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1 Context

The Development Srategy Team for Planning at Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council
hascommissioned thisreport to capture the fifth of ten creative consultationsin Calderdale
designed to explore the needs, aspirations and concerns of resdents in relation to
planning. This report concerns the exising and desred quality of life of resdents in

Todmorden.

The written results from this consultation are thematic® and indicative of resdent’s
experiences and aspirationsin Todmorden relating to planning. The report constitutes one

element of a broad evidence base with which to inform the LDFCore Srategy.

2 Methodology

The workshop drew on Creative Problem Solving and Productive Thinking frameworks to

promote active involvement and group decison-making from participants.

The workshop was framed within a ‘quality of life’ paradigm to encourage participantsto
reflect not just on planning issues but also on the real impacts of these issues on their lives
and communities. The aim in doing so was to produce insghts that have genuine

relevance to both participantsand the Planning Team.

The workshop wasdivided into four key areasof investigation:

- resdent’scurrent life/work context and impact on quality of life,

- aspirationsfor 20 yearshence moving into their next life stage,

- what that imagined future would look and feel like to live in,

- specific postive actions the Planning Department could take to realise these

aspirations.

The workshop concluded with a group discussion to further explore the themes and issues

raised.

3 Participation

A total of 19 residents took part in the workshop. Not all participants completed the
equalitiessheet therefore totalsbelow do not add up.

Alldescribed themselvesas ‘White’.

The age breakdown was: <25 =0; 25to 39 = 1; 40 to 59 = 10; 60+ = 3.

There were 6 malesand 8 females.

2described themselvesashaving a disability.

' Some highly specific suggestionswere made during the workshop and are outlined in detail in the
appendix of thisreport.
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4 Qverview

Participants are immensely proud of
where they live and value the town’s
heritage, community spirit and green
ethos. They regard Todmorden as a
place with a unique identity that
generates a strong sense of belonging
and attachment. Their aspirationsfor the
town are rooted in strengthening this
identity, supporting a local job market
and encouraging a thriving economy
through localtrade, small busnessesand

tourism.

Access to the canals, countryside, local food and good social and leisure facilities all
contribute to a sense of well-being and active participation in the town’s offer.
Architectural landmarks, industrial heritage and historic housing give the town a distinctive
look and feel whilst its historic statusasa bordertown hasgiven rise to itsunique character.
The Incredible Edible Initiative (IET) provides an ethical focus as well as

national/international recognition which generate a strong sense of pride.

Todmorden wants to become increasingly self-sufficient and develop a stronger identity
around sustainable living; achieved in part through embracing alternative energy

generation, reducing itscarbon footprint and trading in locally sourced goods.

The preservation of what
is perceived as a unique
community is also
important: ensuring that in
20 years time Todmorden
is a thriving centre for
employment, culture,
leisure and local trade. In
addition, they would like
investment in the town to
make it a more pleasing

and culturally active

environment.

Participants are hugely concerned about the possbility of developing Todmorden into a

principal town and all that comes with it: new builds on prized green sites, inadequate
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infrastructure to support a precipitated population increase (roads, services, jobs) and the
proliferation of supermarkets which would threaten the town’s local trade ecology and
undermine itsunique character. Participantsare also concerned about what they perceive
as inadequate building maintenance, limited conservation (of landmark buildings and
canalswalkways) and poor quality/inappropriate new builds, all of which threaten to dilute

the architectural and industrial heritage of the town.

There is a desre from participants for stronger self-determination in order to achieve
aspirations they believe are not well understood by the Council, and to minimise the

incidence of what they perceive asill-conceived and unsympathetic planning decisions.

Fom their perspective there istoo much top-down decision making from a Council that
doesn’'t understand the unique character and needsof the town. This makesresidents feel
marginalised and dissmpowered.
Participants want a stronger voice
in shaping the trade ecology of
Todmorden through support for
more independent busnesses,
investment in the market and the
shaping and delivery of a thriving
tourism offer — all of which in their
view would contribute to the
town’sregeneration in a way that
is both proportionate and

appropriate.
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5 Key Andings

5:1 Positive quality of life
Residentsin Todmorden place high value on the surrounding countryside, local trade, good
recreation and public facilities, a strong community spirit and the town’s architectural

heritage.

° Countryside

Participants enjoy the varied
countryside around Todmorden:
the hills, woodland, canals and
unspoiled moors, their wildlife
and ecology. With access to
the countryside come
opportunities that contribute to
an active lifestyle and sense of
well being: enjoying the views,
walking along the canal paths,
cycling, horse riding, bird
watching. The impacts are
described variously as
‘inspiration’, ‘calm’, ‘relaxation’,
‘pleasure’, ‘well-ness,
‘happiness, ‘peace’ together
with an associated sense of
privlege to live in such a

beautiful part of the world.

° Local trade
The market isregarded asthe ‘socio-economic hear of the town’ and is highly valued by
participants. Together with the local food movement it providesan opportunity for people
to buy and eat locally sourced food which in their view ismore sustainable and ethical. This
in itself providesa sense of pride in and a focusforthe town. In addition, the abundance of
regular, local independent traders in the market provides an important social space. It
encourages a sense of community by enabling participants to build relationships with

suppliersand meet friendsand neighboursthere.

° A strong community spirit
Participantsvalue theirexperience of Todmorden asa small, friendly, sociable town with an
interesting and diverse population. They attribute this in part to the abundance of social

opportunities (sport, clubs, leisure, culture) and initiatives which encourage people to
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participate, creating a strong community spirit. Participantstalked about feeling ‘at home’

in Todmorden and experiencing an associated sense of ‘belonging’.

° Good recreation and public facilities

Resdents value the good local facilities: Centre Vale Park, the library, leisure centre and
health centre, the primary schools and the Hippodrome, as well as the sports and social
clubsand good pubsand cafes. All these contribute to an active social and community

life that enhancesquality of life.

° Architectural heritage

Todmorden is regarded as having a unique heritage that brings with it landmark
architecture (Great Wall of Tod), historic buildings (Town Hall, Market Hall) and pleasing
housing (stone and Georgian homes). This creates a sense of heritage and pride in the

town.

° Good transport links

Participantsvalue the transport linksbetween Manchester and Leeds,
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5:2 Quality of life concerns
Participants shared some strong concerns, primarily around the built environment, local

trade, tourism and Council attitudestowardsTodmorden.

° The built environment
Participants  are seriously

concerned about existing and

planned housing
development, inadequate
care of the town’s

architectural heritage and
poor maintenance of public

realm stesand buildings.

Their most significant concern
is the proposal to develop
Todmorden into a principal
town which they understand
would result in a 20% increase
in housing. They are worried
about the lack of suitable land
for these new builds, the threat
of new builds on green sites,
the possbility of more
supermarkets to service the

increased population and the

impact of that on local trade,
together with the impact of an increased population on the town’sinfrastructure and the

environment.

“Where would you put supermarkets because warehousing is one of the biggest problemsin
Todmorden?”

“The West Yorkshire Plan says our main roads are reaching saturation in 2001 so we couldn’t possibly
support thiseconomic and housing development. We are confined to narrow valleys.”

“l really don’t think it should be a principal town. I think it came about because the Town Council
asked for it because they thought we were ignored by Calderdale and so their response to that was
to make usa principal town. But in planning termsthat means 20% more housing and | don’t think
that'swhat the Town Council wasreally asking for. They were just asking for recognition.”

“We've been targeted with two more supermarket applications because they've seen thisplan.”

