Item No 6(a)

COUNCIL MEETING, 28th November 2012
CABINET, 12th November 2012 

87 HALIFAX TOWN CENTRE AND CENTRAL LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE

Councillor Mrs Nash, Cabinet Member with responsibility for Communities, presented a joint written of the Director for Communities and the Director, Economy and Environment advising of the outcome of the consultation which had been undertaken to find out whether people agreed with the Council’s future plans for Halifax town centre and the Central Library and Archive.  The further consultation had been requested by the Council at its meeting on 15th February 2012 and the work commissioned by Cabinet at its meeting on 2nd April 2012.  Ipsos MORI had been appointed by the Council following a tender selection process and had commenced work on the consultation in May 2012.  Details of the consultation exercise which had been carried out in three strands were set out in the report, and had provided an opportunity for all to have their say as part of the decision making process.  The consultation had taken place on two options, either to build a new library and archive in the Piece Hall quarter, or refurbish the library and archive on the existing site. Ipsos MORI had given clear advice that the representative survey of households consultation process was the most robust method for representing the views of the whole population.  

Details of the outcome of the consultation process were set out in the report.  The representative survey of households had highlighted some powerful messages for the Council.  A significant proportion (39%) were in favour of a new retail development on the Northgate site and a relocated library, with only 25% of residents against moving the existing Library and Archive. This built on the Council’s experience of new library provision in Calderdale seen through increased usage and impact of the facility at King Cross. This would be important to attract the 82% of local people who did not use the library regularly, and the 57% who did not think the Central Library was modern. Attracting new users, particularly young people and families, was a critical part of supporting investment in culture and future library provision.  The open consultation had provided an opportunity for all to have their say as part of the decision making process. Whilst the results of this consultation were useful and should not be ignored, it was clear from the demographic profile of respondents that this represented views of a more targeted proportion of the Calderdale population and did not detract from the mandate and clear message from local people that was contained within the representative survey.

The provision of a new Central Library and Archive would cost £9.25m, with an estimated £235,000 for annual operating costs.  This excluded the cost of fit out and rent of accommodation for the relocated Reserve Book Stack, Discover and the Bibliographic Services Unit which would be reported separately to Members in due course.  Details of the financial implications of both options were set out in the report for Members’ consideration.  The redevelopment of the Northgate House and Central Library site for comparison retail would address an identified gap in the market and create space for occupiers seeking larger floor plates than was currently available in the town centre.  It would generate significant direct economic benefits through the advocacy of completed retail floor space and Calderdale would benefit from potential non-domestic rates that could be generated from a new retail development.  It would 

also lead to significant direct benefits in respect of re-enforcing the town centre’s retail offer, attracting more spending.

* RESOLVED that

(a) the outcome of the consultation commissioned by the Council be noted; 

(b) it be recommended to the Council that approval be given to the relocation of the Central Library and Archive from its current Northgate site to the site at Square Spire, and to the capital costs by way of prudential borrowing required to implement that relocation as detailed under Option A in the joint report of the Director for Communities and Director, Economy and Environment; and

(c) subject to the Council’s approval of part (b) above, authority be given for the Director, Economy and Environment in consultation with the Cabinet Member with responsibility for Economy and Environment and the Director for Communities and the Head of Democratic and Partnership Services, to progress the programme detailed in the joint report of the Director for Communities and Director, Economy and Environment.

(Only part (b) of the above requires the approval of the Council)
