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1 Context 
The Development Stra tegy Team for Planning a t Ca lderda le Metropolitan Borough Counc il 

has c ommissioned  this report to c ap ture the fifth of ten c rea tive c onsulta tions in Ca lderda le 

designed  to exp lore the needs, asp ira tions a nd  c onc erns o f residents in rela tion to 

p lanning. This report c onc erns the existing  and  desired  q ua lity of life of residents in 

Todmorden. 

 
The written results from this c onsulta tion a re thematic 1 and  ind ic a tive of resident’ s 

experienc es and  asp ira tions in Tod morden rela ting  to p lanning. The rep ort c onstitutes one 

element of a  b road  evid enc e base with whic h to inform the LDF Core Stra tegy. 

 

2 Methodology 
The workshop  d rew on Crea tive Prob lem Solving  and  Produc tive Thinking  frameworks to 

p romote ac tive involvement and  group  dec ision-making from pa rtic ipants.  

 
The workshop  was framed  within a  ‘ qua lity of life’  pa rad igm to enc ourage pa rtic ipants to 

reflec t not just on p lanning issues but a lso on the rea l impac ts of these issues on their lives 

and  c ommunities. The a im in do ing so was to p rod uc e insights tha t have genuine 

relevanc e to b oth pa rtic ipants and  the Planning Team. 

 
The workshop  wa s d ivided  into four key a reas of investiga tion: 

- resident’ s c urrent life/ work c ontext and  impac t on qua lity of life, 

- asp ira tions for 20 yea rs henc e moving into their next life stage, 

- wha t tha t imag ined  future would  look and  feel like to live in, 

- spec ific  positive ac tions the Planning Department c ould  take to rea lise these 

asp ira tions. 

 
The workshop  c onc luded  with a  group  d isc ussion to further exp lore the themes and  issues 

ra ised . 
 

3 Partic ipa tion 
A tota l of 19 residents took pa rt in the workshop .  Not a ll pa rtic ipants c omp leted  the 

equa lities sheet therefore tota ls below do not add  up . 

All desc ribed  themselves as ‘White’ .   

The age b reakdown was: <25 = 0; 25 to 39 = 1; 40 to 59 = 10; 60+ = 3.   

There were 6 ma les and  8 fema les. 

2 desc ribed  themselves as having a  d isab ility. 

                                                 
1 Some highly spec ific  suggestions were made during the workshop and  a re outlined  in deta il in the 
append ix of this report. 
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4 Overview 
Partic ipants a re immensely p roud  of 

where they live and  va lue the town’s 

heritage, c ommunity sp irit and  green 

ethos. They rega rd  Todmorden as a  

p lac e with a  unique identity tha t 

genera tes a  strong sense of belong ing 

and  a ttac hment. Their a sp ira tions for the 

town a re rooted  in strengthening this 

identity, supp orting  a  loc a l job  market 

and  enc ourag ing a  thriving  ec onomy 

through loc a l trade, sma ll businesses and  

tourism.  

 
Ac c ess to the c ana ls, c ountryside, loc a l food  and  good  soc ia l and  leisure fac ilities a ll 

c ontribute to a  sense of well-being and  ac tive pa rtic ipa tion in the town’s offer. 

Arc hitec tura l landmarks, industria l heritage and  historic  housing g ive the town a  d istinc tive 

look and  feel whilst its historic  sta tus as a  border town has g iven rise to its unique c ha rac ter. 

The Inc red ib le Ed ib le Initia tive (IET) p rovides an ethic a l foc us as well as 

na tiona l/ interna tiona l rec ognition whic h genera te a  strong sense of p ride. 

 
Todmorden wants to bec ome inc reasing ly self-suffic ient and  develop  a  stronger identity 

a round  susta inab le living ; ac hieved  in pa rt through embrac ing a lterna tive energy 

genera tion, red uc ing its c a rbon footp rint and  tra d ing in loc a lly sourc ed  good s.  