In their view, current new buildsare poorly designed, not in keeping with the town, and do

not provide affordable housing. In addition, participantshave observed an increasing and
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worrying trend of individuals buying up homesfor private rentalsand not maintaining them

properly, eroding the image of the town.

Poor building conservation and the demolition of historic buildings have angered
participants, for example, the demolition of the Abraham Omerod building to make way
for a supermarket car park, despite petitions against this from the public and a number of
national heritage organisations. In their view, acts like this undermine the architectural
heritage of the town, and with that community pride, local history and the potential for
tourism.

“It's outrageous that you can demolish a building of such historic significance (Abraham Omerod)
just like that because it'slooking derelict. How did it get derelict in the first place?”

“The Council hasthe power to make the owner of a building keep itin good order and that was never
enforced on that building. Why?”

“It'snot about making us a principal town but looking at what isworth keeping. Let’stalk about
economic development —and our economic potential liesin our heritage ... It'sthe Council’sjob to
help usand empower us.”

In addition, participants feel very strongly about what they regard aspoor maintenance of
buildingsin the public realm: the Market Hall and Town Hall, the local High School building,
the proliferation of derelict stes and buildings, the canal routes and paths. Together with
inadequate street cleansing and refuse collection, participants believe thiscreatesa poor

image of the town for residentsand visitors.

° Local trade

Participants are very much against the building of more supermarketsin the town. In their
view this will have a devastating impact on local trade which they consider vital to their
community, their quality of life and being able to live their values. Other concernsinclude
the closure of local pubs, the impact of high rentson small tradersand stall holders and a
perceived lack of investment in the market which they perceived as the ‘heart’ of the

market town.

° Tourism
Participantsbelieve Todmorden could become a thriving tourist destination and worry they
may have been pre-empted by Hebden Bridge. They are concerned that the failure to
develop and properly maintain the canals and walkways, the threat of becoming a
principle town and the threat of building on green stes could all ultimately undermine
Todmorden’sviability asan attractive tourist destination.

“We have got a very important railway and a very important canal in Todmorden and there is

absolutely no recognition —no museum, no exhibition about them and thisisa shame because thisis
the basis of our tourism.”

“The canal isone of our most neglected assets.”
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° Council attitudestowards Todmorden
Underpinning all their concerns was a commonly held perception that the Council does

not understand, listen to orrespond to the people of Todmorden.

They believe Todmorden hasa unique voice and a distinct identity which the Council does
not appreciate resulting in poor planning decisons. Furthermore, based on their
experience of resident’s wishes not being taken into account (for example in relation to
building supermarkets and the demolition of the Abraham Ormerod building), they are
cynical about the value of Council consultations which they described as’lip service’. The
impact of these perceptions and experiences are manifold; from anger, stress and
frustration to a sense of disempowerment, feeling undervalued and forgotten. This has
ultimately led to shrinking aspirations and subsequent apathy in trying to make things

happen. The strength of feeling in thiselement of the discussion ran high.

“We won’'t get a great deal of support from Halifax because there isno understanding.”

“There isa lot of apathy about Calderdale Council and there is a sense of disenfranchisement, that
the Town Council is pointless, that people have joined it and failed ... and people have given up.”

“When you've got a fantastic initiative like Incredible Edible being quashed by Council planning
decision what doesthat do for our community spirit and wanting to getinvolved?”

“We want to be recognised. Just that. Give usthe voice that we have and enable usto fulfil the visions
that we have like pointing out our heritage because that is the sustainability of thistown. If all the little
initiatives and all the little dreamsthat are here are enabled, if we have the support, then this town
would become a booming town with lots of things why people would come.”

“We have to be enabled and empowered.”
“We’'ve had discussions like this for the past 10 years with the Council and nothing haschanged ... no
money hasbeen spent on the market except for a feasibility study which would have been better

spent mending the roof ... it'snot apathy, it'sdespair.”

“The squeakiest wheel gets all the oil and that's Hebden Bridge. They’'ve got no big supermarkets
there.”
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° Community and facilities

There are concemsabout the lack of a community centre, threatsto the library and other
servicesand the perceived underinvestment in cultural spacesand cultural enterprise. The
impact on their livesis the potential erosion of community and increased travel to access

those facilitieselsewhere.

° Roadsand transport

Congestion isan issue; one they believe willbe exacerbated by the naturalincrease in car
usage and the precipitated traffic increase that would follow more urban development.
Rail transport is also a concern because whilst there are good links to Manchester and
Leedsthere are poor linksto Burnley, Huddersfield and Blackpool. For those who commute,
there are also issuesaround overcrowded trainsand frequent delaysin service which lead
to stressful journeys. In addition the Transpennine trainsstop too early to accesscultural and

social eventsfrom townsalong the route.

° The environment

The environment and sustainable living are important to participants who believe there is
inadequate support for local, alternative energy generation optionsin the town. The fact
that the floodgates are not controlled in Todmorden isa worry, and there is resistance to

wind farmswhich participantsregard asan inefficient source of energy generation.

° Education, employment and young people.
Participants are worried about the lack of provison and opportunity for young people

which they believe givesrise to anti-social behaviourand an unsafe environment.

5:3 Community Aspirations

Residentsthemed their key aspirationsinto 8 core headings. When invited to vote on which
they believed were the most important the results, in descending order, were:
- A lovely sustainable town

- Localdemocracy

- Good cultural stimulus, environment and leisure

- Lovely community to live in

- Successful local businesses

- Nationally recognised / Tourism

- Good local schools

- Decent housing

All the findingsare in the appendix. Thissection only includesareasthat relate to planning.

° A lovely sustainable town
Participantswant to introduce sustainable energy generation through hydro electricity and
the incluson of solar panelsin all new builds. They want to move towards increasing self

sufficiency by encouraging people to shop local — for example by further investing in the
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IET movement. They would like to reduce the carbon footprint of the town and have

tangible, visble evidence of ethical living instigated through planning, forexample:
“Wouldn'tit be nice if the seswage bedswere cleaned by reed bedsthat we could picnic besides?”

“l wish the Halifax Road site will be a beautiful place with growing areas, a community site, a green
hotel with a turf roof and goats grazing on it.”

“The Council could change planning permission so every new build would have to have solar panels
—or perhapsnew schoolstoo —and it could feed into a grid for the town...so the community at large
benefit from it.”

“We can ask the Council to change planning regulations such asgreen loosin new schools —that will
putuson the map. A town where all official buildings have green loos forexample.”

“Why aren’t we seeing a load of straw baled houses which have a zero carbon footprint?”
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° Localdemocracy

Participants would like greater independence from the Council and increased self
governance. They would like to see local decisions made by local people, or at the very
least, have a veto on Council decisons. In addition, they would like the Council to
proactively engage with resdentsin order to better understand their concerns, aspirations

and values.

° Good cultural stimulus, environment and leisure

Participants want a more pleasng town environment. Examples include the
pedestrianisation of an area from the Town Hall up to the cinema building, a green space
in town (Bamsche Square), a marina development on Halifax Road and pleasant placesin

town to sit.

They also want an enhanced cultural and leisure offer: a cultural and music venue, the
development of the Town Hall into a cultural centre, recreation facilities for the elderly, an
artist’s quarter, a venue for large events, and more large scale events like the Agricultural
Show.

° Lovely community to live in

Participantswant the town’s strong community spirit to flourish. They want better and more
community facilities such as a community centre that offers a range of activities and
opportunities for the generationsto integrate. They want to retain community pride in the
town through clean streets, refurbished derelict sites, green spacesand tree planting. They
want a community where people can grow old and live safely and sociably, in affordable

housing, feeling fully integrated and involved.

