Councillor Jenny Lynn Cabinet Member for Skills and the Environment. Report for Council Meeting on 27th April 2016
The Local Plan

Our spatial planning team continue to work hard at the evidence gathering and analysis required to prepare our Local Plan. I was able to attend all six Local Plan workshops which were held during February and March, independently facilitated by Planning Aid. The discussions at these workshops were very useful and will supplement the themes which emerged during the consultation which began in November. The cross party Local Plan Working Party met again on 20th April and received initial feedback from the consultation, together with presentations about recent government proposals for planning reform. The working party also approved a revised timetable for completion of the Local Plan. This envisages its presentation to Council in late October, followed by the statutory six weeks final consultation period in November and December, and submission to the government during the first quarter of 2017 – in time to avoid incurring any government penalties for late submission!
It was also pleasing to be able to present a report to Cabinet approving designation of Todmorden as yet another area getting involved in the process of preparing it’s own neighbourhood plan – and I anticipate further similar applications from other areas across the borough in the coming months.
New Affordable Homes for Calderdale

Calderdale continues to experience significant unmet demand for genuinely affordable homes. The latest Calderdale Strategic Housing Market Assessment concluded that  over 500 new affordable homes will be required annually over the next five years just to clear the backlog and meet newly arising needs. This administration is committed to a policy of active partnership working to meet the housing needs of the people of Calderdale – and there is much work to be done.
Following on from the announcement to Council in February of the selection of Wates Living Space to develop over 400 new homes in North Halifax on cleared brownfield land, I was able to present a further report to Cabinet on 11 April approving the transfer of two small pieces of Council-owned land  at Bailiff Bridge and Shelf to Pennine Housing to facilitate the development of 20 new homes, together with a site in Walsden on which 6 affordable rented bungalows are to be developed by the Calder Valley Community Land Trust, in partnership with an almshouse, John Eastwood Homes.
Low Carbon Calderdale

In March I was able to present a report to Cabinet entitled “Vitamin Green” which set out a programme of work to help Calderdale achieve a really significant reduction in our carbon footprint by 2020. Work is also well under way on a range of insulation and other measures as part of our Affordable Warmth strategy.
 The Calderdale Energy Future Panel met in March, and discussed the need to ensure that the Local Plan embodies a strong commitment to a low carbon future for the borough, as well as learning more about the potential to attract new European funding for investment in green economy measures across Calderdale.
Employment and Skills

The Calderdale Employment and Skills Board met on 8 April and considered a report about the impact of flooding on local businesses and the employment which they can continue to offer, both now and in the future. The Board also began work on updating the Employment and Skills Strategy for Calderdale, including giving consideration to education-business links, and the growing interest in the promotion of apprenticeships.

The Board also discussed the recent unwelcome announcement that Calderdale College is to terminate the operation of its North Halifax Skills Centre this summer. This is in part to reduce costs in the face of financial pressures resulting from a wide-ranging government review of further education provision across the Leeds City Region. The College have agreed to take up our suggestion that they explore the possibility of partnership working with the 3Ways Centre in Ovenden, which already offers taster experience in construction skills to local people.