 
The p reserva tion of wha t 

is perc eived  as a  unique 

c ommunity is a lso 

important: ensuring  tha t in 

20 yea rs time Tod mord en 

is a  thriving  c entre for 

emp loyment, c ulture, 

leisure and  loc a l trade. In 

add ition, they would  like 

investment in the town to 

make it a  more p leasing  

and  c ultura lly ac tive 

environment. 

 
Pa rtic ipants a re hugely c onc erned  about the p ossib ility of develop ing  Todmorden into a  

p rinc ipa l town and  a ll tha t c omes with it: new builds on p rized  green sites, inadequa te 
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infrastruc ture to supp ort a  p rec ip ita ted  popula tion inc rease (roads, servic es, jobs) and  the 

prolifera tion of supermarkets whic h would  threa ten the town’ s loc a l tra de ec ology and 

undermine its unique c ha rac ter. Pa rtic ipants a re a lso c onc erned  about wha t they perc eive 

as inadequa te build ing  ma intenanc e, limited  c onserva tion (of landmark build ings and 

c ana ls/ wa lkways) and  poor qua lity/ inapprop ria te new builds, a ll of whic h threa ten to d ilute 

the a rc hitec tura l and  industria l heritage of the town. 

 
There is a  desire from pa rtic ipants for stronger self-determina tion in order to ac hieve 

asp ira tions they believe a re not well understood  by the Counc il, and to minimise the 

inc idenc e of wha t they perc eive as ill-c onc eived  and  unsympa thetic  p lanning dec isions.  

 
From their perspec tive there is too muc h top -d own dec ision making from a  Counc il tha t 

doesn’ t understand  the unique c ha rac ter and  needs of the town. This makes residents feel 

marg ina lised  and  d isempowered . 

Pa rtic ipants want a  stronger voic e 

in shap ing the trade ec ology of 

Todmorden through support for 

more independent businesses, 

investment in the market and  the 

shap ing and  delivery of a  thriving 

tourism offer – a ll of whic h in their 

view would  c ontribute to the 

town’ s regenera tion in a  way tha t 

is both p roportiona te and  

approp ria te. 
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5 Key Find ings 
5:1 Positive quality of life  

Residents in Todmorden p lac e high va lue on the surround ing c ountryside, loc a l trade, good  

rec rea tion and  pub lic  fac ilities, a  strong c ommunity sp irit and  the town’s a rc hitec tura l 

heritage. 

 
 Countryside 

Partic ipants enjoy the va ried  

c ountryside a round  Tod morden: 

the hills, wood land , c ana ls and  

unspoiled  moors, their wild life 

and  ec ology. With ac c ess to 

the c ountryside c ome 

opportunities tha t c ontribute to 

an ac tive lifestyle and  sense of 

well being : enjoying  the views, 

wa lking  a long the c ana l pa ths, 

c yc ling , horse rid ing , b ird  

wa tc hing.  The impac ts a re 

desc ribed  va riously as 

‘ insp ira tion’ , ‘c a lm ’ , ‘ relaxa tion’ , 

‘p leasure ’ , ‘well-ness’ , 

‘happ iness’ , ‘peac e ’  together 

with an assoc ia ted  sense of 

p rivilege to live in suc h a  

beautiful pa rt of the world . 

 
 Local trade 

The market is rega rded  as the ‘soc io-ec onomic  heart of the town ’  and  is highly va lued  by 

pa rtic ipants. Together with the loc a l food  movement it p rovides an opp ortunity for peop le 

to b uy and  ea t loc a lly sourc ed  food  whic h in their view is more susta inab le and  ethic a l. This 

in itself p rovides a  sense of p rid e in and  a  foc us for the town. In add ition, the abundanc e of 

regula r, loc a l independent traders in the market p rovides an important soc ia l spac e. It 

enc ourages a  sense of c ommunity by enab ling  pa rtic ipants to build  rela tionships with 

supp liers and  meet friends and  neighbours there.  

 
 A strong community spirit 

Partic ipants va lue their experienc e of Tod morden as a  sma ll, friend ly, soc iab le town with an 

interesting  and  d iverse popula tion. They a ttribute this in pa rt to the ab undanc e of soc ia l 

opportunities (sport, c lubs, leisure, c ulture) and  initia tives whic h enc ourage peop le to 
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pa rtic ipa te, c rea ting  a  strong c ommunity sp irit. Pa rtic ipants ta lked  about feeling  ‘a t home ’  

in Todmorden and  experienc ing  an assoc ia ted  sense of ‘belong ing ’ .  