° Successful local businesses

Participantswant to see local trade encouraged and flourishing. They want vacant shops
filed and an increase in the number and variety of local independent traders. They want
rents to be reviewed to better support business start ups and investment in the tourism
industry. In their view, this would bring prosperity, quality of life and employment

opportunitiesforallages.

° Nationally recognised / Tourism

Participantshave aspirationsfor Todmorden to become a national and international tourist
destination. Its combined industrial, architectural and leisure appeal (e.g. canals, the
Pennine and Calderdale Ways) together with a growing reputation as a ‘green town’
provides a highly differentiated tourist offer nationally, with broad appeal to a number of
interest groups: green tourism, active holidays (mountain biking, walking, horse riding) and

heritage.

In order to achieve the town’s potential as a viable tourist destination, participants want

Todmorden’s architecture conserved, the canals and towpaths well maintained and
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developed and accessble green walks for pushchairs and wheelchairs. They also wish for
hotel and conference facilities, a museum and art gallery dedicated to the town’sunique

heritage/culture and a marina-shop-leisure offer on Halifax Road.
“Todmorden could really exploit this ‘Cradle of the Industrial Revolution’ theme as a tourist attraction.”

“We have an opportunity to have an open aspect to the canal and that one site isan opportunity to
create an open and public right of way to that canal and that's something that could address our
history.”

“What isrelevant iswhat can make this place special ... we can be a forerunner in trying things out.
That would make our reputation.”

° Transport links
Participants want improved rail provison: more trains, late night trains and better
connections. They want the Council to addresstraffic by finding an alternative to the A646
(the Burnley Loop or bypass system), adopting unadopted roads and introducing a free
bike scheme. They also want an improved bus service to reduce road congestion and

connect outlying residential areas.

° Decent housing
Participantswant to see more affordable and accessble social housing, housing provision

that isappropriate to localneed and improved design standardsand quality of new builds.

° Endgame

It ishugely important to participantsthat they are able to live sustainably and ethically, and
retain their unigue community and historical identity. If achieved, the personal and
community impacts would be increased pride in the town, a sense of community
achievement and empowerment and a better town for residents and visitors. They also

want to put Todmorden on the map.
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5:4 Suggested Positive Actions

What follows are the specific steps or actions points suggested by workshop participants

that they believe Calderdale Council needs to implement in order to realise their

aspirations. They are not weighted in any way and have been grouped forease of use —a

fulldetailed copy of allsuggestionscan be found in the appendix.

J Facilitiesand services for community and tourists
KEEP ADD
Centre Vale Park Community centresand support
Park tidy High School
FortsCentre facility Cinema
The public realm clean Marina
Library Art Gallery

Support forlocal community groups

Historical/Industrial Museum
Marina/mixed use development area
Add to orenhance cultural centres
More tourism

Hoteland conference facilities
Green tourism

Add to orenhance cultural centres

More funding forcommunity and community
schemespeople

Central community facility —betteruse of the Town
Hall

Dog fouling and litter

Burnley loop
LOSH STOP CHANGE
Charging for parking Attitude to tourism
Hy tipping Civic attitude among citizens—pride in gardensetc

Railway link to allow better flow of transport

o Trade and Industry

KEEP

ADD

The market viable for stall holders
Keep and support IET

Localfood production

More facilitiesforlocalindustry and enterprise on a
small scale

Employment to retain young people

Small affordable industrial unitsbuilt in character

Localtrade
Add significant encouragement/incentivesforlocal
small businessesre. lower start-up busnessrates
More opportunitiesforemployersin manufacturing
Employment sites, industry and sustainable growth
LOSH STOP CHANGE

Proposal for Sainsburies
Decay of Market Hall
Big supermarkets

Planning permisson for more supermarkets

Supermarkets

Change planning approach and decison making
processon supermarketsto support local retalil
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Development

KEEP

ADD

Ste adjacent to Health Centre for Marina
development

Old buildings
Housing and population the same

Green fields

Take enforcement action on Section 215 to tidy and
improve ugly buildings

Adopt an urban design policy and stick to it

LOSE/ STOP

CHANGE

Drift into poor quality housing

Property ownerswho let property fall into disrepair

Utilise more spare land
Demolish Cinderhill Mill —landscape empty sites

The building currently housing the Post Office
demolished and replaced with a building with
character

People’snegative attitudesto any developmentsor
changesto the town

Central Post Office building complex

Planning policy on supermarketsand large trade
outlets

Old Millsinto modermn industrial units

Green Living

KEEP

ADD

Recycling policy

Green industry
Green energy generation

Local community schemesto extract hydro-
electricity from surrounding waterwaysand give co-
operative ownership to local investors

LOSE CHANGE

Wind farms Use hydro
Make recycling more efficient
Reliance on cartransport

Council

KEEP ADD
An opportunity foremployment and
decentralisation of Counciljobsto Todmorden
Apply foravailable funding to regenerate the town
Encourage investment in the town by being pro-
active, not reactive

LOSE CHANGE

Policy of ignoring localpeople
Yourruleson top-down decison making
Council'sattitude on what people say

Profile of Tod —nationaland international
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APPENDIX: RAW DATA

1 What residents love about their area

Countryside

Local trade & market

Community

The canalisa wonderful asset
Sectacularviewsfrom my house
Closenessof the countryside to town
Easy accessto the countrysde

The viewsof dramatic hills

Nice scenery

| like how green the area is

llove being able to go forwalks
There are nice placesto walk

Being in the country with easy accessto
the city

llove the green and the countryside
around the town

I love the viewsof the hills

Wooded valley sides

Rochdale Canal

Canal Walkway

The beautiful countryside and views
Hillson doorstep forwalking and cycling
Pocketsof green space

Small paths, quiet walkwaysand easy
routesto the hills

Gloriousviews

The countryside

Wildlife and ecology
llove the area forwalking
Lotsof trees

I love the walking opportunitieswhich
are in every direction

Good bridleways

Unspoiled moor

Birdsin ourgarden

Area good forcycling

The agricultural show
Soodley Pike

Easy accessto countryside
Endlesspathsand bridleways

Ilove living on a south facing hillsde
with views

Three valleys

Canal

GaddingsDam

The _g_eneral environment —rugged and
inspiring

Great parksand open spaces

Regional food supply
The flea market

The mix of agriculture, industry and
local retailing

Ilove Makepiece —the clothesthey
design and make from localwool

The market and local food and
suppliers

Localfoods

Ilove that Ican buy all I need from
Todmorden

Grandma Pollards(even though it's
in Walsden)

Range of shops, marketsand cafes

Ilove the local food supplied and
market

Ilove the market and local food
available

The Todmorden Market
Good market
Ilove The Bear Wholefoods Shop

Ilove Todmorden Market where we
shop every Saturday for meat,
cheese and veg

Localfood supply

| love our market

The market

Great stalls, local food

The wonderful meat available in the
market

The Bear

Ilove the market —local food
available and meeting place

Sense of community
Fiendly people

Settled population, lots
of families

Pleasant people
Ilove the people
Localpeople are friendly

llove the sense of
community amongst the
people

Supportive local
community

Neighboursand friends
Localsand openness

llove the greater sense
of community than other
areas

llove the mix of people
in Todmorden

Ilove the maverick
characterof the local
inhabitants

Interesting people
Ilove the community
spirit

Fiendly and diverse
community

Community spirit
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Walking, cycling
Leisure opportunity

