CALDERDALE MBC

WARDS AFFECTED:
ALL
LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE

7 March 2011
TESTING OF PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES AND HACKNEY CARRIAGES – REVIEW OF POLICY

Report of the Head of Customer Services and Communications

1. Issue
A review of the policy regarding the testing of private hire vehicles and hackney carriages.

2. Need for a decision
Members have requested a review of the existing policy regarding the frequency of MOT testing of private hire vehicles and hackney carriages.   

3. Recommendation
Members are asked to consider the report and determine whether the current policy should be amended, and in what way.  Any change to policy must be approved by Council. 
4. Background
4.1 One of the prime concerns of the Council in licensing private hire vehicles and hackney carriages is the safety and comfort of the travelling public in Calderdale.

4.2 On 7 June 2010, Members considered a report proposing changes to the existing testing policy for licensed vehicles, requested by the trade.  Minute L4/9 refers.
4.3
The proposed changes were to amend the existing policy to the following requirements: 

· Up to 6 years – once per year

· From 6 to 10 year – twice yearly

· Annual test to be carried out at Battinson Road.

· Additional 6 month test to be carried out at any MOT registered garage.

Members RESOLVED that

(a) the current policy in relation to the frequency of mechanical testing of hackney carriage and private hire vehicles should remain;

(b) the Head of Customer Services and Communications submit a written report to a meeting of this Committee in January 2011 detailing the percentage of vehicles which failed the compliance test first time; the age of the vehicles and the reason for the failure for the period January 2010 and January 2011; and

(c) the Head of Customer Services and Communications submit a written report to this Committee in January 2011 detailing comparisons of other immediate prohibition notices served on other vehicles by the Vehicle and Operators Services Agency.

5. Details
5.1     Since 7 June 2010, four joint operations with the West Yorkshire Police and      VOSA have taken place.  These were on the evenings of 

25 June, 6 August, 1 October and 3 December.               

5.2     The results from these operations are shown at Appendix 1.  The results show the number of licensed vehicles inspected, how many were found to have major mechanical safety faults which resulted in the vehicle being taken off the road with immediate effect and how many were found to have minor defects which had to be rectified within a period of seven days.

5.3
In addition to carrying out inspections on licensed vehicles, VOSA operatives      

           also inspect other categories of vehicles such as:

· Light goods (including private vehicles, vans and flat backs)

· Heavy goods (including skip wagons)
· Coaches 

5.4      During a six month period from June 2010 to December 2010

7% of the total number of light goods vehicles inspected had immediate prohibition notices issued on them

15% of light goods vehicles inspected had delayed prohibition notices issued on them

4% of the total number of heavy goods vehicles inspected had immediate prohibition notices issued on them

12% of heavy goods vehicles inspected had delayed prohibition notices issued on them.

3% of the total number of coaches inspected had immediate prohibition notices issued on them

9% of coaches inspected had delayed prohibition notices issues on them.

5.5   
The results of MOT tests on licensed private hire and hackney carriage vehicles are recorded at Appendix 2.   They show that in 2010/11 to date, 25% of vehicles failed to pass the mechanical test first time.  Out of a total of 1413 tests taken, 350 vehicles failed first time. 
5.6 This compares with the following percentages in:

2003/4
38%

2004/5
32%

2005/6
31%

2006/7
33%

2007/8
37%

2008/9
33%

2009/10
31.2%
5.7 Whilst this reduced failure rate is welcomed, Members should be aware that the joint working between Licensing Enforcement Officers, the West Yorkshire Police and the Vehicle Services Operators Agency (VOSA) will be reduced dramatically with effect from April 2011.  This is due to restructure proposals across West Yorkshire Police and VOSA. 
5.8     The reduction in joint operations will have a significant effect on the number of           sporadic safety inspections carried out on licensed vehicles.  This together      

      
with the proposed decrease in vehicle tests could impact on public safety.    
6.         Consultation
The request for a review of the existing policy was initiated by the private hire and hackney carriage trade.  No further consultation has taken place.  
7.
Financial Implications

The current fee charged by the Councils Mechanical Testing Centre in respect of a private hire vehicle or hackney carriage MOT test is £60.00.  The current VOSA MOT fee is £54.85, the additional £5.15 covers the cost of additional tests such as tinted windows, checking the internal and external areas of the vehicle for general wear and tear and admin charges.

8.
Corporate Implications
None which are apparent.

9.
Conclusion
The regulated testing of private hire vehicles and hackney carriages contributes significantly to the welfare and safety of the travelling public of Calderdale.  Members are asked to consider the report and determine whether the policy should be changed in line with the suggestions at 4.3.   Any proposed change to the existing policy will require approval of Council.  

Ann Wardle

Head of Customer Services and Communications

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS REPORT CONTACT:

Sarah Richardson, Registration and Licensing Services Manager, telephone Halifax 393043, 

DOCUMENTS USED IN THE PREPARATION OF THE REPORT:

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)Act 1976
DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AT:

Registration and Licensing Services, Westgate House, Westgate, Halifax, HX1 1PS.

Appendix 1

FRIDAY 25 JUNE 2010. (Night time operation:1800 until midnight)
32 licensed vehicles inspected
2 Immediate Prohibition Notices served by VOSA

· 1 for a broken drive shaft

· 1 for having no brake lights displayed and faulty anti braking system 

8 Delayed Prohibition Notices served by VOSA giving the proprietor seven days in which to rectify the fault(s). These faults range from items such as:

· Spilt gaiters

· ABS warning lights staying on dash

· Faulty handbrakes

· Faulty lights 

· Jagged parts on bodywork

· Illegal tyres

FRIDAY 6 AUGUST 2010. (Day time operation: 0930 to 1600 )
13 Licensed Vehicles Inspected
26 Immediate Prohibition Notices served by VOSA

· 2 for more than one illegal tyre on the vehicle

· 1 for short on rear lights causing brake lights and indicators to be flashing constantly.

· 1 for loose radio in vehicle with trailing wires in foot well and unsecured car battery in engine

· 1 for faulty rear doors not able to be opened from the outside of the vehicle.  Only able to be opened from the inside by the driver.

· 1 for broken drive shaft no brake fluid in reservoir

2 Delayed Prohibition Notices served by VOSA for minor defects 

FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 2010. (Night time operation: 1800 until midnight)

46 Licensed Vehicles Inspected
9 Immediate Prohibition Notices served by VOSA

· 1 for loose radio with trailing wires in foot well, no first aid kit or fire extinguisher 

· 1 for loose radio with trailing wires in foot well, two illegal tyres and no fire extinguisher

· 1 for faulty braking system and broken coil

· 1 for hydraulic leak on braking system, no rear lights and no o/s headlamp

· 1 for broken drive shaft and broken coil

· 1 for no working windscreen wipers, no driver side brake light and two illegal tyres

· 2 for faulty anti braking systems

· 1 for damaged bodywork with jagged edges, smashed front o/s headlamp and illegal tyre

27 Delayed Prohibition Notices served by VOSA

FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2010 (Night time operation 1800 until 0020)     

 48 licensed vehicles inspected
4 Immediate Prohibition Notices Issued 
· 1 for sliding doors on hackney carriage not able to be opened from outside of vehicle plus illegal tyre

· 1 for two illegal tyres, loose radio in foot well, no first aid kit or fire extinguisher, no insurance and ABS light stuck on dash  
· 1 with loose cam belt, jagged, damaged body work and no brake lights

· 1 with loose battery without engine mountings, bare wires from battery to radio in cab (using silver paper) and also two illegal tyres

28 Delayed Prohibition Notices Issued 