 

 
 

 Good recreation and public facilities 

Residents va lue the good  loc a l fac ilities: Centre Va le Park, the lib ra ry, leisure c entre and  

hea lth c entre, the p rimary sc hools and  the Hippodrome , as well as the sports and  soc ia l 

c lubs and  good  pubs a nd  c a fes. All these c ontribute to an ac tive soc ia l and  c ommunity 

life tha t enhanc es qua lity of life. 
 

 Architectural heritage 

Todmorden is rega rded  as having a  unique heritage tha t b rings with it landmark 

a rc hitec ture (Grea t Wa ll of Tod), historic  build ings (Town Ha ll, Market Ha ll) and  p leasing 

housing  (stone and  Georg ian homes). This c rea tes a  sense of heritage and  p ride in the 

town. 

 
 Good transport links 

Partic ipants va lue the tra nsport links between Ma nc hester and  Leeds, 
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5:2 Quality of life concerns 

Pa rtic ipants sha red  some strong c onc erns, p rimarily a round  the built environment, loc a l 

trade, tourism and  Counc il a ttitudes toward s Tod morden.  

 
 The built environment 

Partic ipants a re seriously 

c onc erned  about existing  and  

p lanned  housing 

development, inadequa te 

c a re of the town’ s 

arc hitec tura l heritage and  

poor ma intenanc e of pub lic  

rea lm sites and  build ings. 

 
Their most signific ant c onc ern 

is the p roposa l to d evelop  

Todmorden into a  p rinc ipa l 

town whic h they und erstand  

would  result in a  20% inc rease 

in housing . They a re worried  

about the lac k of suitab le land 

for these new builds, the threa t 

of new b uilds on green sites, 

the possib ility of more 

supermarkets to servic e the 

inc reased  popula tion a nd  the 

impac t of tha t on loc a l trade, 

together with the impac t of an inc reased  pop ula tion on the town’s infra struc ture and  the 

environment.   

 
“Where would you put supermarkets because warehousing is one of the biggest problems in 

Todmorden?” 
 

“The West Yorkshire Plan says our main roads are reaching saturation in 2001 so we couldn’t possibly 
support this economic and housing development. We are confined to narrow valleys.” 

 
“I really don’t think it should be a principal town. I think it came about because the Town Council 

asked for it because they thought we were ignored by Calderdale and so their response to that was 
to make us a principal town. But in planning terms that means 20% more housing and I don’t think 

that’s what the Town Council was really asking for. They were just asking for recognition.” 
 

“We’ve been targeted with two more supermarket applications because they’ve seen this plan.” 
 

In their view, c urrent new builds a re poorly designed , not in keep ing with the town, and  do 

not p rovide a ffordab le housing. In add ition, pa rtic ipants have observed  a n inc reasing and 
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worrying  trend  of ind ivid ua ls buying up  homes for p riva te renta ls and  not ma inta ining  them 

p roperly, erod ing the image of the town. 

 
Poor b uild ing  c onserva tion and  the demolition of historic  build ings have angered  

pa rtic ipants; for examp le, the demolition of the Abraham Omerod  b uild ing  to make wa y 

for a  supermarket c a r p a rk, desp ite petitions aga inst this from the p ub lic  and  a  number of 

na tiona l heritage organisa tions.  In their view, a c ts like this undermine the a rc hitec tura l 

heritage of the town, and  with tha t c ommunity p ride, loc a l history and  the potentia l for 

tourism.   
 

“It’s outrageous that you can demolish a building of such historic significance (Abraham Omerod) 
just like that because it’s looking derelict. How did it get derelict in the first place?” 

 
“The Council has the power to make the owner of a building keep it in good order and that was never 

enforced on that building. Why?” 
 
