about the club’s very successful mixed ability team ‘Halifax Magpies’, sponsored by Pennine Magpie. He said it is very heart-warming to watch the team develop and encouraged anyone to come along and watch on Saturday mornings, 10.30 until 12. 
4.2.2 The sessions for players with learning and physical difficulties, and able bodied players are a great chance to play rugby, keep fit, make friends and have fun - all under the guidance of professional coaches.

4.2.3 For more details please contact Stuart Hill (Coach) on 07882 014799 or Debbie Greenwood (Sports Development Officer) on 01422 246740

4.3 Staying Well Project – Helen Enevoldson explained about a new project for North Halifax called Staying Well.

1.1.1. The project is being piloted in North Halifax and aims to link lonely and isolated older people with activities and services in the local area. 

1.1.2. Local people and organisations will form a Steering Group to oversee the project and will be able to commission new services and activities from a local funding pot starting at £50,000 – this could mean money for your group!

1.1.3. The project will launch on 15th January at Threeways Centre. If you would like to attend please click here… https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/staying-well-in-north-halifax-event-tickets-14847405991
1.1.4. In the meantime, if you would like to talk to someone about some of the activities going on in your area, or you think you know someone who might benefit from the project, please ring Helen on 01422 255402/07912891206 or email helen.enevoldson@calderdale.gov.uk   

5 Citizens Celebration Awards-
5.1 Calderdale Citizens Celebration Awards – Following a vote at the last Ovenden ward forum, Kirsty Healy from St Georges Youth Project will represent the ward at the Citizen Celebration Awards in January 2015. 
5.2 Certificates have been presented to the following groups and individuals nominated:
· Mick Gavan

· Adrian Hill

· Tutors and Students of North Halifax Skills Centre

·  Peter Coenen 

6 Police update
6.1 PC Moriarty introduced himself as the Police Ward Officer for Ovenden. He said that over the last 3 months he has been getting to know the ward and some of the key  individuals within the ward.
6.1.1 PC Moriarty gave an outline of crime in the Ovenden area and confirmed that over the last 8 - 10 weeks there has been a very low level of reported crime. However an ASB order has been served on two youths and Police are gathering information on individuals who appear to be causing problems. 
6.1.2 Investigations into recent reported damage to the poly tunnel at Pennine Magpie have been successful with eight youths identified and arrests made. 
6.1.3 PC Moriarty said that he has held speed initiatives in hotspots areas identified by residents; 12 tickets have been issued at Long Lane Wheatley.
6.1.4 Residents suggested monitoring the traffic along Shay Lane as this is also a bad area for speed. 

6.1 Ovenden Neighbourhood Watch - Karen Scanlon informed the meeting about a brand new Neighbourhood Watch group set up in Ovenden. The Wheatley Chase Estate Watch is now up and running and covers the 3 streets of Garside Drive, Beaumont Chase and Manger Gardens.   

6.1.5 At the initial meeting the following aims were agreed:
· To share crime prevention advise 

· To proactively look out for each other 

· To reduce crime and anti –social behaviour 

6.1.6 Lots of residents have already signed up to be part of the group, but the more the merrier! It is up to you how much you are involved and there is a Facebook Group to join for updates. The Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator is Sarah Gledhill and you can email her at sarahagledhill@gmail.com  
7 Ovenden Christmas Hampers 
6.2 Cllr Anne Collins said that the 2nd year of the scheme had been another success and was pleased that many of the hamper winners and participating shops had attended the meeting to receive their hamper. 
6.3 The Hamper scheme is funded through Calderdale Council’s Economic Task Fund providing £1000 per ward to boost the local economy. Hampers consisted of £50 worth of goodies purchased locally plus a £20 voucher for a local business.
6.4 Winning tickets were drawn by staff at Dean Field Community Primary School on Tuesday 9th December Cousin Lane, Ovenden. Below is a list of all 14 winners plus the participating shop the ticket was purchased from:

· Bob - Bank Top Fish Shop 

· Lorraine - Kels Café, Sod House Green 

· Jason - Cost cutters, Ovenden Way Top
· Emma - Cost cutters, Ovenden Way Top

· Eleri – Cardelium, Ovenden Road
· Laura – Cardelium, Ovenden Road

· Mrs. McLaughlin – Cardelium, Ovenden Road

· Sheila – Cardelium, Ovenden Road

· Sarah - Bank Edge Fish Shop
· Wendy - Deb ‘n’ Hair, Ovenden Road
· Abbie - Bank Top Fish Shop 

· Mary - Meds Express, Turner Avenue South
· Natalie - Moorside Cafe, Keighley Road

· Emma - Macs Bar, Keighley Road
6.5 There is an under spend of £100. Vicky McGhee asked if anyone had an idea of how this money could be best spent locally, perhaps to benefit a local community group, to let her know, otherwise the money would need to be returned to the Council. 

8 Anything else?- 
6.6 Ovenden Initiative Ten Years On – In January 2005 Ovenden Initiative started its 7 year programme and it is testament to the success of the work and the hard work of the team that it is still here 10 years later. One of the first and most visible things the Initiative did was to plant 85, 000 daffodils, which blaze a trail up Ovenden Way every spring. Working with Dean Field School and Halifax in Bloom we’ve marked the occasion with another bulb planting project along Cousin Lane this year.

6.7 We will be celebrating more of the 10 years at the next Ovenden ward forum and will be inviting many of the groups and individuals we’ve worked with over the years. If you would like to get involved, or have an idea of something else we could do, please contact Karen on 01422 255402.
9  Dates of next meeting
6.8 Tuesday 24 March 2015 at Dean Field Community Primary School, Cousin Lane, Ovenden  HX2 8DQ. 6pm for 6.30 start 
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