This meeting is open to the public unless the Members decide to exclude the public for any exempt or confidential item of business. Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, members of the public, the press or the Council may record/film/photograph or broadcast the meeting whilst it is open to the public.

BOROUGH COUNCIL OF CALDERDALE

TOWN HALL, HALIFAX
COUNCIL MEETING
3rd DECEMBER 2014
Members of the Council

You are hereby summoned to attend a MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, which will be held at the Town Hall, Halifax on WEDNESDAY, THE 3rd  DAY OF DECEMBER 2014 at 1800 hours, when it is proposed to transact the following business:-

1. Minutes of the Council held on 2nd October 2014 to be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Mayor (enclosed).

2. Members’ Interests (To remind Members of the need to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or other interests they might have in relation to the items included on this Summons).

3. To receive the Mayor's or Chief Executive's announcements (if any).
4.
To receive petitions, if any, presented by Members of the Council.

5.
To answer questions asked by members of the public under Council Procedure Rule 12. 
6. 
To consider the recommendation of Cabinet on the following matter:-

	
	 
	Hebden Royd and Hill Top Parishes – Proposed Neighbourhood Area
	
	Minute Number  75/B61(enclosed)


	7.
	To consider the recommendations of the Licensing and Regulatory  Committee on the following matters:



	
	(a) 
	Age Requirement for Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles – Review of Policy

	
	Minute Number 
 14/L9 (enclosed)


	
	(b)
	Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Drivers Application – Amendment to Medical Report
	
	Minute Number 

17/L11 (enclosed)


	8.


	To consider the recommendations of the Governance and Business Committee on the following matters:

(a) 

Meeting Timetable 2015/16

Minute Number 

 19/J9 (enclosed)
(b)

Trade Union Facilities Agreement

Minute Number 

24/J14(E) (enclosed)
(c)

Post of Director of Communities and Business Change

Minute Number
26/J15 (E) (enclosed)


	9.
	To consider the recommendation of the Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel on the following matter:



	
	
	Calderdale  Foster Care Association - Co-opted Member  Representation on the Scrutiny Panel
	
	Minute Number 

21/E22 (enclosed)

	
	

	10.
	To consider the following Motions under Council Procedure Rule 14:

(a) Motion submitted by Councillor Baker
Shale Gas Exploration
That

(a) this Council notes that it has a responsibility to tackle climate change and protect the environment and the wellbeing of local communities;
 

(b) this Council acknowledges that exploration of unconventional fossil fuel undermines action on climate change and diverts resources away from investment in a safe and secure renewable energy future;
 

(c) this Council notes that there are possible significant adverse impacts from shale gas exploration and exploitation, including water contamination and air pollution, and supports a ‘Frack-Free’ declaration for this area; and
 

(d) this Council calls on her Majesty’s Government to impose a moratorium on shale gas exploration within the UK to prevent the adverse impact it will have on green house gas emissions and climate change.
(b) Motion submitted by Councillor Sutherland
Fracking

That
(a) this Council notes the serious concerns that exist regarding fracking - in particular:
(i)   questions about the environmental impact and safety of fracking operations, and

(ii)   fears that the continued exploitation of fossil fuels will lead to further damaging climate change;
(b) Council therefore believes that large-scale fracking should not form a major part of UK energy policy; and
(c) whilst this Council remains committed to hearing all planning applications in a fair manner and in full accordance with the law, proposals for shale gas extraction within Calderdale are likely to generate significant public concern. In the event of such an application we request that our officers take all possible steps to ensure that the environment of Calderdale and the amenity of its residents are protected. 
(c) Motion submitted by Councillor M K Swift
Consultation with Ward Members

That

(a) Council registers its dismay at the current administration’s delay in informing Town Ward councillors about the parking crisis in the centre of Halifax and its failure to involve them, in any way, in the development of proposals to deal with it;
 

(b) this Council notes: 

(i)  the convention on member – officer relationships sets out clear expectations that ward members will be consulted and informed, including “in relation to significant or sensitive operational matters”; and
(ii) that whilst the Council first became aware of potential issues with the Traffic Regulation Orders on 10th September, and ceased to enforce on September 23rd; the leader of the largest group was not informed until 2nd October; 
(iii) that ward councillors were not told that a Temporary TRO was being put in place until they saw the Council press release on 29th October, and that further information has only been provided in response to specific questions; and
(c) Council requests that the Governance and Business Committee reviews the existing protocols on consultation with Ward Councillors, covering key matters of policy and departmental operation, to ensure that such a situation does not recur in the future.

