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CALDERDALE MBC

WARDS AFFECTED:
ALL
LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE

7TH MARCH 2011
ANIMAL LICENSING UPDATE 
REPORT OF THE HEAD OF CUSTOMER SERVICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
1.
ISSUE
At their meeting on 13th December 2010, Members requested that the Head of Customer Services and Communications provide an update on the animal licensing regime which transferred from Environmental Health to Licensing in April 2010. 

Model conditions for pet shop licences have been produced and are recommended for implementation by the various animal charities that were involved in their production. Members are asked to consider whether these model conditions ought to be implemented.  
2.
NEED FOR A DECISION
Any change to licensing conditions must be approved by the Licensing & Regulatory Committee.
3.
RECOMMENDATION
Members are asked to consider this report and consultation results and decide whether the proposed amendments be approved and the model pet shop conditions be adopted.

4.
BACKGROUND/DETAILS
4.1
At their meeting on 29th March 2010, Members approved the proposed transfer of responsibility for animal licensing from Environmental Health to the Licensing Team, Minute J41/49 refers.  This was agreed at Council on 28th April 2010 and the necessary changes to the constitution were actioned, Minute A194/118(B) refers.

4.2
At their meeting on 29th March 2010 Members requested an update on the work that the Licensing Team have carried out since taking on responsibility for animal licensing.

4.3
From April 2010, the licensing unit has overhauled the process for animal licensing ensuring a leaner system for the customer and the licensing authority – including:
· Ensuring the lalpac software licensing system accommodates animal licensing process, applications and licences.

· Updating the Council’s website to allow clearer guidance on the licensing of animals.

· Standard documents, application and conditions in line with all other areas of legislation that the unit regulates.

· Enforcement liaison with existing licence holders to ensure the transition from environmental health to licensing was efficient.

· In house training for the licensing team.

· Hosted and facilitated training for the Institute of Licensing on animal licensing.  This was attended by 15 licensing officers from authorities around the country and delivered at no cost to Calderdale Council.

4.4
All animal licences expire on 31st December each year, renewal packs are sent to the existing licence holders.  Prior to the grant of the renewal a licensing enforcement officer will visit each premises to ensure compliance of the conditions and regulations.  Each visit may take between 1 – 1.5 hours and dependant on the type of animal licence may also require a visit from an authorised vet.

There are currently licensed:


Pet Shops – 15

Animal Boarding Establishments – 25


Dangerous Wild Animal licence – 1

4.5
Four complaints have been received from April 2010 to December 2010 in relation to animal licensing; details of complaints and action taken are detailed at Appendix 8 of the Complaints report, which is on the agenda for this meeting.
4.6
A working group formed by animal welfare charities and the chartered institute of environmental health have introduced draft model conditions for pet vending licensing.  (Attached at appendix one).  The proposed conditions set out the minimum standards considered necessary to ensure the health, safety and welfare of animals in pet shops.  Consultation has been undertaken as detailed at Paragraph 5 below.
4.7
The proposed conditions represent a transparent guide for existing and potential licence holders of the standards required for a licensed premise and as such are welcomed by Officers.

4.8
Members also requested a review of the fees for animal licences, this has been undertaken as part of the fees review report which is also on todays agenda.
5. 
CONSULTATION
Consultation with existing pet shop licence holders has taken place with regards to the proposed adoption of the model conditions.  The consultation has also been on the licensing section of the Council’s website and Calderdale Engage.  Unfortunately no response was received regarding the proposed model conditions.
6.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

None that are apparent.

7. 
OPTIONS 
Members are asked to note the report with regard to the work carried out by the Licensing Team since April 2010.
Members are also asked to determine whether or not to approve the implementation of the new model conditions for pet shops, with effect from 1st April for all new applicants and from next renewal in December 2011 for existing licence holders.

8.
APPENDICES
1. Proposed Model Conditions for Pet Vending Licensing.
Ann Wardle
Head of Customer Service and Communications
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS REPORT CONTACT:

Sarah Richardson, Registration and Licensing Services Manager, Westgate House, Westgate, Halifax, HX1 1PS tel: 01422 393043
DOCUMENTS USED IN THE PREPARATION OF THE REPORT 

1. Model Conditions for Pet Vending Licensing.

DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AT:

Westgate House, Westgate, Halifax, HX1 1PS