Beautiful scenery

walk away

built on

The countryside ison the doorstep —a

The rural nature of the town

Moorsand green spacesthat can’tbe

Horse riding, mountain biking

The axolotlin the
park

llove the
conservatory with
the finchesflying
around

Excellent park

Tod parkisa
wonderful
municipal park

Centre Vale Park
Tod Park

Centre Vale Park —

Felden Wharf
The Market
Living in a
Georgian house
The Town
Great Wall of Tod

The Great Wall of
Tod

Ilove the viaduct
and other
landmark
architecture

with the clubsand park
Good doctorsfacilities

Many of the facilities—
parks, librariesetc

Good library service

Easy accessto Hebden
Bridge Picture House

The leisure centre
The Hippodrome

Safe busstation and
well lit own centre

Decent sportsfacilities

Park Historic Buildings | Recreation & Bvents Clubs
Facilities

Centre Vale Park — | Historic buildings Ilove bringing up my Community Ilove Tai Chi

best park for miles and heritage child here —particularly events here

I love the show
every year

Agricultural
show

Todmorden
Show in June

Tod in Boom’s
effortsmake
Tod beautiful

The camivalis
a treat

The agricultural
show —

Three cricket
clubs

Cricket clubs,
socialgroups

llove that we
have a
community bee
group

Central and very
welcoming
churches—
Methodist,
Christian, inter-
faith groups

centre
Local history

The cobblesalong
Water Sreet

The tourism
opportunities

Todmorden

Incredible Edible’s
herb garden (use
them a lot)

LET. isa fantastic
initiative

The new ideas
springing up
Community

development:
LET., OAKetc

The ‘Bare arts —great
pub

The Bare Arts—best
drinking establishment
in Tod

The Saff of Life, they
cook wonderful food

Localcafessell
homemade cakes

Nice placesto eat/drink

Beermade in
Todmorden and served
in a pink pub —Bare Arts

Localpubsand support
forlocalbands

wonderful views :—:ic;\::)eotdhrime Good play spacesfor ::)r:;rgl%"ecj
Park and leisure The Town Hall children
centre Good variety of sports
The park, featuring Toc_Jmorder) has activities_clubsfor
the reptile house unique heritage young children and
. teenagersfootball,
Sone b_ul'lld |n?]s cricket, gym club, pool,
f:elesgig';‘)yw en sportscentre
Good football, rugb
Tod market and cricket clubsgforyup
Architecture of old | to 18yrolds
buildings
Tourism potential | Local initiatives Pubs & cafes Schools Community
&transport links
Tourist information Incredible Edible Saff of Life Good Junior Good rail links

and Infants
school

The primary
schoolsare
brilliant

Good range
of schools

Good motorway
connections

Good rail inks East
and West

Transport links
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Associated positive impacts

Countryside & leisure

Belonging & well being

The viewsand green countryside give me balance
from my time in buildings

Exercise —walking, cycling

The countryside isinspiring —great views should not
be taken forgranted

Exercise outdoors
Good feeling while walking my dog

Parksand clubshave enabled me to encourage
fitnessin myself and child

I enjoy the calm I get from walking locally

Leisure centre —accessto facilitiesimprove health
Opportunitiesto participate in sport

A healthy lifestyle —walking and local food
Watching the birdsisrelaxing

lam 10 minutesfrom Tod and the countryside —
both are pleasant walks

The rugged environment createsa general feeling
of good health

The treesaround the hillsde inspire me and help me
to become calm

Clean air, pleasurable walking and space ishealthy
—Ifeelwell here

It hasencouraged my daughterto appreciate her
surroundings

The great outdoorsand scenery make me relax
from a busy week

I find the contrastsin the countryside make me
happy

Nice viewsfrom my house of the hillsde

The hills-to get away from it all, time on my own to
relax and reflect

Accessble hilsdesgive me peace
Somewhere to unwind and walk aftera day at work
Viewsand countryside are relaxing and invigorating

Accessto open spaces—good forwalking, horse
riding, cycling = better health

Opportunitiesfor exercise in the open airkeep me
fit and healthy

Todmorden issurrounded by spectacular views
which calm and soothe

The walking enablesme to get healthy exercise
and fresh air

Living halfway up the valley islight and airy with
beautiful views makesyou feelgood

| feel privileged to live in such a lovely area
Ican relax when walking in the countryside

The great outdoorsand scenery make me relax
from a busy week

Recharge my batteries

The changing seasonsand viewsaround Tod make
me feelhappy

Sense of privilege living here
Feelhome

A feeling of home

Make new friends

Feelpart of a community
Laugh

The great sense of community makesme feel
welcome although Iam not English

Be inspired

Enjoy the social aspect of friendly local shopping at
the market

Welcome and supportive nature of ‘streets and
terraced housing encouragesfriendlinessand
community spirit

Enjoy seeing friendsin pubs

Content

A sense of wellbeing

Small knit community —safe and belonging
I enjoy social interaction in the market

Meeting people | know when Igo out in Tod makes
me feelat home

Lower stresslevels (walking and friends)
Itempowersme

The friendly and diverse community makesit a
place you wantto be

Ifeellbelong here and Ihope Ishalldie here

Community spirit in the town makesme feel |
belong

Good neighboursgive a sense of belonging
Small knit community = sense of belonging

Good feeling at the end of my working day to
come home to Todmorden

Like meeting people in the market at weekend —
work out of Tod

Good feeling to socialise with other Toddies

Community spirit encouragesparticipation in local
activitiesand a sense of belonging

Makesme want to get up in the moming

Small nature of the town encourageswalking into
town centre and meeting people on the way

So few people live here that it ismore pleasant than
living in a city. People are more sociable.

Plenty of opportunity to meet new people with the
range of cultural and sporting groups

Welcoming and supportive groupsin the
community, good for social inclusion

Talking to localtradersmakesshopping a pleasure
Enjoy seeing friendsin pubs

Local people contribute to the town and help
others—all the clubs/churchegdtheatre etc are run
by volunteers. Thismakesme feel proud.
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Tod

A sense of belonging

An active social life

Good local community and neighbourhoods=
lowercrime

Impressed by the numberof clubsand groupsin

Supportive environment formy children hashelped
me be a positive strong parent

History, Heritage &
Culture

Food & Drink

Environment &
Sustainability

Local pride

Hippodrome Theatre and
other cultural offersmake
me stay in Tod in the
eveningsratherthan
going to Manchester

Asa creative person |
value the cultural heart of
the town —the historic
buildings, panoramic
views, galleriesand local
artists

Localgalleriesgive
chance to enjoy local
artists

Leam new exciting stuff

Localarchitecture has
inspired me to learn to
dressand carve stone

Town isbecoming more
wellknown to outsiders

The library —Icouldn’t
manage without this -
accessto books, DVDsat
no/low cost

The local history
reconnectsme with the
radical past

The agricultural show
givesthe place a timeless
sense of tradition. It's
comforting and
stimulating

History and heritage
makesyou take pride in
yourown town

The Bare Artsletsuswind
down at the weekend

I enjoy good food Ibuy
locally —betterthan you can
buy in any city

The market enablesme to
build nice relationshipswith
food suppliers

The herb garden enable usto
cookwelland see food
produced

The Incredible Edible Initiative
hasgiven a new sense of
pride and direction to the
town

Local food suppliersmake
me feelcontent and happy
that lam not destroying the
planet through my eating
habits

