Item No 7 (d)

COUNCIL MEETING, 27th April 2016
CABINET,  11th April 2016
136 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING APPROVALS AND POTENTIAL CHANGES TO THE COUNCIL’S DELEGATIONS 

Councillor Lynn  Cabinet Member for Skills and the Environment presented a written report of the Acting Director of Economy and Environment seeking consideration of applications for the granting of powers to undertake neighbourhood planning under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and the future administrative and decision-making process.  In particular delegations for the granting of neighbourhood powers, given the changes in the Regulatory framework which the Government had introduced, which reduced the time allowed to determine applications.  The applications for neighbourhood planning powers related to an application for a Neighbourhood Area in the area administered by Todmorden Town Council and an application by Greetland and West Vale Forum for designation as a Neighbourhood Forum and application by Greetland and West Vale Forum for a Neighbourhood Area proposed to be designated within part of Greetland and Stainland Ward.   The part of Greetland and Stainland Ward that would be covered by a prospective application for a Parish Council had been excluded from the application.  

These applications for Neighbourhood Areas were from relevant bodies and had been subject to consultation in accordance with the Regulations.  Overall the applications were considered to be acceptable, however, further work was ongoing with regard to the application by Greetland and West Vale Forum, and therefore the Council were requested to grant the powers to Todmorden Town Council, at this stage.  The regulatory process had been streamlined by the Government and there was a need to introduce delegations to allow decisions to be made to facilitate the determination of applications within the timescale now set by the Government. 
Councillor Mrs Greenwood attended the meeting as Ward Councillor and commented on the report.

*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that: 

(a) the area administered by Todmorden Town Council be designated as a Neighbourhood Area in accordance with Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, for the purposes of undertaking Neighbourhood Planning; and  

(b) delegated authority be given to the Acting Director of Economy and Environment in consultation with the Cabinet Member with responsibility for Regeneration and Economic Development to approve applications for Neighbourhood Areas and approve the designation of Neighbourhood Forums, following consultation on the applications for such designations.

