Item No 7 (e)

COUNCIL MEETING, 27th April 2016
CABINET,  11th April 2016
138 WEST YORKSHIRE PLUS TRANSPORT FUND A629 CORRIDOR, PHASE 1a – EARLY REMODELLING OF SHAW HILL/HUDDERSFIELD ROAD SIGNAL JUNCTION

Councillor B Collins, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Economic Development presented a written report of the Acting Director of Economy and Environment seeking authorisation to commence early construction of part of Phase 1a, the redesigned A629 Huddersfield road junction with Shaw Hill and Free School Lane, during the 2016 summer period, prior to formal approval and subsequent funding release from the West Yorkshire Combined Authority. The A629 corridor was a major highways scheme included within the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, West Yorkshire Plus Transport Fund (WY+TF) and sought to deliver phased improvements between Huddersfield and Halifax town centres. This stand-alone junction component within the overall Phase 1a was not constrained by land acquisition so could be delivered in advance of the main works centred around Salterhebble. Advance works offered the opportunity to maximise summer daylight working hours and ensure construction related road works upon the highway network were focused during the summer holiday period when traffic volumes were traditionally lower. The underwriting costs associated with construction commencement in advance of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA) Gateway 3 authorisation required Cabinet approval.  
*RESOLVED that

(a) the commencement of WY+TF A629 Phase 1a construction to facilitate an advantageous early programmed delivery of the Shaw Hill junction remodelling in advance of formal West Yorkshire Combined Authority funding release be approved and the Acting Director of Economy and Environment and Head of Democratic and Partnership Services in consultation with the relevant Portfolio Holder(s) be give delegated authority and necessary powers to make contractual construction appointments within the boundaries of Council Corporate Procurement Rules; and  

(b) to underwrite the advance costs of construction remodelling works as detailed in paragraph 7.1 of the Acting Director, Economy and Environment’s written report, including advance statutory undertakers’ infrastructure diversions identified, relating to the Shaw Hill junction works, for A629 phase 1a, pending a Gateway 3 award of funding by West Yorkshire Combined Authority be approved and the Acting Director of Economy and Environment and Head of Finance, in consultation with the relevant Portfolio Holder(s) be given delegated authority and necessary powers to progress the works; and
(c) it be recommended to the Council that the budget allocation be approved as detailed in paragraph 7.1 of the Acting Director, Economy and Environment’s written report;

(Only part (c) of the above resolution requires the approval of the Council)