The marketsprovide the
socio-economic heart of the
town

Market and local shopsgive
betterchance to buy local

Feellcan live a
more sustainable
life

Benefiting the
environment —
low carbon
footprint

South facing
hillside helpsme
live sustainably

It enablesme to
be pro-active

Proud to live in Tod

Telling people outside
of Tod how wonderful it
is

Makesme like to tell
people about where |
live

Resident’'sconcerns about their area

farmsto moorland

Too much derelict
land, too many
people object to
any proposalsto
improve town

Many examplesof
old and unused
buildingsneed
bringing into use

historic buildings

Not enough social
housing or

affordable houses
foryoung people

Several major
buildingsand sites
redundant and
scruffy

Lack of

refurbishment of
current housing in
the town

Too many
unsuitable flats
being built

New buildingsare

very poorly
designed

‘Toy town’ style of

Calderdale that
Tod isat the end of
the valley and to
be forgotten
about

Lack of clear
strategy to new
development —it is
a random
approach

Seemingly

Maintenance of | Built Housing Politics Shops, pubs &
environment & environment supermarkets
waste disposal

Threat of wind Demolition of We need good Attitude of Shop signsare not

controlled —too
much clutter

Golden Lionisa
great location but
isn’t well run

Only a few nice
pubs

The market is
underthreat
(supermarket)
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Too many vacant
and run down sites

Lack of proactive
action to tackle
untidy stes

Derelict sites:
Cinderhill,
Sannard, DCR
Sreet

Poor maintenance
of canalroutes
(lack of dog waste
bins)

Dog messon
canal - Yuck!

No enforcement of
existing dog
fouling laws

Clearing up of
Autumn leavesleft
fartoo long

Dog dirt on
pavement

Litter — street
cleaning

Not happy about
dog poo on canal

Wheelie bins

Poor maintenance
of graveyardsin

central postions—
lack of volunteers

Dog fouling and
litterispoor

Big dog fouling
problem

Dirty streets

Badly lit areas
around the station
—unsafe

Lack of
maintenance of
public realm

The poor
maintenance of
pathsand lack of
interest in
adopting roads

Mucky pavements

Switch waste
disposal —against
people’sconcermns

Refuse collection
gone backwards
Ican’'t go to the
tip in my van
without getting a
permit from Halifax

appreciation of
local history by
planners

Lack of concern or
interest in historic
building in
conservation area
(2aboutto be
demolished)

Town Centre Post
Office building too
70s style —demolish
it

Lotsof derelict
land and buildings

Lack of treesand
landscaping on
new development
housing

Removal of Town
Hall scaffolding —
soon

Great old building
poorly maintained

Demolition of
some important
buildingsin the
town

Planning ignore
listed statusfor
expediency

Local viewson
planning are
ignored

Our high school
should be built as
promised 8 years
ago

Use of building
materialsin
keeping with the
area —stone

Lack of planning
concern for
Todmorden’s
Conservation Area

Destruction of
historic buildings

Lack of
consultation with
local residents
regarding curb
lowering on
resdential streets

New buildingson
green fieldswhen
millsare being
demolished that
could have been
used for houses

Todmorden could
easly be spoiled
by misguided
planning

The new health

new buildings—
ugly

Poor maintenance
of some housing
by private rental
owners

People renting on
benefits, no
encouragement to
integrate into
social housing

Need a review of
affordable rural
housing

Many examplesof
poordesign of
dwellings

Tod isvulnerable
to speculative
builders

Huge need for
affordable social
housing

Badly designed
new
developments
demonstrating
weak and
unambitious
planning dept

New housesbeing
put up with little
concern for
infrastructure

Massive buy up of
terraced housng
by private rentals—
these are poorly
maintained

New housng is
designed to hide
behind tallwalls—
not integrated

inconsistent
interpretation of
policies

Councildoesnot
listen to the
people of

Todmorden’sviews

Not happy that
paedophilesare
being rehoused
here

Council listensbut
doesn’'t change its
viewsoractions

Poor supervision of
planning
transgressionsin
the town

Poorenforcement
regime

LDFproposalto
increase new
housing by 20%

Not being listened
to

Council'slack of
understanding of
the nature of
community

How much money
the Councilwastes
on these planning

‘consaultations

Politics without
community input

Consultations
often lip service to
muzzle local
opposition
schemes

Calderdale really
doesseem to end
at Hebden Bridge

More local control
in decisions
affecting the town
How little notice
the Council takes

of localviewson
planning

No democracy

A lack of voice

Lack of retalil
strategy for the
uppervalley

Ratesfor
businessesare too
high, it destroys
busnessesand is
why shopsopen
then shut down in
18 monthsto 2
years

Too many roller
shutterson shops

Need to
encourage a
sensible night time
economy

Marketsmid-week
are not full of stalls

Over-priced sall
rates—need to
encourage small
businesses

Lack of invesment
in the market

Better support for
market and small
shops

Failure to realise
value of local
retailers

More

encouragement
for small shopsin
the centre of Tod

Better use of
market in evenings
—alwayslit up

The Factory Shop —
it'srubbish

Tod islikely to
become
supermarket alley

Too many
supermarkets

Influx of
supermarkets

Not happy that
new supermarkets
are trying to
muscle theirway in

Another
supermarketisa
huge concern

Supermarketswill
kill the market

I'm concermned
that supermarkets
will flood the town
and we’'ll have five
stores

I'm concermned
there’llbe no
adequate parking
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centre isa waste
of money —it'stoo
lavish

Pub s shutting
down

Not enough nice

welcoming pubs

forcarscoming
into supermarkets

New supermarkets

community asset

Not recognising
community pride

Very elderly
people don't get
enough support
from the town e.g.
old people’s
homes

Too many people
criticise events
held foryoung
people e.g.
Todfest

Not enough co-
ordination
between local
community groups

No community
centre

Threat to
Todmorden library

Lossof servicesin
Tod

Cut backsto fire,
ambulance,
police

Busfaresare
ridiculously high

Cost foruse of
public toilets, one
and only!

Destruction of
further education
opportunitiesin
Community College

Need to develop
adult education
facilities

Not enough evening
classesforadults

Need a new school
at Saitcliffe

Poorsecondary
school-Todmorden
High (quality of
building and
education)

Delaysto renovation
of Todmorden High
Shool

Shocking buildings
at Tod High

Poor quality of Tod
High School building

Need more
employment
opportunities—not
just service or
supermarket jobs

Not enough work
opportunities

Too many dead-legs
hanging about —
boozng, spitting etc

Poor maintenance
of scruffy canal
banks

Too many end-of-
road boozers
(pubs)

Lack ofclear
information on
local offerings

LDFproposal to
become a
principal town

No realinvestment
in tourism in Tod

Tourism
Information Office
should be actively
promoting the
town

No decent hotel

Failure to develop
the asset of the
canal

Lack of use of
canaland view as
an asset-no
activity except
paths

No good hotelsfor
conference
facilities

No input into local
tourism

Community & Education & Tourism Young people Roads &
facilities Employment transport
Make betteruse Underuse of Tod Threatsto green Feral youth in Poorroad link to
of Town Hall - College field stes some areasof Halifax

should be a town

More facilitiesto
dealwith ASBfor
young people 16 —
25

Need facilitiesfor
young people’s
needs

Young people
should be
involved in
decison making

Lack of facilities
foryoung people

Shortage of
opportunitiesfor
schoolleavers

No supported
housing foryoung
people orpeople
with mental health
issuesin the town

