This meeting is open to the public unless the Members decide to exclude the public for any exempt or confidential item of business

BOROUGH COUNCIL OF CALDERDALE

TOWN HALL, HALIFAX
COUNCIL MEETING
28TH NOVEMBER 2012
Members of the Council

You are hereby summoned to attend a MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, which will be held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Halifax on WEDNESDAY, THE 28TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2012 at 1800 hours, when it is proposed to transact the following business:-

1. Minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting and the Council meeting held on 27th September 2012 to be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Mayor (enclosed).

2. Members’ Interests (To remind Members of the need to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or other interests they might have in relation to the items included on this Summons).

3. To receive the Mayor's or Chief Executive's announcements (if any).
4.
To receive petitions, if any, presented by Members of the Council.

5.
To answer questions asked by members of the public under Council Procedure Rule 12. 

6. 
To consider the recommendations of Cabinet on the following matters:-

	
	(a)
	Halifax Town Centre and Central Library and Archive
	
	Minute Number 87/B62 (enclosed)


	
	(b)
	Localised Council Tax Support
	
	Minute Number 88/B64 (enclosed)


	
	(c)
	Localised Business Rates
	
	Minute Number 90/B65 (enclosed)


	
	(d)
	Cluster of Empty Homes - Funding
	
	Minute Number 92/B67 (enclosed)


	
	(e)
	Triennial Review of Gambling Act 2005 Statement of Principles
	
	Minute Number 95/B69 (enclosed)



	7.
	To consider the recommendation of the Planning Committee on the following matter:



	
	(a)     
	Planning Enforcement: Performance Report and Draft Enforcement Policy                    
	
	Minute Number 22/H25 (enclosed)


	8.
	To consider the recommendation of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee on the following matter:

(a)                        Amendment of Delegated Powers to allow        Minute Number

                  Licensing Enforcement Officers to enforce        30/L21 (enclosed)
                  The Smoke-Free Regulations 2006 and 2007

                  For Regulation of Smoking within Licensed

                  Premises



	9.
	To consider the recommendations of the Governance and Business Committee on the following matters:

(a)                        Meeting Timetable 2013/2014                           Minute Number

                                                                                             18/J9 (enclosed)

(b)                  Arrangements for Council Meetings -                Minute Number

                 Questions without Notice to Chairs of                19/J12 (enclosed)

                 Scrutiny Panels and Committees

(c)                 Executive Decision Taking and Access to          Minute Number

                Information – New Regulations                           20/J12 (enclosed)

(d)                Corporate Arrangements for Consultation           Minute Number

               and Information Sharing with Recognised           22/J14 (E) (enclosed)

               Trade Unions


	10.
	To consider the following Motions under Council Procedure Rule 14:

(a) Motion submitted by Councillor Mrs Goldthorpe
The Future of Social Care
This Council notes that the report of the Commission on Funding of Care and Support chaired by Andrew Dilnot was sent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the then Secretary of State for Health on 4th July 2010.  The report recommended, amongst other things, that:


       a) a cap should be set on an individual’s contributions, and 
       b) the upper threshold for means-testing should be raised. 

This Council also notes the recent comments of the Care Minister, Norman Lamb MP, that: “My personal view is that we just have to get on and do Dilnot. We could achieve quite a significant breakthrough in the next two years”.


This Council calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to:

i) bring forward legislation to implement these two proposals without any further delay, and 

ii) ensure that the necessary funding provided to all local authorities is based upon the demographics of the eligible population rather than an arbitrary formula. 

The Council therefore asks the Chief Executive to write to the Secretary of State for Health outlining these concerns, and also to write to the Care Minister welcoming his comments and urging him to ensure that significant progress is made on this issue within the next two years, if not sooner.


	
	(b) Motion submitted by Councillor Mrs Nash
Welfare Reform
The Council notes:

· a recent speech Secretary of State for Work and Pensions regarding his future welfare reform plans

· that it is not Coalition Government policy to cap benefits for families with more than two children or to withdraw housing benefit from under-25s. 

· the Liberal Democrats have not agreed to either proposal. 

· that the Liberal Democrats have not signed up to the suggested further £10bn of cuts in the welfare budget and no agreement has been reached.

 

The Council believes that if Britain has to make more savings as a country the government must ensure that any further cuts in government spending or increases in taxation fall primarily on those best able to bear such changes.

The Council therefore asks the Chief Executive to write to the Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister opposing these further welfare reform plans. 

(c) Motion submitted by Councillor S Young
Equal Marriage
Calderdale Council recognises that all residents should be treated equally and should not be barred from any aspect of civil society either because of their beliefs, race, gender status, disability or sexual orientation.

