Item No 7

COUNCIL MEETING, 3rd DECEMBER 2014
LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE, 20TH October 2014
14 AGE REQUIREMENT FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGES AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES – REVIEW OF POLICY 

The Head of Customer Services submitted a written report which sought consideration of the review of policy on the age requirement for hackney carriage and private hire vehicles which had last been reviewed on the 6th August 2012.  Members were asked to review the existing policy in relation to the initial ages of hackney carriages and private hire vehicles when first licensed and the maximum age at which hackney carriages and private hire vehicles could continue to be licensed. 

The report included background information, consultation, financial and corporate implications and details of the age policy of other West Yorkshire Councils in relation to the age limits on the licensing of hackney carriages and private hire vehicles. 

Representatives from the Halifax Taxi Drivers Association attended the meeting and addressed the Panel. 

Councillor Ali representing Private Hire Association attended the meeting and addressed the Panel. 

*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that the Council's current policy regarding vehicles being licensed as hackney carriage or private hire vehicles for the first time, excepting for purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicles which be not more than 8 years old, be changed from 5 years to 6 years old, as this would have beneficial financial implications for the trade. 

(Councillor Thornber requested that his vote against the Resolution be recorded.) 

(Councillor Shoukat requested that his vote for the Resolution be recorded.) 