“It’s not about making us a principal town but looking at what is worth keeping. Let’s talk about 

economic development – and our economic potential lies in our heritage … It’s the Council’s job to 
help us and empower us.” 

 
In add ition, pa rtic ipa nts feel very strong ly ab out wha t they rega rd  a s poor ma intenanc e of 

build ings in the pub lic  rea lm: the Market Ha ll and  Town Ha ll, the loc a l High Sc hool build ing , 

the p rolifera tion of derelic t sites and  build ings, the c ana l routes and  pa ths. Together with 

inadequa te street c leansing and  refuse c ollec tion, pa rtic ipants believe this c rea tes a  poor 

image of the town for residents and  visitors. 

 
 Local trade 

Partic ipants a re very muc h aga inst the build ing  of more supermarkets in the town. In their 

view this will have a  devasta ting  impac t on loc a l trade whic h they c onsider vita l to their 

c ommunity, their qua lity of life and  being ab le to live their va lues. Other c onc erns inc lude 

the c losure of loc a l p ubs, the impac t of high rents on sma ll traders and  sta ll holders and  a  

perc eived  lac k of investment in the market whic h they perc eived  as the ‘heart’  of the 

market town.  

 
 Tourism 

Partic ipants believe Todmorden c ould  bec ome a  thriving  tourist destina tion and  worry they 

may have been p re-empted  by Hebd en Bridge. They a re c onc erned  tha t the fa ilure to 

develop  and  p roperly ma inta in the c ana ls and  wa lkways, the threa t of bec oming a  

p rinc ip le town and  the threa t of b uild ing  on green sites c ould  a ll ultima tely undermine 

Todmorden’ s viab ility as an a ttrac tive tourist destina tion.  
 

“We have got a very important railway and a very important canal in Todmorden and there is 
absolutely no recognition – no museum, no exhibition about them and this is a shame because this is 

the basis of our tourism.” 
 

“The canal is one of our most neglected assets.” 
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 Council attitudes towards Todmorden 

Underp inning a ll their c onc erns was a  c ommonly held  perc ep tion tha t the Counc il does 

not und erstand , listen to or resp ond  to the peop le of Todmorden.  

 
They believe Todmorden has a  unique voic e and  a  d istinc t identity whic h the Counc il does 

not app rec ia te resulting  in poor p lanning dec isions. Furthermore, based  on their 

experienc e of resident ’ s wishes not being taken into ac c ount (for examp le in rela tion to 

build ing  supermarkets a nd  the demolition of the Abraham Ormerod  b uild ing), they a re 

c ynic a l about the va lue of Counc il c onsulta tions whic h they desc ribed  as ’ lip  servic e ’ . The 

impac t of these perc ep tions and  experienc es a re manifold ; from a nger, stress and  

frustra tion to a  sense of d isempowerment, feeling  underva lued  and  forgotten. This has 

ultima tely led  to shrinking  asp ira tions and  subsequent apa thy in trying  to make things 

happen. The strength of feeling  in this element of the d isc ussion ran high. 
 

“We won’t get a great deal of support from Halifax because there is no understanding.” 
 

“There is a lot of apathy about Calderdale Council and there is a sense of disenfranchisement, that 
the Town Council is pointless, that people have joined it and failed … and people have given up.” 

 
“When you’ve got a fantastic initiative like Incredible Edible being quashed by Council planning 

decision what does that do for our community spirit and wanting to get involved?” 
 

“We want to be recognised. Just that. Give us the voice that we have and enable us to fulfil the visions 
that we have like pointing out our heritage because that is the sustainability of this town. If all the little 

initiatives and all the little dreams that are here are enabled, if we have the support, then this town 
would become a booming town with lots of things why people would come.” 

 
“We have to be enabled and empowered.” 

 
“We ’ve had discussions like this for the past 10 years with the Council and nothing has changed … no 

money has been spent on the market except for a feasibility study which would have been better 
spent mending the roof … it’s not apathy, it’s despair.” 