Lack of
opportunity for
teenagers—
related to
education/ FE

Travelling down
the valley —routes
out and into
Todmorden are
very congested

Lack of co-
ordination
between
highwaysand
utilitiescreates
havoc on valley
roads

Traffic congestion
on A646 and
AB033

Trainsstopping too
early in the
evenings

Trainsused to stop
at Walsden which
made travelling
easer—but no
longer

Transport needsto
be more
affordable

Poortrain lines
and very
crammed and
delayed trainsto
Leedsand
Manchester

I'm concerned

the roadswill not
be adequate for
the influx of traffic

by cash points

controlled locally

Town centre night | gyortage of Lack of investment
club needsmore | employment in canal—a major Lack of traffic
controlattumout | gpportunities asset calming on ‘rat
time ) . runs
High proportion of
unemployed/highest
proportion of
disabled people in
Calderdale —how
are these groups
being assisted
More small unitsfor
cottage industries
Sustainable Parking Hooding Culture
energy
Wind farms People double parking on sides Automatic flood Lack of cinema —arts
of roadsordouble yellow lines alleviation that is events, thingsto
No support of

engage youth
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local generation Cost of parking in Tod town Hood controlsin Centre No investment in
of energy centre Vale Parkto be cultural industries from
. . maintained locally county or Calderdale
No support for Paid parking in Tod town centre
alternative —free parking fortwo hours Hooding is gill an issue
energies would be better
Key holder for
Too much focuson needing floodgatesto live in Tod
more parking and not enough —not down the valley
on walking
More parking needed for
shopping/library/leisure
4 Associated negative impacts

Democracy, involvement in
planning, running town

Shops & Town Centre

Transport

Powerless
Fustrated
Undervalued

Worried about top down
decisons

Worried about Halifax imposed
decisonson Tod and quality of
life

Tod the forgotten town —all
attention given to Hebden
Bridge

Council not following up what
they say makesme frustrated

The place isn't prosperous
enough

We don’t feelwe have a voice

Decisionstaken at Halifax isa
cause of angerand despair

Due to not being consulted this
made me feellike I wanted to
move away

No more quangosplease

What do Halifax Councillorsreally
know about Todmorden

Fustrated that democracyisa
sham

Give powerto the localpeople

If Todmorden isspoiled I will
leave

Not being listened to makesme
angry and affectsmy health

Want to move elsewhere

Concemed about centralised
decisonsthat don’t take local
opinionsinto account

Worry forlocal tradeswith
the building of new
supermarkets

Decison about supermarkets
—degite localopposition —is
disesmpowering

If Tod becomesa
supermarket town and our
localtrade disappears!|will
look to move elsewhere

Worried about too many
supermarketsdestroying
local shops

Ivalue the food stallson the
market and worry the
supermarketswill kill this off

Worrying about supermarkets
being built —concemsme for
the future of my child and
local food supplies

Deeply resent lavish support
of Hebden Bridge and poor
support of Todmorden

Concern that if supermarkets
take overthen it will killlocal

food movement which isthe

future of an unstable world

Lack of retail strategy
threatensthe heart of our
market town

Too much time issent commuting —
rush hour now startsat 7.30am

No Todmorden Curve —Iwork in
Blackbum

Last train from Manchesteris10.40 —
too early to go to events

Raildelaysand general horrible
service makesstaying here unviable

Too few carriageson trainsmakesthe
rush hour commute difficult

Trainsstopping to early, stopping visits
to Square Chapel, Theatre etc. Not
possble without a car.

Commuting in/out of Todmorden is
VERY gressful especially coming
through Hebden Bridge and their
‘wonderful' traffic calming system

Long hourscommuting out of town for
job meanslican’'t accesslocal shops
midweek

Concemed about older, frailer
vulnerable people and lack of
transport facilities

Lack of good transport linksto Burnley,
Blackpool, Huddersfield necessitating
cartravel

Have you tried driving to Halifax lately
in the morming?

Disabled accessin town and at station
very poor

Commuting to Manchesterevery day
is stressful and often frustrating

Can’t getto work by train. would
have to go to Hebden Bridge —this
would take 2 hours

The transport system for Halifax isnot
inclusive —left out Tod, feel vulnerable

Quality of life

Planning

Community Facilities

Worrying about losing green
spacesmakesme very
concerned about quality of
life

Big cultural offerin Hebden
Bridge makesme jealousof

Vacant and run down sites
give town a bad image
and perceptions

No co-ordinated vision for
the town centre

Very concemed about the lossof the
community centre —wasa good place for
men to meet

Lack of cultural heritage i.e.a museum and
art gallery
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not living there
I fear lwill lose quality of life

Ireally do not enjoy riding
through dog muck on my
bike on canalbank

Lotsof talk but no serious
attempt to do anything
about dog fouling

Feelingsofangerand
frustration at state of
footpaths

Lack of maintenance makes

The unstable nature of the
countryside, hillsdesare
not taken into account
when authorising buildings
and planning

New housing doesn’t fit in
and makes it feel like a
nondescript place —
depressing

Calderdale doesn’t follow
through -knock down
buildingson Halifax Rd and
Rose S and leave behind
derelict stes

There may not be a reason forour children to
stay in Todmorden

I'm worried about losing local facilities like
the library/market aslenterretirement and
having to rely on driving out of town

Lossof community givesreason to leave

Pubsclosing —be lost forever. Community
could become closed off —a concern to my
future

Café facilitiesat rail sation —none at present

Cheaperalcohol from supermarketsdestroys
local pubswhich are overtaxed

the place look scruffy and
uncared for

No paddling facilitiesin the park

What a shamblesthe town centre Post
Office looks like to visitors (first impression)

Fountain in the park should be put backin
working order

Young people, jobless, drunks

Hooding

Education

Boozing men make me feel
unsafe at night

There are lotsof people of
working age with nothing to do.
They need manualjobs

The cynicism of many young
people worriesme. Young
people need to feelwanted with
appropriate employment
opportunities

Joblessinactive people,
excessve drinking in town —I'm
worried about the health of the
population

Low key policing in the evenings
makesme worry about the safety
of my young teenagers

Ican't get home when it floods

Feel sorry forthe people living
nearthe river every time it chucks
it down fordays

Iworry about getting home every
time it rainsheavily

Feelvery upset when floods
happen —see how the children
who live nearthe river have
nightmaresand are terrified of
the waterflooding them again

No new High Schoolwill make
people move out of the town

Furthereducation needshave to
be accessed out of town

Poor/variable quality of
secondary school meansmany
children go to grammar schools
11 -12 milesaway everyday

Concern over quality of Tod High
may lead to our family moving,
and may prevent people from
moving to Tod

Wishes for the future

We would like a
lovely sustainable
town

Greateruse of hydro electricity

Iwish Todmorden wasa green valley

Iwish we became a self sufficient town

Iwish Tod were car fee

Forthe removal of existing wind farms

Wouldn’tit be great if we allshopped locally

Iwish Todmorden waspowered by hydro electricity

I wish the Halifax Rd site willbe a beautiful place with growing areas, a community
ste and a green hotelwith a turf roof and goatsgrazing on it

I wish forall the spare fieldsto become orchardsand forest gardensproviding food
to make the town self sustaining in food

Wouldn'tit be great if we could hamessthe power of water
I wish for solar panelsin every suitable building and no more wind farms

Iwish we lived here completely sustainable —local grown food, altermative energy

I wish forall the old millwater syssemsto be powering hydro electric schemesto
provide local electricity

