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ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT SCRUTINY PANEL,

2nd March 2011



PRESENT: Councillor Raistrick (Deputy Chair in the Chair) 
Councillors Baines (substitute for Councillor Byrne), Beacroft-Mitchell, Cawthra, D Hardy, R Pearson, Sutherland
62 MINUTES

IT WAS AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Economy and Environment Scrutiny Panel held on 9th February 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

63 CARBON REDUCTION IN CALDERDALE

The Scrutiny Support Officer submitted a written report which outlined progress to date of the work of the Panel on Carbon Reduction in Calderdale, along with other developments since the work began.  At a meeting of this Panel held on 13th October 2010, Members had agreed the Terms of Reference for a detailed review of Carbon Reduction in Calderdale. Since then Members of the Panel had visited the Alternative Technology Centre in Hebden Bridge and The National Trust’s Gibson Mill buildings at Hardcastle Crags, and attended a meeting of the Calderdale Forward Climate Change sub-group.  Evidence had been gathered from a variety of sources, including Professor Andy Gouldson from Leeds University, and Members of the Climate Change sub-group. 

The report focussed on developments including Feed-in tariffs announced by the Government on 7th February 2011, and the Green Deal, which would enable private firms to offer consumers energy efficiency improvements to their homes, community spaces and businesses at no upfront cost, and recoup payments through a charge in instalments on the householder’s energy bills.

Calderdale was currently working alongside other authorities to develop a Leeds City Region Domestic Energy Efficiency Programme (DEEP), which was seeking to build upon some of the national Green Deal proposals.   At a local level the Council’s Environmental Team had produced an update report on their activities, which was appended to the report at Appendix 1.  The team were currently looking at the potential of large scale photovoltaic schemes across Council buildings.

The Private Sector Housing Manager gave a presentation in relation to Reducing Carbon Dioxide Emissions.
Members commented on the following issues: 
· Is there a potential to make any money through the Green Deal for the Council; In response, Officers advised that the Green Deal would enable private firms to offer consumers energy efficiency improvements to their homes, community spaces and businesses at no upfront cost, but was a financial mechanism which allowed consumers to pay back through their energy bills. Officers advised that British Gas were very interested and looking into the concept.  The Green Deal was not about making money.  The Green Deal and the Feed-in tariffs were separate issues. 

· Officers informed Members that a report was to be submitted to Cabinet on 14th March 2011 which requested Cabinet to approve an investigation into the roll out of a solar PV scheme on Council assets which maximised the opportunities for community wide benefit through the establishment of a fund for energy efficiency measures.
· During discussion, Members considered that all schemes should be investigated, from a financial perspective.  It could be more advantageous for the Council to consider funding and carrying out schemes itself, as opposed to working in a partnership relationship, as the financial returns could be far greater.
IT WAS AGREED that

(a) Cabinet  be recommended to endorse investigating ways to take advantage of the Government’s Feed in Tariff (FIT), by developing a scheme or schemes to install solar photovoltaic (PV) systems on suitable council assets, including schools and leisure centres;
(b) Cabinet be recommended to  instruct officers to produce a report which further investigates the cases for developing solar photovoltaic schemes using both the options of  Prudential Borrowing and Partnership Arrangements and which also examines if such schemes could be funded in other ways; and

(c) the Director, Economy and Environment be requested to submit the completed written report to this Scrutiny Panel for comment prior to consideration by the Cabinet.
64 CONSERVATION STRATEGY  FOR CALDERDALE
The Director, Economy and Environment submitted a written report to update Members prior to the production of the draft Conservation Strategy for Calderdale.

At a meeting of this Panel held on 1st September 2010, this Panel had recommended to Cabinet that a Conservation Strategy should be developed on the basis of the ideas and objectives outlined in the scoping report. At a meeting of Cabinet held on 6th December 2010, Members had approved the preparation of and approach to a Conservation Strategy for Calderdale, (Minute 114/B87 refers).

The Conservation Team and Senior Managers had consulted with English Heritage twice and produced a draft set of priorities. A detailed consultation with a small group of stakeholders including the Portfolio Holder, Heritage Champion, other Members and representatives from local amenity groups was to be carried out. A further general consultation would be undertaken with local groups, agents, other Council Services and the West Yorkshire Archaeology Service seeking their views on priorities and the new approach prior to formulating the Strategy in detail. It was suggested that the priorities attached to the report at Appendix A should be sent out and comments and other ideas invited.  A list of potential local groups was attached to the report at Appendix B.