 
“The squeakiest wheel gets all the oil and that’s Hebden Bridge. They’ve got no big supermarkets 

there.” 
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 Community and facilities 

There a re c onc erns about the lac k of a  c ommunity c entre, threa ts to the lib ra ry and  other 

servic es and  the perc eived  under investment in c ultura l spac es and  c ultura l enterp rise. The 

impac t on their lives is the potentia l erosion of c ommunity and  inc reased  travel to ac c ess 

those fac ilities elsewhere. 

 
 Roads and transport 

Congestion is an issue; one they believe will be exac erba ted  by the na tura l inc rease in c a r 

usage and  the p rec ip ita ted  tra ffic  inc rease tha t would  follow  more urban development. 

Ra il transport is a lso a  c onc ern bec ause whilst there a re good  links to Manc hester and  

Leeds there a re poor links to Burnley, Huddersfield  and  Blac kpool. For those who c ommute, 

there a re a lso issues a round  overc rowded  tra ins a nd  frequent delays in servic e whic h lead 

to stressful journeys. In ad d ition the Transpennine tra ins stop  too ea rly to ac c ess c ultura l and  

soc ia l events from towns a long the route.   

 
 The environment 

The environment and  susta inab le living  a re important to pa rtic ipants who believe there is 

inadequa te support for loc a l, a lterna tive energy g enera tion op tions in the town. The fac t 

tha t the flood ga tes a re not c ontrolled  in Tod morden is a  worry, and  there is resistanc e to  

wind  fa rms whic h pa rtic ipants rega rd  as an ineffic ient sourc e of energy genera tion. 

 
 Education, employment and young people. 

Partic ipants a re worried  about the lac k of p rovision and  opportunity for young peop le 

whic h they believe g ives rise to anti-soc ia l behaviour and  an unsa fe environment. 

 
5:3 Community Aspirations 

Residents themed  their key asp ira tions into  8 c ore head ings. When invited  to vote on whic h 

they believed  were the most imp ortant the results, in desc end ing order, were: 

- A lovely susta inab le town 

- Loc a l democ rac y 

- Good  c ultura l stimulus, environment and  leisure  

- Lovely c ommunity to live in 

- Suc c essful loc a l businesses  

- Na tiona lly rec ognised  /  Tourism 

- Good  loc a l sc hools 

- Dec ent housing  

All the find ings a re in the append ix. This sec tion only inc ludes a reas tha t rela te to p lanning. 

 
 A lovely sustainable town 

Partic ipants want to introduc e susta inab le energy genera tion through hyd ro elec tric ity and  

the inc lusion of sola r pa nels in a ll new builds. They want to move towards inc reasing self 

suffic ienc y by enc ourag ing  peop le to shop  loc a l – for examp le by further investing  in the 
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IET movement. They would  like to reduc e the c a rbon footp rint of the town and  have 

tang ib le, visib le evidence of ethic a l living  instiga ted  through p lanning , for examp le: 
 

“Wouldn’t it be nice if the sewage beds were cleaned by reed beds that we could picnic besides?” 
 

“I wish the Halifax Road site will be a beautiful place with growing areas, a community site, a green 
hotel with a turf roof and goats grazing on it.” 

 
“The Council could change planning permission so every new build would have to have solar panels 
– or perhaps new schools too – and it could feed into a grid for the town…so the community at large 

benefit from it.” 
 

“We can ask the Council to change planning regulations such as green loos in new schools –that will 
put us on the map. A town where all official buildings have green loos for example.” 

 
 “Why aren’t we seeing a load of straw baled houses which have a zero carbon footprint?” 
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 Local democracy 

Partic ipants would  like grea ter independenc e from the Counc il and  inc reased  self 

governanc e. They would  like to see loc a l dec isions made by loc a l peop le, or a t the very 

least, have a  veto on Counc il dec isions. In a dd ition, they would  like the Counc il to 

p roac tively engage with residents in order to better understand  their c onc erns, asp ira tions 

and  va lues. 

 
 Good cultural stimulus, environment and leisure 

Partic ipants want a  more p leasing town environment. Examp les inc lude the 

pedestrianisa tion of an a rea  from the Town Ha ll up  to the c inema build ing , a  green spac e 

in town (Bamsc he Sq uare), a  marina  develop ment on Ha lifax Road  and  p leasant p lac es in 

town to sit. 