Wouldn'tit be great if the sswage workswere cleaned by reed bedsthat we
could picnic besdes

| wish politicianswould realise that hydro powerwould be betterlocally and less
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visually intrusive

Iwish fora much increased degree of self sufficiency
Wouldn’'tit be great of we had renewable energy

I wish for the abolition of the internal combustion engine

If only Tod became a centre for alternative energy industries & technology

Good cultural
stimulus,
environment and
leisure

I wish Tod were the mountain bike capital of the North West

Wouldn’'tit be great of Bamsche Square wasre-developed asa green space and
leisure attraction

| wish forthe development of leisure and tourism employment

Iwish ¥ of signage could be removed

Pedestrian Zone from Town HalltowardsBumley up to cinema building
Free short stay car parking in centre

If only a good set of ownerstook over The Golden Lion and gotrid of gambling
machinesand served good ale and food

I wish foraccessto green space

Clean and pleasant spacesin town to sit

For Tipside to be used for public amenity

Ihope ourbrown field stesare open nature reserves

I wish for a leisure industry based on assetsand history of Upper Calder Valley
Iwish Tod had a culturaland music venue for live bands

Wouldn’tit be great if we had a marina

Town Hallto become a cultural centre

If only the library could be expanded and linked to a cultural centre

I wish there were more cultural offersand more evening classes

I wish forrecreation facilitiesforthe elderly

I wish formore emphasison culturalaspectsof community

John Helden statue back where he belongs

Facilitiesto hold large events

Good cultural and leisure facilitiesat affordable prices

If only busnessdevelopment funding created an artisssquarteralongside Water &
Wouldn'tit be great of we had a cinema

Iwish Tod Park was still the same size and will not be built on

I wish there wasanotherbig event orthree like the agricultural show and the
carnival

National recognition

Iwish Tod wasknown nationally foritsheritage and character

Iwish Todmorden wasmarketed properly to outsiders

Lovely community to
live in

Good community centre and activities

I wish foranother Acom Centre up and running

Wouldn't it be great if we all contributed to a community centre of some kind
I wish Tod retainsitscommunity spirit and id entity

I wish for opportunitiesfor the generationsto integrate
Localfacilitiesforindividualsand groups

If only parentsrealisesd youngerpeople shouldn’'t be out on the streetsat 11pm
Of only residentscould be compelled to keep their bit of street clean

Forthe whole of Tod to be stone cleaned (asin the rest of Yorkshire)

Working locally, providing servicesfor the town

I wish for security and a safe place to live

For seriousand extensve tree planting in town and on certain hillsdes

Iwish our derelict stesare refurbished

If only public realm areaswere clean and well looked after

It would be great if there were minimum standardsfor maintenance of privately
owned housing

Lisa Baxter | Calderdale Council LDFWorkshop | Todmorden | May 11

-23-



Wouldn'tit be great if town centre waste land wasdeveloped usefully
lhope the green spacessurvive into the next two decades

Iwish local shopperswould become more responsble re salesof alcohol
Iwish foraccessto green space

It would be nice if there were some green scenery

Tourism

I wish that no more buildingsof local historic importance are allowed to fall into
disrepairand dereliction

Wouldn'tit be great of the heritage of thisplace wasdone jugtice
Need to change the shopping dynamics, opening times
Wouldn't it be great of tourissscame to Tod

If only people outsde Todmorden knew where Todmorden was
Wouldn'tit be great if we established a tourism hub in Calderdale
Green walksaccessble to wheelchairsand pushchairs

New hoteland conference facilties

Iwish fora museum and an art gallery to make aware of the history of Tod and its
culture to be more attractive for tourists

Iwish localpeople would actually walk into and use local art galleries—on Water
Sreet, Platform One etc

Fora Marina, retail and leisure development on Halifax Rd
If only we could be prosperousenough to enjoy the quality of life of southern towns

Wouldn'tit be great of Todmorden can develop a successfuleconomy and
reputation for quality local food marketed nationally to attract vistors

If only the canalisdeveloped asa heritage tourist attraction

Promote area fortourism —Soodly Pike isin Tod, not Hebden Bridge
Halifax Road site a successful marina / shopping complex

I wish fora museum

I wish for green tourism in the area

Iwould like to see exploitation of ‘cradle of industrial revolution’ theme
Tourism hasbeen developed properly

I wish IETand green industrieswill lead to prosperity forthe town

The market hasbeen refurbished

Successful local
businesses

If only there wasno Asda where the nice old cinema was

Wouldn'tit be greatif local shopswere helped and encouraged by fairerrates
ratherthan choked to death

Wouldn't it be great if the town had pubsin 20 years

I wish shop keeperswould look after their buildings
Iwish forlocaltrade and local food

Night marketsin summer months—good meeting place
lhope Ican dtill shop in a local market

Iwish all vacant shop unitswere taken up

Develop the town centre to include starter units, high end retail outletsand quality
restaurants

Smalllocal busnessessurvive the threat from big businesse.g. supermarkets
Good range of localemployment opportunities

Wouldn'tit be great of there were good localemployment opportunitiesfor
youngerpeople

Iwish people were encouraged to work locally e.g. local resdents prioritised for
localjobs

Iwish good sized employerswere attracted to Todmorden. Not just Asda
I wish there were more opportunitiesin the town foryoung people in 20 years

Localdemocracy

Independence for Todmorden UDI
I wish thismeeting will have a lasting legacy!
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| wish there wasa locally elected and funded Council

I wish to be in control of ouragendasoursives

Iwish to have localredevelopment decided at locallevel
Plannershad been held in check by local opinion

There isevidence thatlocalpeople were listened to and the Council changed
their plansto take theirviewsinto account

If only Halifax and Calderdale would stop interfering then Todmorden could
develop itstourist industry

Iwish Tod to become a Calderdale free zone

I wish there would be an awarenessin Calderdale that Todmorden feels
marginalised

The LDFneedsto recognise the importance of Tod’slocalfood movement asa
key feature of the town’sfuture

Decisonsregarding all planning were made at a local level
Iwish fora democratic society
If only plannersunderstood community

Wouldn’tit be great if Todmorden could veto decisonsmade by Calderdale that
affect the town

Self goveming in alllocal matters

Iwish the imbalance between Halifax and Todmorden wasreset in our favour

Decent housing

Foran ambitiouseffective planning regime to insist on high standardsof design
and making

If only housing requirementswere linked to needs, like ageing population, not
profits

I wish new housing washbuilt to a high ssandard

I wish some of the horrible new housing would falldown and older propetties
refurbished

Use derelict / brown field stesforaccessble, affordable, social housing

Good local schools

New high schoolup and running

Adult education extended

Iwish local children went to schoolin the localarea to a good school
It would be great if Tod had a good quality high school

I wish there were more food and nutrition based coursesat Todmorden College
and High Shool

Transport links

I wish the railway linkswere more swift and numerousin contact with city centres
Iwish there wasa by-pass(plural) that would take traffic around the town centre

Wouldn'tit be great if there wasfrequent, reliable public transport around all the
living areasof Tod to link into the town centre

The Burnley Loop reopened

I wish forgood public transport

Fastertransport links

Through trainsto Burnley without having to go to Hebden

It would be great if we had more unadopted roadsadopted
I wish there wasa free bike scheme

Tunnelto avoid Hebden Bridge bottle neck

Iwish busfareswere cheaper

Alternative to A646 developed

6 Perceived impacts on wishes on quality of life

Feeling

Content

Proud and happy

Relaxed and content

Satisfaction that allisright with the town
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Happy and content
Alive

