
A consultation over proposals to close Castlefields Infant School and enlarge Longroyde Junior School to create an all through primary school. 

Castlefields Infant School
Field Top Road
Rastrick
Brighouse
HD6 3XB

Longroyde Junior School
Longroyde Road
Rastrick 
Brighouse
HD6 3AS

The closing date for consultation responses is Monday 9th November 2015

Consultation
The Local Authority is seeking your views on proposals to close Castlefields Infant School and to expand and change the age range at Longroyde Junior School to create an all through primary school.
This consultation document explains our reasons for the proposal and how the decision making process works.  Please read through this leaflet and let us have your views and comments on the consultation response form attached.
The closing date for consultation responses is Monday 9th November 2015.
Why are we proposing this change?
Castlefields Infant School and Longroyde Junior School currently operate on separate sites as two separate schools.  The schools have their own leadership team and governing body.  Pupils attending Castlefields Infant School do not automatically transfer to Longroyde Junior School, parents have to make an application for a Year 3 place at Longroyde or seek a place elsewhere.
There are many benefits to an all through primary school as opposed to having separate Infant and Junior Schools:
The disruption to children’s education when they transfer school at seven will be removed
The opportunity to establish a clear ethos and an agreed approach to learning and development which encompasses the wider age range
The opportunity to employ a more integrated approach to curriculum planning and assessment
The opportunity to develop and improve children’s key basic skills in a continuous and progressive way from Foundation Phase to the end of Key Stage 2
Give children regular opportunities to work with, or alongside, younger or older pupils, allowing them to put their own learning into context and develop important social skills.
Offer parents an opportunity for a longer quality relationship with the school
Support teachers’ professional development through increased opportunities to teach across a wider age range within the same school
Offer the headteacher and staff a wider range of facilities and existing resources to support the education of all pupils with an opportunity to use these more efficiently than when maintaining separate schools
Remove the need for separate admission and transfer arrangements at the end of Key Stage 1.
Arrangements
Any comments or views of this consultation will be presented to the Council’s Cabinet members.  Subject to Council Members approval, the next stage will be the publication of the proposal followed by a period for any formal objections to be raised.  Any decision to proceed with the proposal will not be made before this takes place.
How to respond to this Consultation
This consultation is open between Monday 21 September 2015 and Monday 9 November 2015.  You have until the deadline to submit your comments in writing, online or in person at a consultation meeting.  Once the consultation has completed, the feedback received will be included within a cabinet paper to be submitted to members of the Council for approval.
Online: You can comment on this consultation by visiting our website at www.calderdale.gov.uk
Post: you can complete the response form attached to this document or write a letter to:
The Commissioning Officer – Access and School Planning
Ground Floor
Northgate House
Northgate
HALIFAX
HX1 1UN
[bookmark: _GoBack]In person:  A meeting will be held at Castlefields at 4.30pm on Monday 5th October.  Representatives from the school and officers from the council will be present to answer questions and hear any views.  All interested persons are welcome to attend this meeting.
Email: please send your emails to cyps.admissions@calderdale.gov.uk
Please respond by Monday 9 November 2015 to ensure that your views are considered and included within the cabinet paper that will be put forward to the Council members.


Consultation Response: Proposal to close Castlefields Infant School and enlarge Longroyde Junior School

Please answer the following information to enable us to analyse the results of the consultation

	Please state if you are responding on behalf of an organisation
	Y / N

	If yes please state which organisation
	



	Are you a parent of a pupil currently attending Castlefields Infant School?
	Y / N



	Are you a parent of a pupil currently attending Longroyde Junior School?
	Y / N



	Are you a parent of a pupil attending another local school?
	Y / N

	If yes which school
	



	Are you a member of staff at Castlefields Infant School?
	Y / N



	Are you a member of staff at Longroyde Junior School?
	Y / N



	Are you a local resident?
	Y / N



Please tick the relevant box below if you support or oppose the proposal to close Castlefields Infant School and enlarge Longroyde Junior School

	Strongly support
	Support
	Neither support or oppose
	Oppose
	Strongly oppose
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	

	
	





Comments:

(Please use this space to record any information which you feel should be taken into account)































Please return this form to Commissioning Officer – Access and School Planning,
Northgate House, Northgate, Halifax, HX1 1UN or email cyps.admissions@calderdale.gov.uk by Monday 9 November 2015 to ensure that your views are considered and included within the cabinet paper that will be put forward to council members.