 
They a lso want an enha nc ed  c ultura l and  leisure offer: a  c ultura l and  music  venue, the 

development of the Town Ha ll into a  c ultura l c entre, rec rea tion fac ilities for the elderly, an 

a rtist’s q uarter, a  venue for la rge events, and  more la rge sc a le events like the Agric ultura l 

Show. 
 

 Lovely community to live in 

Partic ipants want the town ’s strong c ommunity sp irit to flourish. They want better and  more 

c ommunity fac ilities suc h as a  c ommunity c entre tha t offers a  range of ac tivities and  

opportunities for the genera tions to integra te. They want to reta in c ommunity p ride in the 

town through c lean streets, refurb ished  derelic t sites, g reen spac es and  tree p lanting . They 

want a  c ommunity where peop le c an g row old  and  live sa fely and  soc iab ly, in a ffordab le 

housing, feeling  fully integra ted  and  involved . 
 

 Successful local businesses  

Partic ipants want to see loc a l tra de enc ouraged  and  flourishing . They want vac ant shops 

filled  and  an inc rease in the number and  va riety of loc a l independent tra ders. They want 

rents to be reviewed  to better support b usiness sta rt ups and  investment in the tourism 

industry. In their view, this would  b ring  p rosperity, qua lity of life and  emp loyment 

opportunities for a ll ages.  
 
 Nationally recognised /  Tourism 

Partic ipants have asp ira tions for Tod morden to bec ome a  na tiona l and  interna tiona l tourist 

destina tion. Its c omb ined  industria l, a rc hitec tura l and  leisure appea l (e.g . c ana ls, the 

Pennine and  Ca lderda le Ways) together with a  growing reputa tion a s a  ‘g reen town’  

provides a  highly d ifferentia ted  tourist offer na tiona lly, with b road  appea l to a  number of 

interest g roups: g reen tourism, ac tive holidays (mounta in b iking , wa lking , horse rid ing) and 

heritage. 
 
In order to ac hieve the town’ s potentia l as a  viab le tourist destina tion, pa rtic ipants want 

Todmorden’ s a rc hitec ture c onserved , the c ana ls and  towpa ths well ma inta ined  and 
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developed  and  ac c essib le green wa lks for pushc ha irs and  wheelc ha irs. They a lso wish for 

hotel and  c onferenc e fa c ilities, a  museum and  a rt ga llery ded ic a ted  to the town’ s unique 

heritage/ c ulture and  a  marina -shop -leisure offer on Ha lifax Road . 
 

“Todmorden could really exploit this ‘Cradle of the Industrial Revolution’ theme as a tourist attraction.” 
 

“We have an opportunity to have an open aspect to the canal and that one site is an opportunity to 
create an open and public right of way to that canal and that’s something that could address our 

history.” 
 

“What is relevant is what can make this place special … we can be a forerunner in trying things out. 
That would make our reputation.” 

 

 Transport links 

Partic ipants want improved  ra il p rovision: more tra ins, la te night tra ins and  better 

c onnec tions. They want the Counc il to add ress tra ffic  by find ing  an a lterna tive to the A646 

(the Burnley Loop  or bypass system), adop ting  unadop ted  roads and  introd uc ing a  free 

b ike sc heme. They a lso want an improved  b us servic e to red uc e road  c ongestion and  

c onnec t outlying  residentia l a reas. 
 

 Decent housing 

Partic ipants want to  see more a ffordab le and  ac c essib le soc ia l housing, housing p rovision 

tha t is app rop ria te to loc a l need  and  improved  d esign standards and  q ua lity of new builds. 
 
 Endgame 

It is hugely important to pa rtic ipants tha t they a re ab le to live susta inab ly and  ethic a lly, and 

reta in their unique c ommunity and  historic a l identity. If ac hieved , the persona l and 

c ommunity impac ts would  be inc reased  p ride in the town, a  sense of c ommunity 

ac hievement and  empowerment and  a  better town for residents and  visitors. They a lso  

want to p ut Todmorden on the map . 
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5:4 Suggested Positive Actions 

What follows a re the sp ec ific  steps or ac tions points suggested  by workshop  pa rtic ipants 

tha t they believe Ca ld erda le Counc il needs to imp lement in order to rea lise  their 

asp ira tions. They a re not weighted  in any way and  have been grouped  for ease of use – a  

full deta iled  c opy of a ll suggestions c an be found  in the append ix. 

