Item No 6 (f)

COUNCIL MEETING, 1st October 2015
CABINET, 14th SEPTEMBER  2015

43 CALDERDALE FAITH COVENANT 

Councillor Sweeney, Cabinet Member for Communities, presented a written report of the Director for Communities and Service Support seeking consideration to adopt a Faith Covenant. Calderdale had a proud record of interfaith working and open dialogue between faith communities and the local authority.  This had been crucial in helping maintain strong community relations, particularly at challenging times.  Faith organisations had also been instrumental in a number of policy developments, such as work to promote financial resilience, and the Council had encouraged the development of Calderdale Council for Mosques as a key route for engagement with the local Muslim Community.  It would therefore seem appropriate that Calderdale should be one of the first local authorities to adopt a Faith Covenant based upon the principles set out by the All Parliamentary Group for Faith and Society in 2015. 
The adoption of a Calderdale Faith Covenant was a suitable public demonstration of the Council’s commitment to faith communities in the Borough and the important role they had to play in a range of policy areas, from social cohesion to welfare reform.  It was also a natural progression to formalise the close working and mutual respect that had been developed through close partnership working over the past 20 years on a range of initiatives.  

*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that the Calderdale  Faith Covenant as attached at Appendix 1 of the written report of the Director for Communities and Service Support, be formally adopted and signed by the Leader of the Council

