COUNCIL MEETING, 15th February 2012                  Item No 9(a)

STANDARDS COMMITTEE, 23rd January 2012
17 MEMBERS ALLOWANCE SCHEME FOR THE YEAR 1ST APRIL 2012 TO 31ST MARCH 2013 

The Head of Democratic and Partnership Services submitted a written report seeking consideration to the approval of a Members’ Allowances Scheme for the year 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013.  A year was defined by the Regulations as “any period of 12 months ending on 31st March in any year”.  The next “year” commenced on the 1st April 2012 and a scheme would need to be approved for that year.    

The current Members’ Allowances Scheme approved by the Council on 16th February 2011 was attached to the report.  Amendments could not be made to the scheme without consideration having first been given to any recommendation of the Independent Remuneration Panel.   Discussion took place in relation to the arrangements for the annual uplift of allowances on which the Independent Remuneration Panel had previously made recommendations to the Council. The annual uplift of allowances had not been applied in 2011/12 and there had been no increase in the basic and special responsibility allowances in that year.

*RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Council that: 

(a) the Members’ Allowances Scheme approved by the Council on 16th February 2011 be approved for the year 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013; and

(b) the annual adjustment provision for Basic and Special Responsibility Allowances continue to be not applied for the year 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013, meaning that there will be no increase in those allowances in May 2012.
