Item No 8 (a)

COUNCIL MEETING, 27th April 2016
GOVERNANCE AND BUSINESS COMMITTEE, 4th April 2016
39      CONSIDERATION OF WORKING PARTIES BEING HELD IN PUBLIC –
          QUESTION DISCUSSED AT COUNCIL ON 17TH FEBRUARY 2016

At the Council meeting held on 17th February 2016 a question was raised by a Member of the Council and responded to under Council Procedure Rule 13 as follows: 
“Question from Councillor Baker to Councillor B Collins, Chair of Governance and Business Committee: 
As a matter of principle it’s important that the Council’s work is conducted in an open and transparent manner.  Will you put in place changes to ensure working parties meet in public and have their agendas, papers and minutes published in public.
Councillor B Collins responded and advised that he agreed with the principle that Councillor Baker set out and, in his opinion, the work of this administration is conducted as openly and transparently as possible.  He was sure Councillor Baker would accept however that there are occasions when a full and proper consideration of an item can only take place in private?
It is not within my personal gift to bring about changes to the way that working parties operate but I will ensure that it is a proposal that is considered at the next available Governance and Business Committee as it is responsible for reviewing the arrangements for Council meetings. 
Just by way of information that is an item that you could have requested be included on the Governance and Business Committee agenda yourself as openness and transparency allows any member of the Council, whether they are a member of the committee or not, to request an item be included for consideration”.

*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that this Committee considers that Working Parties should be held in public and that the Constitution at Part 4, Rules of Procedure be amended accordingly.


