L 21
LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE, 

13th December 2010



PRESENT: Councillor Mrs Allen (Chair)

Councillors Mrs Bampton-Smith, Barret, Mrs Cawthra, Ilyas, J  Hardy, Raistrick, Smith, Sutherland, Thornber

21 TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE REGULATION OF STREET TRADING LICENCES TO THE HEAD OF CUSTOMER SERVICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE HEAD OF HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT

The Head of Customer Services and Communications submitted a written report seeking an amendment to Part 3 of the Constitution to reflect the responsibility for regulation of street trading licenses being transferred from the Head of Highways and Engineering to the Head of Customer Services and Communications;  approval to extend the availability of licence consent streets within the Borough and to amend existing procedures and charges.

* RESOLVED that 

(a) it be recommended to the Council that the Council Functions at Part 3 of the Constitution be amended to include the following provision:

(i) Transfer from the Head of Highways and Engineering to the Head of Customer Services and Communications, power to grant, refuse, vary and revoke applications for street trading licences; 

(b) the Head of Customer Services and Communications be authorised to carry out the necessary procedures to implement the above provision; 

(c) the Head of Customer Services and Communications be authorised to investigate suitable locations within the Borough for licence and/or consent streets and to bring further proposals to this Committee; and

(d) the Head of Customer Services and Communications be requested to submit an interim report to the Committee in 6 months time, updating Members on the progress of the transfer of responsibility for the regulation of street trading licences to the Head of Customer Service and Communications.
DELEGATED FUNCTIONS

22 MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 11th OCTOBER 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee held on 11th October 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

23 MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE HELD ON 4th NOVEMBER 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Sub Committee held on 4th November 2010 be approved as a correct record.
24 APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER TO SERVE ON THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2010/2011 MUNICIPAL YEAR

The Head of Democratic and Partnership Services submitted a written report seeking the appointment of a Member to serve on the Licensing Sub Committee for the remainder of the 2010/11 Municipal Year.

RESOLVED that

(a) Councillor Sutherland be appointed to serve as a Member of the Licensing Sub Committee unless he resigns, becomes disqualified or is replaced by a resolution of this Committee until immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2011; and
(b) Councillor Thornber be appointed Chair of the Sub Committee unless he resigns, becomes disqualified or is replaced by a resolution of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee until immediately following the annual meeting of the Council in 2011.
25 APPLICATION FOR A SEX ESTABLISHMENT LICENCE – LA SALSA, 24 SILVER STREET, HALIFAX, HX1 1HS

The Head of Customer Services and Communications submitted a written report seeking consideration of an application for the Grant of a Sex Establishment Licence for La Salsa, 24 Silver Street, Halifax, HX1 1HS.

At a meeting of this Committee held on 29th March 2010 Members had recommended to Council to adopt new provisions, which allowed the Licensing Authority to regulate lap dancing or similar venues as sexual entertainment venues under Section 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  (Minute J40/48 refers.)  Members had also approved standard conditions to attach to any sex encounter establishment licence. A copy of the standard conditions for sexual entertainment venues was appended to the report at Appendix 3.

RESOLVED that the application for a sex establishment licence for  LA Salsa, 24 Silver Street, Halifax, HX1 1HS be granted subject to the standard conditions.

26 UNMET DEMAND SURVEY – ACTION PLAN UPDATE

The Head of Customer Services and Communications submitted a written report seeking Members consideration to an update on an action plan from the unmet demand survey.

At a meeting of this Committee held on 11th October 2010, Members had considered a report on unmet demand and resolved that the Head of Customer Services and Communications report back with proposals to address the action plan from the unmet demand survey, as follows:

· Provision of better information to customers, including information boards at the hackney ranks, particularly advising people of the good hackney carriage service available

· Improve driver training regarding service to disabled customers

· Considering the way by which customers might contact hackney carriages, and more specifically, wheel chair accessible vehicles, by phone

· Reduction of the abuse of the night ranks by parked vehicles

Officers from the Licensing Unit had met with all Directorates and partner agencies involved in the proposed action plan arising from the unmet demand survey. 

RESOLVED that


(a) the Head of Customer Services and Communications to make the necessary amendments to guidance and conditions, in order to implement the following amendments to training requirements for drivers and applicants, with effect from 1st February 2011;

(i) to implement in house training for drivers of wheelchair accessible vehicles, as an alternative to the DSA test, ensuring that training is completed by 1st February 2012;
(ii) that such training be mandatory for existing drivers who have not undertaken the DSA wheelchair exercise and for all new applicants;
(iii) that such training be required of any drivers, where Licensing Officers have concerns about their ability to safely provide services to disabled customers;
(iv) that the costs of such training be met by drivers and applicants; 

(b) this Committee approves the proposal to provide information boards to all Hackney Carriage ranks within the Halifax Zone,  the costs to be found from within existing budgets; and

(c) the Head of Customer Services and Communications be requested to report back to the next meeting of this Committee, to update Members on the issue of the reduction of abuse of the night time ranks.

Note: The following reports are available for inspection by Members of the Council:

Minutes of the Licensing & Regulatory Committee held on 11th October 2010

Minutes of the Licensing & Regulatory Sub Committee held on 4th November 2010

Appointment of a Member to serve on the Licensing Sub Committee for the remainder of the 2010/11 Municipal Year

Transfer of Responsibility for the Regulation of Street Trading Licences to the Head of Customer Services and Communications from the Head of Housing and Environment

Application for a Sex Establishment Licence – La Salsa, 24 Silver Street, Halifax.

Unmet Demand Survey – Action Plan