In control of my life

Well

Blissfully happy

At home

Useful

Proud to be made in Tod
Appreciation for living in such a lovely area
Wholesome and fit
Wealthy and healthy
Comfortable

Amazed

Healthy

Empowered: because the Council listened and made ourtown a good place to
live and visit

Fulfilled

Happy to be alive and healthy
Happy and content

Calm

Happy

Relaxed and unstressed
Content

Thinking/ Saying

That thismeeting started the ball rolling

How much friendlierit is, what a great small community
Glad | stayed living in the town

Welldone usToddies

My lifestyle iscarbon-free

Smalltownsare beautiful

Our Councildoesusproud

Todmordenisa place where local people make a difference
Good market

Visit Tod and find out what it hasto offer

You haven’t got hillslike ours

We're safe here from all the floodsthat are covering the majority of the south east
and east

What an attractive town

Did you see that feature about Tod on the BBC last night?
We have a good quality of life in Todmorden

What a supportive environment foryoung people

llove living in Todmorden

The trainsrun on time

I'm glad Imoved to Tod

Tod isaslovely now asanywhere in the world when itsnot raining
Cheaperthan Sussex

What do you think about that proposal fora 6" supermarket?
The rain isrefreshing! (honest)

Doing

Sill participating in Tod life
Eatlocalcheese
Attend local government meetings

Iwillhave enough pension to keep warm, eat welland have a good place to live
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Passing on my knowledge of plantsand herbsto my grandchildren

I'llbe looking afterand seeing my grandchildren —my children will have wanted to
stay in the town

Vistting the heritage trail

Silllearning and doing new thingsto keep me healthy

Working

Walking on new green pathsin the hills

Shopping in the market

Enjoying life

Socialising

Shopping and eating well

Satin a nice pub drinking beerfrom a Tod brewery

Be healthy and able to appreciate the lovely valley

Taking part in community events

Working locally

Enjoying local leisure facilities

Travelling into town by busto enjoy shopping, meeting friendsand the local culture
Running a good business, viably —supporting local workers

Iwillbe involved in local cultural life

Iwillbe happy to raise my children here

Become involved in local groups

Sat by the new marina feeding the duckswith great grandchildren

Show ourworld famousaxolotlbreeding group to touristsfrom Japan
Walking, visiting theatre, cinema and shopping at Asda

Iwillbe using locally produced electricity from hydro electric

Looking aftermy garden and tuning into the natural environment around me
Iwillbe 90 yearsold and hope to still be able to enjoy the new/old Todmorden

Hopefully walking to town centre —chat with local people, shop, relax and walk
home

Enjoying new town centre facilities

Enjoying the unblemished views

I'llbe using renewable energy

Shopping on foot in the revitalised market
I'llprobably be working (67) and hopefully healthy

Transport linksimproved taking me lesstime to travel

Seeing

A clean and welldeveloped town centre

A decent community centre

The canalrestored and much used

An attractive and well maintained town centre
Clean pathsby the canaland healthy, happy children
Clean, prosperoustown

Looking at the new High School building at last!
Green

A thriving local town

Lotsof happy old people

A thriving, happy community

Diverse and interesting shops

Clean pathsand lovely parksand gardens

The local axolotls

Happy, health and content people

Seeing the hillsand the wildlife
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A self sufficient town
Seeing an unchanged, unspoiled hillside and local spacesretained
No wind farmsor unsightly housing

Allthe best shops, market and buildingsare preserved and put to new useswhere
appropriate

The moorsare not overwhelmed with wind farms
Busy town, lotsof people

A buzzing local market

Fiendly people

A clean canaland tow path

Lotsof bees

People acting with respect to one another
Tourigtsinterested in industrial heritage

The town centre hasa cultural centre

No carparks

Accesspointsforelectric cars

Countrysde istillgreen and pleasant; accessble pathsalong valley floors
A new high school building

Lotsof green visble from allareasin town

7 Suggested positive actions

KEEP

Centre Vale Park —no taking bits off

Keep and expand the sportscentre facilities

The park tidy

Park asitisand preserve the woodland around it
The market viable for stall holders

Qupport Todmorden’s economic, community and environmental prosperity
through backing Incredible Edible Todmorden. This could provide the backbone
for Todmorden’sfuture.

Existing market and shopping facilities

The market and local food production

The site adjacent to Health Centre fora marina development
Olderbuildingsincluding localterraces, encourage house ownersto maintain
Localtrade, localfood

Keep up support forlocal community groups

Parks, market, historic buildingsclean

Qurpresent population size

Keep the recycling policy, but make local collection syssemsmore efficient
Housing / populationsthe same

The market in good heart

Everything exceptderelict land

The market

Incredible Edible Tod

Todmorden’spresent character

Keep the market

Keep green, we value them, esp. green ‘lung’ areas

Green field views from living areas (area around Tod - landscape of special
interest spacesin present planning terms)

The library

STOP/ LOSE

The proposalfor Sainsbury

Not too many supermarkets
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Allwind farms

Charging for parking

The decay of the market hall—have it listed
Hy tipping

Sop allowing new housing to tumn itsback on main roads, behind ugly stone walls
and fences

Encouraging ‘drift’ of unemployed/disenfranchised into poor quality housing
Dog dirt on pavement (fine people / confiscate dogs)

Big supermarkets

Property ownerswho let property fall in disrepair

Supermarkets

Dog fouling and littering —introduce penalties

Sop planning permission for more supermarkets/ large retailersin the town
Lose supermarkets

Wind farms

Sop any furtherwind farm development —use hydro

Sop dog fouling

Attitude that the Councilknowsbest

CHANGE Utilise more spare land
Change planning approach and decision making process on supermarkets to
support local retalil
Demolish Cinderhill Mill —landscape empty sides
Change attitude to tourism
Dear Council—change your policy of ignoring local opinion
Change the railway link to allow better flow of transport
Change the building currently housing the Post Office — demolish and replace
with a building with character
Civic attitude among citizens. Pride in gardens, yardsetc
Change people’s negative attitudes to any developments or changes in the
town
Change yourrulesoftop-down decison making
Reliance on cartransport
Change your policy on planning large retail outlets—we don’t want them
Central Post Office building complex
Planning policy on supermarketsand large trade outlets
Council'sattitude on what local people say —allow Councilto change itsmind
Old millsinto modern industrial units
Profile of Tod nationally and internationally
ADD Green industries

Burnley Loop

High school

Marina

Green energy generation

A historical / industrial museum

An art gallery

Adoptand urban design policy and sick to it
More opportunitiesforemployersin manufacturing
More tourism

Local community schemes to extract hydro-electricity from surrounding
waterwaysand give cooperative ownership to local investors

More funding for community forcommunity sshemesand people

Take enforcement action on Section 215 to tidy land orimprove ugly buildings
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A marina / mixed use development area

Add opportunity for employment and decentralisation of Council jobs to
Todmorden

Employment sites, industry, sustainable growth, community centres, support
Apply forallavailable funding to regenerate the town

Green tourism

More facilitiesforlocalindustry and enterprise on a small scale
Employment to retain young people

Add orenhance cultural centres

Hoteland conference facilities

Smallindustrial affordable unitsbuilt in character—nice buildings

Central community facility —better use of Town Hall

Encourage investment in the town by being pro-active not reactive

Add sdignificant encouragement / incentives for local small businesses re lower
start-up businessrates

Cinema

Lisa Baxter | Calderdale Council LDFWorkshop | Todmorden | May 11

-30 -



