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SAFER AND STRONGER COMMUNITIES SCRUTINY PANEL, 

20th January  2011 


PRESENT: Councillor Cooper (Chair)

Councillors Beal, Fekri JP (Substitute for Councillor Mrs Bampton-Smith), Gow, Ilyas, Rivron, Stout

46 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16TH DECEMBER 2010
IT WAS AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Safer and Stronger Communities Scrutiny Panel held on 16th December 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

47 TODMORDEN TOWN HALL
The Director, Safer and Stronger Communities submitted a written report which provided information on the feasibility report for an application for Heritage Lottery Funds for works to Todmorden Town Hall.  Todmorden Town Hall was a Grade 1 Listed Building in need of repair and restoration.

In 2008 a Development Group was formed as part of the Todmorden Town Centre Renaissance Board.  The Group’s remit had a special focus on development options for the Town Hall and its members were drawn widely from local organisations.  In the past two years, the Group had made considerable progress towards its aims by:
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completing initial design studies;
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commissioning a conservation statement for the Hall;
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running a national architectural competition; and
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selecting and appointing architects to complete a feasibility study.

The works would preserve the outstanding heritage of the Hall and transform the facilities to support existing uses and attract new audiences and activities.  From a premises perspective this would be achieved through more flexible room arrangements, full lift access to all areas, improved audiovisual and data services and new or upgraded facilities. A feasibility report had been compiled which contained full details of the proposals. A Business Plan had also been produced which identified the four main audiences for the Town Hall of Civic, Community, Heritage and Commercial.  It was estimated that the works would cost between £4.5m to £5.5m. 

An application for Heritage Lottery grant funding was scheduled to be submitted in February 2011 and the Development Group was examining a range of fund raising options to maximise the grant and to pay for the work and activities not eligible for Heritage Lottery Fund funding.

Councillors Mrs Jennings, Councillor Holmstedt and Mr Peter Cockcroft attended the meeting as members of the Committee for the Todmorden Town Hall project and addressed the Panel.  They advised that the Town Hall was in desperate need of repair and renovation. The stonework of the exterior of the building was a safety concern, and as a result there had been scaffolding erected around parts of the Town Hall for two years. A learning facility had been included in the proposals as a requirement for the bid for funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. However, the proposals were flexible.  Currently the Town Hall was not accessible to disabled people and the proposals included three lifts which would enable access to all areas of the building. It was hoped that amendments to the kitchen area would mean that outside caterers would be happy to use the facilities.

Following a recent survey of local residents, it was established that the Town Hall was important to the people of Todmorden, and was a well loved building in the area.  The Town Hall was used regularly and the proposals would ensure that it could be open and used more extensively.

Members commented on the following issues:
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Where had the £400,000 which would used as a lever in the Heritage Lottery Fund bid come from?  In response, Councillors Cooper and Mrs Jennings confirmed that the £400,000 had been allocated by Cabinet from LABGI funding for the Todmorden Renaissance Board monies which had been ringfenced for work in the Todmorden Town Centre. The funds were allocated specifically for the Town Hall project and if this was unsuccessful, the funds would be returned to the Board.
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What would happen if the Heritage Lottery Fund bid was unsuccessful? In response, Councillor Mrs Jennings reported that no alternative plans had been made should Heritage Lottery Funding not be forthcoming. However, if this was the case, the plans would need to be scaled down, and other ways of raising funds would need to be considered.
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Who would be presenting the bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund? In response, Officers advised that a local case officer for the Heritage Lottery Fund would put the bid forward.  The Council had worked closely with representatives from the Heritage Lottery Fund for over two years on this bid.
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When would a business plan and projection plan for sustainability for the Town Hall be available?  In response, Officers advised that a full business appraisal would be developed if and when funds from the Heritage Lottery Fund were granted.
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Is the proposal factoring in the additional monies required to look after the artefacts which will be on display in the Town Hall?  In response, Officers advised that some of the artefacts would be digitised and made available in an IT suite.

IT WAS AGREED that 

(a) the Panel thanks Officers, together with past and present members of the Committee for the Todmorden Town Hall project for their hard work and dedication in progressing this proposal;

(b) the Panel fully supports the proposal for the repair and renovation of Todmorden Town Hall and requests that Officers and members of the Committee for the Todmorden Town Hall project seeks further assistance from this Panel should additional support be required; and 

(c) the Director, Safer and Stronger Communities be requested to submit a written report to a future meeting of this Panel which provides an update once the Heritage Lottery Fund bids was known.

(Councillor Cooper declared a personal interest in the above item as he had been a member of the Committee for Todmorden Town Hall project in the past).

(Councillor Mrs Jennings declared a personal interest in the above item as a member of the Todmorden Art Group which met at Todmorden Town Hall).
48 THE LOCALISM BILL
The Director, Safer and Stronger Communities submitted a written report which provided an outline of the key points in the Localism Bill.  The Localism Bill was currently working its way through Parliament and contained over 200 clauses, covering areas such as housing, planning, local democracy and community empowerment. 

The report gave an overview of the items of interest within the Bill which had relevance to this Scrutiny Panel.

The Director, Safer and Stronger Communities reported orally that the Coalition Government had put out a call for evidence on the Bill and as a result a report would be submitted to Cabinet requesting that the Council enters a submission to Government which included the views from the Panel.

Members commented on the following issues:
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Concerns were raised that there were no qualifying measures outlined in the Bill on the public right to veto excessive Council Tax rises and local referendums. Would the Bill include information on whether a minimum number of requests would be required to qualify these aspects of the Bill.
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Concerns were raised about the possible costs which would be incurred by local Councils for holding referendums and for providing assistance in areas such as neighbourhood planning.
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It was important that the Council did not raise public expectations and make promises which it would not be able to deliver.  It was vital that the public were not inadvertently misled by raising aspirations.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
It was felt that in the main, the Localism Bill should be supported as a step in the right direction as it helped to devolve power.

IT WAS AGREED that 

(a) the report be noted; and

(b) the Director, Safer and Stronger Communities be requested to submit a written report to Cabinet which provides a draft submission for approval as part of Government’s call for evidence and that the views of this Panel be included in this report together with a request that the submission includes suggestions on the number of residents required to call a referendum.

49 WORK PLAN
The Scrutiny Support Officer submitted the Work Plan for consideration.

IT WAS AGREED that the Work Plan be noted.

Note: The following reports are available for inspection by Members of the Council:-

Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th December 2010 

Todmorden Town Hall

The Localism Bill

Work Plan

