Item No 6 (d)

COUNCIL MEETING, 1st October 2015
CABINET, 14th SEPTEMBER  2015

41 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) – PRELIMINARY DRAFT CHARGING SCHEDULE 

Councillor Lynn Cabinet Member for Skills and the Environment, presented a written report of the Acting Director, Economy and Environment seeking consideration to a proposal to introduce Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) across Calderdale and to commence the necessary regulatory processes through the publication of the Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule (PDCS) outlined in Appendix 1 of the report, in accordance with the CIL Regulations 2010 (as amended).  Section 206 of the Planning Act 2008 conferred the power to charge the CIL on certain bodies known as “charging authorities” (CA). The CA, if they decided to bring CIL into effect had certain responsibilities: 
· to prepare and publish a document known as a “charging schedule” which sets out the rates of CIL which would apply in the authority’s area.  The setting of the rates and charging schedule involved consultation and independent examination; 
· to apply the CIL revenue to funding the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure to support the development of its area; and 

· to report to the local community on the amount of CIL revenue collected, spent and retained on an annual basis. 

The introduction of a Calderdale CIL would ensure that the Council could continue to receive revenue to help fund infrastructure needed to mitigate the cumulative impacts of development.  The current method of gaining contributions from development for wider infrastructure needs, Section 106 agreements, was scaled back after April 2015 and restricted to affordable housing and site specific infrastructure required to make a development acceptable in planning terms. The preparation of a Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule and the economic viability assessment had been undertaken as part of the assessments required for both the Local Plan and CIL.  It was, however, important that the Council provided an adequate steer to the work to ensure that the aspirations contained within the Local Plan and those of local communities were mirrored in the production of the charging schedule. 
CIL was a discretionary measure allowing local authorities to apply a fixed levy to all new developments unless these were exempted by the Regulations or zero-rated as part of the Charging Schedule.  The final adoption of a Charging Schedule for CIL was a key decision which would require approval of Council.   The publication of the PDCS signalled the Council’s policy intent to introduce the Levy and therefore required approval by both Cabinet and Council. 
The report identified the determining infrastructure requirements, evidence prepared to support CIL, options considered and financial and corporate implications. 

*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that: 
(a) the regulatory and administrative processes involved in bringing forward a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) be commenced; 
(b) the Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule (PDCS) be released in accordance with the CIL Regulations 2010 (as amended) for consultation over a minimum of 6 weeks; and 
(c) the Acting Director, Economy and Environment be given delegated authority to amend the Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule and the consultation document in the light of new evidence before its publication for consultation.  
(Only parts (a) and (b) of the above resolution require the approval of the Council)
