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LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE, 

6th March 2012


PRESENT: Councillor Mrs Allen (Chair)

Councillors Barrett, Coombs, Mrs Goldthorpe, Ilyas, Pillai, Smith, Thornber, Watson 

31 MINUTES OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 19th DECEMBER 2011

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee held on 19th December 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

32 MINUTES OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEES HELD ON 15th DECEMBER 2011, AND 23rd JANUARY 2012
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Sub Committees held on 15th December 2011 and 23rd January 2012 be noted.

33 APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT OAKVILE ROAD, CHARLESTOWN, HEBDEN BRIDGE, AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN
The Head of Democratic and Partnership Services submitted a written report which sought consideration to an application to the Council for registration of land within the Council’s area as a Town or Village Green (TVG) in respect of land situated off Oakville Road, Charlestown.  Copies of the principal documents submitted in connection with the Application were appended to the report.  

Members were advised that the Authority had appointed independent Counsel to consider and report on the Application and the Objection.  Counsel’s conclusion and advice from officers was that the evidence in relation to the Application met the statutory requirements of subsection (2) or subsection (3) as the case may be of section 15 of the Commons Act 2006. , The reason for this was that on the clear balance of the evidence, the whole of the Application Site was in use by the local inhabitants of the neighbourhood as of right for lawful sports and pastimes for a period of well over twenty years before the Application for Registration was made.  Members therefore were recommended to approve the Application and to add the Application Site  to the Register of Town or Village Greens under Section 15 of the Commons Act 2006.

RESOLVED that in the light of the evidence the Application be approved in accordance with the report of Counsel appointed to consider and report on the Application and that the whole of the Application Site known as the Pen, off Oakville Road, Charlestown, Hebden Bridge HX7 should be added to the Register of Town or Village Greens under Section 15 of the Commons Act 2006.  

34 CONSULTATION ON SECONDARY LEGISLATION RELATING TO LATE NIGHT LEVY AND EARLY MORNING RESTRICTION ORDERS
The Head of Customer Services and Communications submitted a consultation document seeking Members’ views on the implementation of a late night levy and early morning restriction orders, as detailed in the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011. Appended to the report for Members consideration was copy of the draft response from the Head of Customer Services and Communications on behalf of the Council and the Home Office consultation document ‘Dealing with the problems of late night drinking – A consultation on secondary legislation for the late night levy ad early morning restriction orders’.

RESOLVED that the draft response relating to late night levy and early morning restriction orders be approved. 

35 REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES IN RELATION TO THE LICENSING FUNCTIONS WHICH ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE

The Head of Customer Services and Communications submitted a written report for Members’ consideration which reviewed the discretionary fees and charges for the licensing functions within the Registration and Licensing Service.  The Council’s policy stated that all discretionary income budgets should be reviewed annually (Minute Number 680/2nd December 1992).

All discretionary fees and charges had been reviewed in accordance with Council policy and increases had been recommended which would reflect the cost of providing the service during the financial year 2012/13.  It was proposed that in relation to the majority of licences that discretionary fees were increased in line with the current consumer price index figure of 4.2%.  This would reflect the increased costs incurred by the Council in providing the service.

In relation to fees for hackney carriage/private hire vehicle and operator fees, Section 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 required that a notice of the proposed fees be published in at least one local newspaper circulating in the district. Fees and charges had last been reviewed in March 2011 in relation to all discretionary fees.

Appended to the report were:-

Appendix 1 – Statutory Fees and Charges, Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005

Appendix 2 – Proposed Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Fees with West Yorkshire comparison

Appendix 3 – Other proposed discretionary fees with West Yorkshire Local Authorities comparisons

Appendix 4 – Gambling Act 2005 – Comparisons with Other West Yorkshire Authorities

RESOLVED that 

(a) the proposed increase in discretionary fees detailed in Appendices 3 and 4 and the proposed private hire and hackney carriage driver fees shown in Appendix 2 of the report be approved and implemented with effect from 1st April 2012; and 

(b) the proposed increase in discretionary fees for hackney carriages and private hire vehicles and operators detailed in Appendix 2 of the report be approved and advertised in accordance with Section 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that if no objections are received, the fees shall come into effect 28 days after the notice is published.

Note: The following reports are available for inspection by Members of the Council:-

Minutes of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee held on 19th December 2011

Minutes of the Licensing Sub Committees held on 15th December 2011 and 23rd January 2012

Application to Register Land at Oakville Road, Charlestown, Hebden Bridge as a Town or Village Green

Consultation on Secondary Legislation Relating to Late Night Levy and Early Morning Restriction Orders

Review of Fees and Charges in Relation to The Licensing Functions Which are The Responsibility of the Licensing Regulatory Committee

