Greetland and Stainland Ward Forum & PACT
Notes from the meeting held on Thursday 3 October 2019
St Thomas Church Greetland 7.00pm
	Councillors Present:
	Councillor Paul Bellenger Chair
Councillor Marilyn Greenwood 

	Apologies
	Councillor Sue Holdsworth

Elaine Ramsden 

	Calderdale Council Staff
	Graham Gibbons Neighbourhood Coordinator
Mary Price Community Warden 
Brian Parker Antisocial Behaviour Officer

	Police
	PCSO Freely
PCSO Downs

	Residents Present
	20


Action Points for the Next Meeting:
· Update on A629 next phase
· Pass on concerns regarding Branch Rd

1. Welcome & Introductions

Councillor Bellenger welcomed everyone and apologies were noted.

2. Notes and Feedback From the Previous Meeting

· Clarify why any gaps have been left while installing the new street lighting columns on High Meadows
The work carried out so far on High Meadows was carried out by the previous contractor. The current contractor has not got to these particular columns within their programme. The two street lighting columns are steel columns on site and will be lantern changed only. The contractors will be chased for a date for the work to be done.
· Look into reports of parking issues on Green Lane 

This has been raised previously. The area has been visited and will continue to be monitored.
· Dog fouling in West Vale on the space by the old brass works

Wardens have been to look at this. It is private land so we are limited as to what we can do. Wardens will continue to patrol and speak with dog walkers.
3. What’s going on in Greetland & Stainland
3.1   Police Update: PCSO’s Ruth Freely & Dominic Downs
PCSO’s Freely & Downs summarised the figures for this year compared to the same period last year






2018


2019

Burglary



47


20
Theft of Motor Vehicles

9


4

Theft from motor vehicles

22


20

Assault



28


26

Comment: The figures you have provided don’t seem to match with what is on the website.
A request was made for the Police to bring figures for total crime to the next meeting.

Q: There are a lot of problems at the bus shelter at Stainland. A resident reported an incident where a young person had a knife and was stabbing the lawn. No threats were made

A: Was this reported?

The resident responded that it had, but no follow-up action could be taken, as they could not identify the young person involved.
Cllr Bellenger highlighted the ongoing issues of antisocial behaviour and explained that work is ongoing but we need support from residents to come forward to identify those involved.

Brian Parker Antisocial Behaviour Officer for Calderdale Council was introduced to the meeting. Brian explained that to be able to take action we have to work on evidence. There is currently an application with the Council’s legal team for an injunction against 3 young people. We can only go to court with evidence, which has to be in the form of statements provided by people who are able to identify those involved in a particular incident. Brian explained that where people are reluctant to come forward through fear of repercussions we are able protect your identity. Every call and report is followed up however it has been very challenging to find people who can actually name the young people involved and are willing to provide a statement.
A series of activities were run over the summer to engage with young people in the area working with Young Peoples Service and Bus Oasis. Some of the young people did engage and things did seem to improve. Unfortunately, this isn’t sustainable.
Q: What is your advice to residents if they come across an ongoing incident and if so should they attempt to engage with the young people to try and find out who they are and are we able to take photographs?
A: Never put yourself in danger if there is a crime ongoing then you should call the police while the incident is taking place. If someone is doing something criminally wrong then you can take photos but do not share these or post them on social media.

A resident raised the issue of young people being named on social media.

A: Please do not do this there are issues around data protection.
A resident suggested it would be good to bring groups together to look at engaging and providing activities for young people.

Cllr Greenwood highlighted that there were good suggestions from the community. There is a Parish Council and the meetings are open so people are encouraged to attend.


3.2   Ward Forum Grants Update 
 

Graham provided an update on the Ward Forum spend for the financial year so far. 
	Greetland & Stainland Ward Forum Grants Summary for 2019/20

	
	 
	 

	 2018/19 Carry over £9
	 
	 

	2019/20 new allocation £5000
	 
	 

	Organisation
	Project
	Awarded

	Cllr Decision
	Hanging baskets
	£644

	Cherry Tree Green
	Pruning the Cherry Tree and litter bin
	£500

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total awarded
	£1,144

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Funding remaining 
	 
	£3,865.50


4.   Open Forum
Comment:  We have reported drug problems in West Vale to the Police including providing registration numbers but it still goes on.
A: Noting registration numbers is helpful as it all contributes to building local intelligence.  A 4G CCTV system is going to be installed in West Vale. Police licensing is currently engaging with licensed premises in West Vale.

Cllr Bellenger highlighted the current road resurfacing work from Stainland library towards Outlane, which is scheduled to take four weeks. There were initially some issues with public transport; however, a free shuttle bus is now running hourly.
A question was asked about the online map on the Council’s website for reporting faulty streetlights. It used to have streetlight numbers on the map. Has this been changed?

A: We will try and find out.

Q: There is a forgotten strip on Branch Road that doesn’t seem to be looked after.

A: This is in Ryburn ward but we can forward your concerns onto the elected members and officers for that area.

Cllr Greenwood informed the meeting that there will be a community volunteer day taking place on Mon 14th October 10.00am at Shaw Park. Linking with Solvay who have supported a lot of work in the ward and have provided a donation towards work in the park to make the pond more wildlife friendly and create a new island and clearing out other areas.

5.    Items for next meeting
· Information on how antisocial behaviour figures are monitored

· Update on the A629 next phase
6.   Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Thursday 23 January 2020 7.00pm.
