Council Meeting

1st October 2015
Motion submitted under Council Procedure Rule 14

Syrian Refugee Crisis 

This Council:
Recognises that :
i. Around four million Syrians have fled their country since the war began four years ago;
ii. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees has stated that Syria "has become the greatest tragedy of this century - a disgraceful humanitarian calamity with suffering and displacement unparalleled in recent history";
iii. The UN has organised an international scheme that aims to resettle 130,000 Syrian refugees by the end of 2016;
iv. A number of Western European countries have so far resettled tens of thousands of Syrian refugees under this scheme;
v. The UK Government has only committed to taking 20,000 refugees over five years. In comparison Germany has taken more than this in one weekend. 
Believes

i. That the UK should be resettling more Syrian refugees than it currently is, and that it is our moral responsibility to do all we can as a Council and as a country to help to alleviate this humanitarian crisis.
Calls on

i. The Leader of the Council to write to the Prime Minister expressing dismay at how small a number of refugees a rich country like Britain is willing to take.

ii. The Cabinet to do all it practically can to work with other local authorities, government agencies and third sector organisations to provide assistance to refugees that are being settled in Calderdale.  

Proposed by Councillor Janet Battye

Seconded by Councillor James Baker
