This meeting is open to the public unless the Members decide to exclude the public for any exempt or confidential item of business

BOROUGH COUNCIL OF CALDERDALE

TOWN HALL, HALIFAX
COUNCIL MEETING
      24TH APRIL 2013
Members of the Council

You are hereby summoned to attend a MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, which will be held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Halifax on WEDNESDAY, THE 24TH DAY OF APRIL 2013 at 1800 hours, when it is proposed to transact the following business:-

1. Minutes of the Council meetings held on 13th and 25th February 2013 to be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Mayor (enclosed).

2. Members’ Interests (To remind Members of the need to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or other interests they might have in relation to the items included on this Summons).

3. To receive the Mayor's or Chief Executive's announcements (if any).
4.
To receive petitions, if any, presented by Members of the Council.

5.
To answer questions asked by members of the public under Council Procedure Rule 12. 

6. 
To consider the recommendations of Cabinet on the following matters:-

	
	(a)
	Joint Wellbeing Strategy
	
	Minute Number 154/B117 (enclosed)


	
	(b)
	West Yorkshire Plus Transport Fund
	
	Minute Number 158/B120 (enclosed)

	
	(c)
	Review of the Fairer Charging Policy for Community Care Services
	
	Minute Number 165/B125 (enclosed)


	
	(d)
	Local Transport Plan Capital Programmes for 2013/14
	
	Minute Number 166/B126 (enclosed)


	
	(e)
	Future Proposals for Heatherstones
	
	Minute Number 174/B130(E) (enclosed)


	7.
	To consider the recommendations of the Standards Committee on the following matters:



	
	(a)     
	Standards Committee Arrangements – Co-opted Members                   
	
	Minute Number 
21/I26 (enclosed)


	
	(b)
	Code of Conduct for Members – Appointment of an Independent Person
	
	Minute Number 22/I28 (enclosed)


	8.


	To consider the recommendation of the Employment Committee on the following matter:

(a)                   Post of Director of Public Health –                      Minute Number

                  Appointment Arrangements                                27/N13(E)

                                                                                              (enclosed)


	9.
	To consider the recommendation of the Governance and Business Committee on the following matter:

(a)                   Establishment of a Health and Wellbeing           Recommendation
                  Board                                                                  of Governance and
                                                                                            Business Committee
                                                                                                        on 16th April 2013
                                                                                                        (to follow)



	10.
	Walk-in Services. Report of the Adults, Health and Social Care Scrutiny Panel (enclosed)



	11.
	To receive the Audit Committee Annual Report 2012/13 (enclosed)


	12.
	To consider the following Motions under Council Procedure Rule 14:

(a) Motion submitted by Councillor Sutherland
The ‘Bedroom Tax’
That this Council:
· notes that the ‘Bedroom Tax’ (social housing size criteria) will affect over 1200 households in Calderdale.  The Equality impact assessment conducted by the Government estimates that two thirds of affected households include a person with a disability;

· believes that the policy will fail as forcing tenants to move will in many cases lead to higher benefit payments;

· notes that there are now over 4000 people on P2K Housing KeyChoice waiting list actively seeking housing in Calderdale; 

· believes that with house building at the lowest level since the 1920’s, Government should be investing in new social housing in Calderdale, creating real homes, rather than making clumsy and punitive benefit cuts that penalise the least well off;

· calls on registered social landlords operating in Calderdale to refrain from seeking possession of properties where arrears are substantially due to tenants struggling to cope with the impact of the ‘Bedroom Tax’; and

· asks the Government to axe this measure which will cut the benefit paid to some of Calderdale’s most vulnerable residents.

(b) Motion submitted by Councillor Battye
Disposal of Former Police Stations
(a) this Council notes that:

· a number of former Police Stations in Calderdale and in other parts of West Yorkshire are in the process of being disposed of by the Police and Crime Commissioner; and

· these buildings are often substantial buildings occupying important positions in town centres;

(b) this Council believes that these buildings should be seen as important public
   assets and that the public should have an input to the disposal process;

(c) this Council therefore requests the Leader/Chief Executive to contact the West
Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner informing him of this Councils’ view and requesting that a disposal process similar to that employed by this Council be adopted by him,  in particular, before any disposal of a former police station takes place, discussions should be held with the local residents, local councillors and representatives of partner organisations to explore the best use of such buildings in the future; and

(d) this Council further requests its representatives on the West Yorkshire Police and     Crime Panel to pursue this matter as appropriate.



	13.
	To appoint Members and Substitute Members (as necessary) to serve on Scrutiny Panels and Council Committees



	14.
	To appoint Representatives (as necessary) to serve on Outside Bodies (enclosed)


	15.


	To answer questions asked by Members of the Council under Council Procedure Rule 13

	16.
	To receive reports from the Leader and Cabinet Members on the discharge of their roles and responsibilities since the last meeting:



	
	Councillor T Swift – Leader

	
	Councillor Battye – Deputy Leader

	
	Councillor Evans – Education and Life Long Learning

	
	Councillor Smith – Performance and Resources

	
	Councillor Metcalfe – Adults, Health and Social Care

	
	Councillor M K Swift – Children’s Social Care and Lead Member for Children’s Services

	
	Councillor Mrs Nash – Communities

	
	Councillor B Collins – Economy and Environment

	
	(Each Member has a maximum of five minutes in which to make their report. In the absence of a Cabinet Member, the Leader will present the report.  Any Member of the Council may ask a question, or comment on any current issue. A Member has a maximum of three minutes in which to ask a question/comment, and may speak more than once on any report.  The maximum time for questions and comments following each report is twenty minutes.)


	17.
	Comments on the work of Scrutiny Panels and Committees and Questions without notice to the Chairs of Scrutiny Panels and Committees



	
	Councillor Mrs Goldthorpe – Chair, Adults, Health and Social Care Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Raistrick – Chair, Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Rivron  – Chair, Communities Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor D Hardy – Chair, Economy and Environment Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Beacroft-Mitchell – Chair, Use of Resources Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Wardhaugh – Chair, Audit Committee

	
	Councillor Beacroft-Mitchell – Chair, Governance and Business Committee

	
	Councillor S Young – Chair, Licensing and Regulatory Committee

	
	Councillor Sutherland  – Chair, Planning Committee

	
	Councillor Martin – Deputy Chair, Standards Committee

	
	(Any Member of the Council may comment on, or ask the Chair of a Scrutiny Panel or a Committee a question about, the discharge of the Panel/Committee’s role and responsibilities since the last meeting of the Council.  In the absence of a Chair, the question may be asked to the Deputy Chair.  The maximum period for comments to be made or questions to be asked under this item is thirty minutes)


Head of Democratic and Partnership Services






 

16th April 2013
NOTE: 
Where a Minute is marked (E) the item was considered with the public excluded from the meeting on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt/confidential information.
