Item No 6 (e)

COUNCIL MEETING, 1st October 2015
CABINET, 14th SEPTEMBER  2015

42 BUILDING CONTROL CROSS BOUNDARY WORKING  

Councillor B Collins, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Economic Development, presented a written report of the Acting Director, Economy and Environment advising of the duty of enforcing the Building Regulations across the Borough on behalf of the Authority.  The Building Control sections of each local authority, in West Yorkshire and across the wider Yorkshire Region were seeking approval to enable partnership working between authorities in undertaking the Building Regulation functions.  This would support service provision, maintain service resilience during periods of high customer demand or periods of staff shortages, and support improved service delivery to customers. These arrangements would work equally effectively across the area of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and with our neighbouring authorities in Lancashire and Greater Manchester. 
The Council holds a duty to enforce Building Regulations within the Borough to ensure the creation of a safer, more accessible and sustainable built environment.  The provision of the Local Authority Building Control (LABC) Yorkshire Region Memorandum of Understanding would enable the authority to work across boundaries in support of neighbouring authorities, or to permit them with the Council’s agreement, to support Calderdale’s service provision. The proposals would strengthen existing links between authorities across the Region making it easier to work together and foster best practice.  
*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that

(a) the arrangements for partnership working with other local authorities across the Yorkshire Region be approved; 

(b) the arrangements to allow for the authorisation of staff from Calderdale to support other local authorities in undertaking their Building Regulation functions and to enable staff from other authorities to support Calderdale to undertake our Building Regulation Functions be approved; 
(c) paragraph 5.10.3 of the Officer Delegation Scheme at Part 3 of the Constitution be changed, to allow the Head of Democratic and Partnership Services to authorise Officers within the Council’s own Building Control Service to carry out Building Regulations functions in the partner local authorities in the Region, subject to their agreement; 

(d) paragraph 5.10.3 of the Officer Delegation Scheme at Part 3 of the Constitution be changed, to allow the Head of Democratic and Partnership Services to authorise staff from partner local authorities in the Region to carry out Building Control functions of the Council, subject to our agreement; and 

(e) the Head of Democratic and Partnership Services be authorised to sign the Local Authority Building Control (LABC) Yorkshire Region Memorandum of Understanding regarding cross boundary working. 

(Only parts (a), (b), (c), and (d) of the above resolution require the approval of the Council)