Calderdale Council notes the recent Government consultation on extending the legal form of marriage to same-sex couples, and the commitment of Calderdale Council to equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered persons.

Calderdale Council acknowledges and welcomes the positive efforts of the last Government to support lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights, including:
· Equal legal age of consent;

· Adoption rights for same-sex couples;

· Fertility treatment rights;

· Introduction of civil partnerships for same-sex couples


Calderdale Council supports the current government's efforts to build on this progress, and legislate for equal Civil Marriage and also calls for equal Civil Partnerships.

Calderdale Council requests that the Chief Executive and the Leader of the Council write to Linda Riordan MP and Craig Whitaker MP requesting they vote in favour in any Parliamentary vote supporting the equal marriage rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered couples to bring any proposed legislation to a reality and that they lobby for equal Civil Partnerships.
(d) Motion submitted by Councillor Wilkinson
West Yorkshire Fire Service

1. This Council notes :

a) the Coalition Government’s 25% national cuts to Fire and Rescue Services. 

b) that 60% of the funding for West Yorkshire Fire Service comes from Government grant.


c) that reductions in Government Grant have been unfairly distributed leading to the Metropolitan Brigades receiving a disproportionate reduction in grant compared to other parts of the country including London and the South of England. Metropolitan Brigades have had to make percentage cuts double those of the national average and shoulder the burden of over 80% of the national cuts.


d) Metropolitan Brigades serve some of the most deprived parts of the country and deprivation is the greatest single determining factor of risk with regard to incidence of fire.

e) that the West Yorkshire Fire Service has already seen its grant reduced by £5.9 million and if the Government persists with its current funding policies and formulae it will see a further £8 - £14 million reduction in funding by March 2015.


f) that the West Yorkshire Fire Service has already made significant efficiency savings of over £7 million in the last two years.


g) that the West Yorkshire Fire Service has the lowest expenditure per head of population and the lowest grant of all Metropolitan Brigades.
 
2. The Council believes that the Coalition Government’s cuts to Fire Services go too far, have a disproportionate effect on the people of West Yorkshire and will put lives at risk.


3. The Council resolves to lobby Government to reconsider its position on funding Fire and Rescue authorities and to liaise with other West Yorkshire Authorities in order to present a strong, united and consistent case.


	11.
	To appoint Members and Substitute Members (as necessary) to serve on Scrutiny Panels and Council Committees



	12.
	To appoint Representatives (as necessary) to serve on Outside Bodies (Head of Democratic and Partnership Services – written report)



	13.


	To answer questions asked by Members of the Council under Council Procedure Rule 13


	14.
	To receive reports from the Leader and Cabinet Members on the discharge of their roles and responsibilities since the last meeting:



	
	Councillor T Swift – Leader

	
	Councillor Battye – Deputy Leader

	
	Councillor Mrs Nash – Communities

	
	Councillor Collins – Economy and Environment 

	
	Councillor Evans – Education and Life Long Learning

	
	Councillor Smith – Performance and Resources

	
	Councillor Metcalfe – Adults, Health and Social Care

	
	Councillor M K Swift – Children’s Social Care and Lead Member for Children’s Services

	
	(Each Member has a maximum of five minutes in which to make their report. In the absence of a Cabinet Member, the Leader will present the report.  Any Member of the Council may ask a question, or comment on any current issue. A Member has a maximum of three minutes in which to ask a question/comment, and may speak more than once on any report.  The maximum time for questions and comments following each report is twenty minutes.)


	15.
	Questions without notice to the Chairs of Scrutiny Panels and Committees



	
	Councillor Mrs Goldthorpe – Chair, Adults, Health and Social Care Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Raistrick – Chair, Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Rivron  – Chair, Communities Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor D Hardy – Chair, Economy and Environment Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Beacroft-Mitchell – Chair, Use of Resources Scrutiny Panel

	
	Councillor Wardhaugh – Chair, Audit Committee

	
	Councillor Beacroft-Mitchell – Chair, Governance and Business Committee

	
	Councillor S Young – Chair, Licensing and Regulatory Committee

	
	Councillor Sweeney  – Chair, Planning Committee

	
	Councillor Martin – Deputy Chair, Standards Committee

	
	(Any Member of the Council may ask the Chair of a Scrutiny Panel or a Committee a question about the discharge of the Panel/Committee’s role and responsibilities.  In the absence of a Chair, the question may be asked to the Deputy Chair.  The maximum period for questions under this item is thirty minutes)


Head of Democratic and Partnership Services






 

20th November 2012
NOTE: 
Where a Minute is marked (E) the item was considered with the public excluded from the meeting on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt/confidential information.
