Item No 7(a)

COUNCIL MEETING, 28th November 2012
PLANNING COMMITTEE, 2nd October 2012 

22 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT: PERFORMANCE REPORT AND DRAFT ENFORCEMENT POLICY

The Head of Planning submitted a written report which provided planning enforcement statistics for the financial years 2009/10, 2010/11 and 2011/12.  Appended to the report was a copy of the draft Planning Enforcement Policy for consideration.

Having enforcement was a statutory power but its use was discretionary.  It was an offence to carry out unauthorised works to trees covered by a tree preservation order, display unauthorised advertisements or carry out unauthorised works to a listed building.  The Head of Planning had delegated powers to determine whether formal action should or should not be taken although cases could be referred to the Planning Committee as necessary.  The Planning Committee or the Head of Housing and Environment determined whether a Section 215 Notice (untidy land affecting the amenity of the area) should be served.

The National Planning Policy Framework in paragraph 207 stated that:

“Effective enforcement is important as a means of maintaining public confidence in the planning system.  Enforcement action is discretionary and local planning authorities should act proportionately in responding to suspected breaches of planning control.  Local planning authorities should consider publishing a local enforcement plan to manage enforcement proactively, in a way that is appropriate to their area.  This should set out how they will monitor the implementation of planning permissions and take action where it is appropriate to do so.”
The report provided background information together with information on performance, breach of condition notices and enforcement notice appeals, cautions, prosecutions and direct actions and Section 215 Notices.  Appended to the report were details of the progress with compliance with enforcement notices which had been served and the current position together with the draft Economy and Environment Development Management Enforcement Policy.

* RESOLVED that

(a) it be recommended to the Council that the revised Enforcement Policy be approved; 
(b) the Planning Enforcement Performance Report and draft Enforcement Policy be referred to the Economy and Environment Scrutiny Panel for comment;

(c) the Head of Planning be requested to submit a written report on a half yearly basis on planning enforcement performance; and

(d) the thanks of this Committee be conveyed to all staff within the Enforcement Team for their hard work in dealing with local enforcement issues.

(Only part (a) of the above requires the approval of the Council)

