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LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE, 

9th March  2015


PRESENT: Councillor Thornber (Chair)


Councillors M Foster, Hardy, Holden, Pillai, Smith, Sutherland, Wardhaugh, S Young

27 MINUTES OF THE LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 5TH JANUARY 2015 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee held on 5th January 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

28 MINUTES OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 5TH AND 21ST JANUARY 2015  


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Sub Committee held on the 5th and 21st January 2015 be noted.
29 REVIEW OF LICENSING SERVICE – UPDATE ON MANDATORY TRAINING FOR LICENCE HOLDERS

The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report to update Members on the development of a mandatory training course for taxi and private hire licence holders. At its meeting of 5th January 2015, the Committee had requested that the Licensed Traders Task and Finish Group develop and commission a mandatory vulnerability, safeguarding and accessibility training session for taxi drivers currently licensed in Calderdale and develop a proposal for an enhanced knowledge test (with possible periodic refresher training sessions) with the aim of incorporating the safeguarding and accessibility element. The Licensed Traders Task and Finish Group proposed to implement the mandatory training from May 2015.  
The training would be delivered to all current private hire and hackney carriage licence holders including drivers, operator and hackney carriage proprietors in groups of 50 people per session, at a central location with free parking and refreshments available.  Training would be completed by September 2015. 
A draft outline of the proposed training was attached at Appendix 1.
*RESOLVED that: 
(a) It be recommended to Council that the licensing policy be amended to include the proposed mandatory training programme for all licence holders as outlined within the report and appendix 1; and
(b) Officers be requested to report back to the next meeting of this Committee outlining the initial feedback following the training for existing drivers.
30 PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY CARRIAGE DOOR SIGNS

The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report which sought Members’ approval to engage in consultation on the design and manufacture of door signs currently allowed on private hire and hackney carriage vehicles and signage on the dashboard for all licensed vehicles displaying the driver’s photo (in addition to the legal requirement for the driver to wear a badge).  The proposed in house scheme would allow the door signs to be produced within the Licensing Unit which would have a consistent look and feel. The signs could be made at the same time as their plate and licence was issued by Transport Services. The proposed amendment would allow all passengers the ability to check their driver was licensed and also allow the driver to be identified by the passenger without asking the driver to confirm their details. 

Appended to the report were Calderdale Council conditions relating to door signs on private hire and hackney carriage vehicles, benchmarking results, and a sample of a VIP door sign.
RESOLVED that:

(a)  the consultation of the new in house door sign and badge scheme be approved; and 
(b) a report outlining the results of the consultation and a presentation of the products and costings be brought back to the next meeting of this Committee.

31 AMENDMENT TO LICENSED DRIVER CONDITIONS 

The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report which sought Members’ approval to amend the current Private Hire, Dual Badge conditions and Hackney Carriage Driver’s code of conduct relating to the reporting of convictions to the Licensing Unit.  The current conditions stipulate that a licensed driver must report any conviction he received within 7 days. It was proposed that a driver must report within 7 days if they have been:
•
Convicted of any offence

•
Received a summons to court

•
On Police Bail

•
Charged with any offence but not yet convicted.
Any change in conditions required the approval of the Licensing & Regulatory Committee.
A copy of the current licence conditions, hackney carriage byelaws and code of conduct for hackney carriage and private hire drivers were appended to the report.  
RESOLVED that
(a) approval be given to the proposed amendment to the driver’s conditions, to include:

A driver must report within 7 days if they have been:
•
convicted of any offence

•
received a summons to court

•
on police bail

•
charged with any offence but not yet convicted

•
received any caution (criminal or driving matter)

•
issue of any fixed penalty notice for any matter

•
any harassment or other form of warning or order within the criminal law including Anti-Social behaviour orders or similar.

(b) paragraph 9 of the private hire conditions and hackney carriage code of conduct be approved; and

(c) the Head of Customer Services be requested to submit a report on the process of revoking, suspending and refusing licences by delegated officers (The Head of Customer Services) to the 22nd June 2015 meeting of this Committee.

32 REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES IN RELATION TO THE LICENSING FUNCTIONS WHICH ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE
The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report which requested consideration of a review of the discretionary fees and charges for the licensing functions within the Registration and Licensing Service.  All discretionary fees and charges had been reviewed in accordance with Council Policy and increases had been recommended which would reflect the cost of providing the service during the financial year 2015/16.  It was proposed that in relation to the majority of licences that discretionary fees to be increased in line with the latest available Consumer Price Index (CPI) figure of 0.3%. This would reflect the increased costs incurred by the Council in providing the service. Figures would be rounded up or down for ease of administration.   In relation to fees for Hackney Carriage, Private Hire Vehicle and Operator fees, section 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 required that a notice of the proposed fees be published in at least one local newspaper circulating in the district.
Appended to the report were:-

Appendix 1 – Statutory Fees and Charges – Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005
Appendix 2 - Proposed Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Fees with WY comparison

Appendix 3 - Other proposed discretionary fees with West Yorkshire Local Authorities comparisons 

Appendix 4 - Proposed Gambling Act fees with West Yorkshire Local Authority comparisons.

RESOLVED that:
(a) the proposed fees shown in Appendices  3 and 4 and the proposed private hire and hackney carriage driver fees shown in Appendix 2 be approved and implemented with effect from 14th April 2015; and 
(b) the proposed fees for hackney carriages and private hire vehicles and operators detailed in Appendix 2 be approved and be advertised as detailed in the Head of Customer Services’ written report, and if no objections are received, the fees shall come into effect 28 days after the notice is published.
33 HACKNEY CARRIAGE PROPOSED FARE AMENDMENT
The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report requesting consideration of the Halifax Taxi Owners Associations’ submission that they wished to apply for an amendment to the hackney carriage fare rates. At its meeting of 31st March 2008, this Committee resolved that the Chief Law and Administration Officer be given delegated authority to increase hackney carriage fares in line with the General Price Index. The last fare increase had taken effect from 17th February 2014 (Minute 19/L19 refers). Appended to the report were the existing and proposed hackney carriage fare cards.
The Halifax Taxi Owners Association (HTOA) had now requested an amendment to the fare rate – for a decrease from 11p to 10p on Tariff 1 and 2 for the additional 81/71 metres or part thereof.  

RESOLVED that the decrease of 1p in hackney carriage fares be approved.

