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Report to Scrutiny Panel

	Name of Scrutiny Panel


	Children and Young People’s Service

	Meeting Date


	4th February 2015

	Subject


	Care Leavers Pledge

	Wards Affected


	All

	Report of


	Scrutiny Support Officer

	Type of Item

(please tick( )
	Review existing policy
	

	
	Development of new policy
	

	
	Performance management (inc. financial)
	

	
	Briefing (inc. potential areas for scrutiny)
	x

	
	Statutory consultation
	

	
	Council request
	

	
	Cabinet request
	

	
	Member request for scrutiny 
	


	Why is it coming here?

	This briefing is to inform members of the proposed Care Leavers Pledge. The Pledge is at Appendix 1.The Council has a duty to ensure that all the children in our care and those leaving care have the same life chances and outcomes that all good parents want for their own children.  

The Pledge is being presented to Cabinet on 2nd February. If approved by Cabinet, the Pledge will be presented to the full Council meeting on 18th February 2015 for all members to sign. 



	What are the key points?

	The proposed Care Leavers Pledge has been developed by the Leaving Care Service known as the ‘Pathways Team’ (delivered by Prospects) working with young people engaged with the service.




	Possible courses of action

	Scrutiny members are asked to consider the briefing and support the sign up to the Pledge at full Council.



	Contact Officer

	Karen K Smith, Service Manager, Strategic Commissioning


	Should this report be exempt?

	No


Report to Scrutiny Panel

1.  Background

The proposed Care Leavers Pledge is attached at Appendix 1.  The Council has a duty to ensure that all the children in our care and those leaving care have the same life chances and outcomes that all good parents want for their own children.  The Care Leavers Pledge is a simple document setting out Calderdale Council’s promise to work with and for care leavers to make sure they are safe, healthy and achieving their goals. It is another way of making care leavers aware of what they can expect from Calderdale Council and partners. This does not constitute new provision but formalises the current arrangements and legislative requirements.
2. Main issues for Scrutiny

This report is a briefing on the proposed Care Leavers Pledge for information. Members are asked to note that the Pledge if agreed by Cabinet will be presented to full Council on 18th February so that all elected members as corporate parents can sign up to the Pledge.
3.      Consultation

The proposed Pledge was discussed with the Children in Care Council; individual young people and their Pathway Advisors and it has been shared with the Care Leavers Association for their comment.  It was presented to the Corporate Parenting Panel meeting of 4th December 2014 and some minor amendments were made as a result of their feedback.

4. Further action and timescales

The Corporate Parenting Panel requested that  the Service Manager, Children Looked After invite young people to the meeting of Council on 18th February 2015 to present the Care Leavers Pledge to Members. 
5.      Financial Implications

None as will be delivered within existing budgets. 
6.     Conclusions
The Care Leavers Pledge has been developed fully in consultation with Calderdale Children Looked After and care leavers. The Pledge makes a public commitment to Calderdale Care Leavers by the Council to ensure that young people leaving care have the same life chances and outcomes that all good parents want for their own children.  
7. Appendices

Appendix 1 Care Leavers Pledge
8.      Background Documents

None

9. Documents available for inspection at:
Not applicable 
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