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STANDARDS COMMITTEE, 9th January 2017

PRESENT: Rev Canon H Barber (Chair)  


Councillors Mrs Allen, B Collins, Press, MK Swift 


Co-opted Members: Parish Councillor Dunford 

6 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence received. 

(The meeting closed at 18.20 hours)

7 MINUTES OF MEETING OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE HELD ON 22ND AUGUST 2016

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 22nd August 2016 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

8 APPLICATION FOR DISPENSATION UNDER SECTION 33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011

The Head of Democratic and Partnership Services submitted a written report seeking consideration to the granting of a dispensation for all Calderdale Councillors to enable them to take part in the discussion and vote on the decision to approve the budget and to set the level of Council Tax for 2017/18 during the Budget Council meeting on 27th February 2017.  In the absence of clear advice from the Department for Communities and Local Government, the West Yorkshire Monitoring Officers on balance considered it necessary that an effective dispensation was in place for all Members who paid Council Tax in the Calderdale area, on the basis that a decision on the level of Council Tax would affect their financial position and might be deemed to relate to property in which they had a beneficial interest which was a disclosable pecuniary interest. The Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 27th September 2012 made specific provision for this by repeating, at Paragraph 2.4.4, the general dispensation previously in place.  It was considered that the provision provided all Members with the dispensation required for participation in the setting of the Council’s Tax.  However, it was also considered necessary to grant a dispensation to those Members who had received sponsorship on the basis that they would have a disclosable pecuniary interest in any decision affecting an organisation from which they had received sponsorship.

RESOLVED that: 

(a) the grant of a dispensation for a period of four years to all Calderdale Councillors who have received sponsorship from the restriction in section 31(4) be approved, to allow them to take part in any decision during the Budget Council meeting on 27th February 2017; and 

(b) the grant of a dispensation for a period of four years to all Town and Parish Councillors who have received sponsorship from the restriction in section 31(4) be approved, to allow them to take part in any decision during their respective Budget Councils.

9 MEMBERS ALLOWANCES SCHEME FOR THE YEAR 1st APRIL 2017 TO 31st MARCH 2018

The Head of Democratic and Partnership Services submitted a written report seeking consideration to the approval of a Members’ Allowances Scheme for the year 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018.  A year was defined by the Regulations as “any period of 12 months ending on 31st March in any year”.  The next “year” commenced on the 1st April 2017 and a scheme would need to be approved for that year.    

The current Members’ Allowances Scheme, approved by the Council on 17th February 2016 was attached to the report.  In approving the Scheme for 2016/17 the Council also agreed to reinstate the annual adjustment provision. If it was intended that the annual adjustment provision should not be applied in 2017/18 then that would need to be a recommendation for consideration and approval by the Council.

RESOLVED that the Members’ Allowances Scheme approved by the Council on 17th February 2016, subject to the inclusion of a special responsibility allowance for “Chair of the Flood Scrutiny Panel (10% of Leader SRA)” be approved for the year 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018. 