Members commented on the following issues;

· How would the Conservation Strategy be included in the Local Development Framework?  In response, Officers confirmed that they were working closely with the Local Development Framework team.

· Were there any grants available?  In response, Officers confirmed that the English Heritage Grants had been reduced by a third, however, monies were still being invested in Calderdale.  Heritage Lottery Funding was being increased which maybe available for smaller type projects.

· Were developers being involved with renewable energy?  In response, Officers confirmed that this was being looked into

· Members considered that it was important to look at ensuring that developers built new properties to a good standard.  This should be addressed through the Local Development Framework process.
IT WAS AGREED that 

(a) the report be noted; and

(b) this Panel endorses the way forward for the Conservation Strategy for Calderdale.
65 MEMBER’S ITEM – BROOKFOOT  LANE, BRIGHOUSE

In her notice requesting this item to be considered, Councillor Cawthra had asked the Panel the following question:
“This road was closed recently because of mud from one of the quarries.  This caused a large vehicle to jack knife blocking the highway.  The road was a constant problem and a danger to road users and pedestrians.  The Council tinker at the edges with temporary measures.  It now needs something permanent to improve conditions to all users.  Is there any permanent solution which would make this road safe for all?”
Members of the Brighouse Road Safety Committee attended the meeting and addressed the Panel updating Members on the condition of Brookfoot Road, and their concerns relating to road safety issues.

Members commented on the following issues:

· What were the main issues with the road, and the road surface? In response, Officers advised that there were two main issues, firstly the mud deposits on the road from wagons associated with the quarries, and secondly the condition of the carriageway.  Officers had visited on a number of occasions to address these issues.  With regard to the condition of the highway, the road was tested for skid resistance over a three year period at different times of the year to give an accurate measure. Skid resistance could vary at different times of the year. Recently, there had been an issue with the trees at the side of the road, this was a sensitive road, and Officers were keeping an eye on the road and the quarries concerned.  Sections of the road had anti skid protection.

· Members stressed their concern that there appeared to be problems on the road every day, where large lorries were getting stuck going up the hill.

· Have the Police a system to report any concerns they had with the road? In response, Officers advised that they had received no formal feedback from the Police.

· Members acknowledged that this was not a new problem; the road had been problematic for some time.  In the late 1980’s Marshalls owners had offered to fund the building of a road leading to Cromwell Bottom, at that time there was an issue with the removal of a large number of trees in the area, in order to accommodate the road, therefore, the project did not go ahead.

· Is it illegal to deposit mud on the road? In response, Officers confirmed that it was illegal under the Highways Act to deposit mud on the road, however  enforcing would be difficult, as it would be the driver who would be prosecuted not the quarry owner.

· If anti skid was added to the section of road which was most problematic, would this be an improvement? In response, Officers stressed that they would have concerns as this could put more stress on the road surface, in order to add anti skid to the area, a new road surface would be required, and the anti skid added on top.  However, this could also cause maintenance problems, as the anti skid would be used as a means of improving traction on the road.

· Is there another way of improving traction on the road? In response, Officers advised that putting a new re surface in a different material may help.

· Members expressed their concern and understanding of the geography of the junction, and considered that the quarry owners should be informed that they should endeavour to meet the highest standards in order to address health and safety issues on the road.

IT WAS AGREED that Officers be requested to look at proposals of how to address this issue, and report back to a meeting of this Panel to be held on 13th April 2011.

66 WORK PLAN

The Scrutiny Support Officer submitted the Work Plan for consideration.
IT WAS AGREED that the Work Plan be approved subject to the following amendments:
(i) A report on proposals for Brookfoot Road be submitted to a meeting of this Panel to be held on 13th April 2011.

(ii) The Scrutiny Support Officer be requested to liaise with Members in order to produce a final report on the detailed review into Carbon Reduction including any recommendations the Panel may wish to make to either Cabinet or full Council and submit this report to a meeting of this Panel to be held on 13th April 2011.
Note: The following reports are available for inspection by Members of the Council:-

Minutes of Meeting held on 9th February 2011
Carbon Reduction in Calderdale

Conservation Strategy for Calderdale

Members Item – Brookfoot Lane, Brighouse
Work Plan