 
(d) Motion submitted by Councillor B Collins
Air Quality
In the light of last month’s ruling by the European Court, Council requests that the Cabinet  review the effectiveness of Calderdale’s seven air quality management areas and (with particular reference to the new Hipperholme zone) and brings forward further proposals to reduce nitrogen dioxide levels within relevant parts of the Borough.

(e) Motion submitted by Councillor T Swift
N.H.S

That

(a) this Council is concerned by reports that Monitor is to investigate Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust after projections showing that it may end the year £4 million in deficit when it originally planned for a £3 million surplus.
(b) this Council fears that the Trust's financial predicament is symptomatic of the crisis now developing within the NHS throughout the Country.
(c) this Council has no confidence that the Government's recently-announced winter funding allocation will be sufficient to address the range of specific problems already facing the Trust within Calderdale.
(d) this Council therefore calls on the government to release further immediate, emergency funding to enable the local NHS Trust to operate effectively, through the approaching winter, without damage to essential patient care and without recourse to reductions in provision or measures of structural change which could pre-empt full and proper consideration of the “Care Closer to Home” proposals now under development by the Clinic Commissioning Group.

(f) Motion submitted by Councillor Lynn
Living Wage
This Council 

(i) welcomes the actions taken by the previous administration to pay a ‘Living Wage’ supplement to Calderdale MBC staff;

(ii) notes the increasing adoption of Living Wage policies across the public and private sectors;

(iii) congratulates Marshall’s group, as one of Calderdale’s largest private sector employers, on their decision to become a Living Wage employer; and

(iv) resolves to seek formal accreditation as a Living Wage employer by April 2015.
(g) Motion submitted by Councillor Press
Local Welfare Fund

This Council notes:-
(a) that more than one in four children in Calderdale are classified as living in poverty, once housing costs are taken into account;
(i) that between 250 and 300 people are regular users of food banks across    the Borough; and

(ii) that over 600 people have been helped in the first six months of this year               through a variety of local welfare schemes, including the local welfare fund.

(b) this Council further notes that the Government initially planned to abolish the Local Welfare Fund, but following legal challenge has now completed a consultation on its future; and
(c) this Council welcomes the response submitted on behalf of Calderdale MBC which supports the continued provision of central Government support for the Local Welfare Fund, and calls on our local Members of Parliament to actively lobby Her Majesty’s Government to retain this vital resource


	11.
	To appoint Members and Substitute Members (as necessary) to serve on Scrutiny Panels and Council Committees


	12.
	To appoint Representatives (as necessary) to serve on Outside Bodies (enclosed)


	13.


	To answer questions asked by Members of the Council under Council Procedure Rule 13


	14.
	To receive reports from the Leader and Cabinet  Members on the discharge of their roles and responsibilities since the last meeting of the Council:


	
	Councillor Baines – Leader

	
	Councillor Benton – Deputy Leader and CAFM, Housing and Environment

	
	Councillor Caffrey – Economy 

	
	Councillor Mrs Carter – Use of Resources

	
	Councillor McAllister – Adults, Health and Social Care

	
	Councillor Raistrick – Children and Young People’s Services and Lead Member for  Children’s Services

	
	Councillor Thompson – Communities

	
	(Each Member has a maximum of five minutes in which to make their report. In the absence of a Cabinet Member, the Leader will present the report.  Any Member of the Council may ask a question, or comment on any current issue. A Member has a maximum of three minutes in which to ask a question/comment, and may speak more than once on any report.  The maximum time for questions and comments following each report is twenty minutes.)


	15.
	Comments on the work of Scrutiny Panels and Committees and Questions without notice to the Chairs of Scrutiny Panels and Committees



	
	Councillor James – Chair, Adults, Health and Social Care Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Ford – Chair, Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Sweeney  – Chair, Communities Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Baker – Chair, Economy and Environment Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Smith  – Chair, Use of Resources Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor T Swift – Chair, Audit Committee

	
	Councillor Lambert – Chair, Governance and Business Committee

	
	Councillor Thornber – Chair, Licensing and Regulatory Committee

	
	Councillor Sutherland  – Chair, Planning Committee

	
	Councillor Mrs Carter – Deputy Chair, Standards Committee

	
	Councillor Battye – Chair, Health and Wellbeing Board

	
	(Any Member of the Council may comment on, or ask the Chair of a Scrutiny Panel or a Committee a question about, the discharge of the Panel/Committee’s role and responsibilities since the last meeting of the Council.  In the absence of a Chair, the question may be asked to the Deputy Chair.  The maximum period for comments to be made or questions to be asked under this item is thirty minutes)


Head of Democratic and Partnership Services
25th November 2014
NOTE: 
Where a Minute is marked (E) the item was considered with the public excluded from the meeting on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt/confidential information.
