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LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE,  5th June 2015

PRESENT: Councillor Thornber (Chair)
Councillors M Foster, Holden (Substitute for Councillor Hardy)
2 APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE: DÉJÀ VU, 2 WATERHOUSE STREET AND 34 CROWN STREET, HALFAX, HX1 1UQ
The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report seeking consideration of an application for the variation of a premises licence under the Licensing Act 2003 where representations had been received from a Responsible Authority.  

The Sub Committee considered the report presented and representations made at the hearing, in particular the concerns of a Responsible Authority:-
· Public safety;

· the prevention of crime and disorder;

· protection of children from harm;
and, having considered the applicant’s proposals for dealing with those concerns as outlined in their proposed operating schedule, had due regard to the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003, the statutory guidance issued under section 182 of the Act, the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the relevant provisions of the Human Rights Act.
RESOLVED that the application for the variation of the premises licence for Déjà Vu, 2 Waterhouse Street and 34 Crown Street, Halifax, HX1 1UQ be approved for the following licensable activities:
Sale of alcohol (for consumption on and off the premises)
Friday and Saturday 11.00 to 05.00

Late Night Refreshment

Friday and Saturday 23.00 to 05.00

Provision of Recorded Music

Friday and Saturday 11.00 to 05.15

Provision of Live Music

Friday and Saturday 11.00 to 05.00

Opening Hours

Friday and Saturday 11.00 to 05.30

and subject to:-
1. Mandatory Condition: 

19 – Sale of Alcohol. 

2. Those conditions which are consistent with the premises licence VEPREM0873 and the proposed operating schedule to include the following additional conditions;

· The premises shall adopt the ‘Challenge 25’ policy;

· Any person who appears to look under the age of 25 years shall be challenged and asked for identification to prove that they are over the age of 18 in accordance with the ‘Challenge 25’ policy; 

· The ‘Challenge 25’ policy shall be brought to the attention of customers at the point of sale and entry by the display of notices agreed by the Police;

· All staff shall receive training in accordance with training materials provided by Trading Standards including refresher training relating to the ‘Challenge 25’ policy which shall be in place at the premises; and

· A Refusals Book shall be kept on the premises and a record must be kept of all persons who are refused sale of alcohol and this book shall be made available on request to the Police.

Reasons for granting the Premises Licence are: 

1. Members had regard to the Responsible Authority representations of West Yorkshire police about non-compliance with license conditions and that crime and disorder would transpire as a result of an increase in opening hours;

2. Having considered the concerns of, and pressures on, West Yorkshire Police regarding the incidents outlined, Members felt that the representations largely related to the general area and were insufficiently specific to warrant refusal, and gave weight to licensing Guidance under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 that each application must be considered on its own merits;

3. Whilst the Applicant said that the premises were well run and had not failed the recent Trading Standards test, nevertheless, Members felt sufficiently concerned to consider that it was appropriate and proportionate for the premises to  adopt the ‘Challenge 25’ policy;

4. Regarding the history of the premises, the Police had expressed concern that in May 2014 there was only 1 member of door staff working but Members accepted that a new security company would be providing these services when the premises reopen.

5. Taking account of issues following the January 2015 visit by West Yorkshire Police, Members noted that although there had been shortcomings, the record keeping had been rectified when the Police revisited and the Police had acknowledged that it was satisfactory.
(All parties were advised that there was a right of appeal against the decision to the Magistrates Court within 21 days of the date of the decision).