 
 Facilities and services for community and tourists 

 
 

KEEP ADD 
Centre Va le Park 

Park tidy 

Sports Centre fac ility 

The pub lic  rea lm c lean 

Lib ra ry 

Support for loca l c ommunity groups 

Community c entres and support 

High Sc hool 

Cinema 

Marina  

Art Ga llery 

Historic a l/ Industria l Museum 

Marina / mixed  use development a rea  

Add to or enhance c ultura l c entres 

More tourism 

Hotel and c onferenc e fac ilities 

Green tourism 

Add to or enhance c ultura l c entres 

More fund ing for c ommunity and  c ommunity 
sc hemes peop le 
 

Centra l c ommunity fac ility – better use of the Town 
Ha ll 
 

Burnley loop  
LOSE/ STOP CHANGE 
Charg ing for pa rking 

Fly tipp ing 

Dog fouling and  litter 

Attitude to tourism 
 

Civic  a ttitude among c itizens – p ride in ga rdens etc  
 
Ra ilway link to a llow better flow of transport 

 
 Trade and Industry 

 

KEEP ADD 
The market viab le for sta ll holders 

Keep and support IET 

Loc a l food p roduc tion 

Loc a l trade 

More fac ilities for loc a l industry and enterp rise on a  
sma ll sc a le 
 

Emp loyment to reta in young peop le 

Sma ll a ffordab le industria l units built in c ha rac ter  
 

Add signific ant enc ouragement/ inc entives for loca l 
sma ll businesses re. lower sta rt-up  business ra tes 
 

More opportunities for emp loyers in manufac turing  
 
Emp loyment sites, industry and susta inab le growth 

LOSE/ STOP CHANGE 
Proposa l for Sa insburies 

Dec ay of Market Ha ll 

Big  supermarkets 

Planning permission for more supermarkets 

Supermarkets 

Change p lanning approach and  dec ision making 
p roc ess on supermarkets to support loc a l reta il 
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 Development 

KEEP ADD 
Site ad jac ent to Hea lth Centre for Marina 
development 
 

Old  build ings 

Housing and popula tion the same 

Green fie lds 

Take enforcement ac tion on Sec tion 215 to tidy and 
improve ug ly build ings 
 

Adop t an urban design polic y and stic k to it 

 

LOSE/ STOP CHANGE 
Drift into poor qua lity housing  

Property owners who let p roperty fa ll into d isrepa ir 

Utilise more spa re land  

Demolish Cinderhill Mill – landscape empty sites 

The build ing currently housing the Post Offic e 
demolished  and rep laced  with a  build ing with 
c ha rac ter 
 

Peop le’ s negative a ttitudes to any developments or 
c hanges to the town 
 

Centra l Post Offic e build ing c omp lex 

Planning polic y on supermarkets and  la rge trade 
outlets 
 

Old  Mills into modern industria l units 

 
 Green Living 

 

KEEP ADD 
Rec yc ling polic y Green industry 

Green energy genera tion 

Loc a l c ommunity sc hemes to extrac t hyd ro -
elec tric ity from surround ing wa terways and  g ive co -
opera tive ownership  to loc a l investors 

LOSE CHANGE 
Wind  fa rms  Use hyd ro 

Make rec yc ling more effic ient 

Reliance on c a r transport 

 
 Council 

 

KEEP ADD 
 An opportunity for emp loyment and  

decentra lisa tion of Counc il jobs to Todmorden 
 

App ly for ava ilab le fund ing to regenera te the town 

Enc ourage investment in the town by being p ro -
ac tive, not reac tive 

LOSE CHANGE 
 Polic y of ignoring loc a l peop le 

Your rules on top -down dec ision making 

Counc il’ s a ttitude on what peop le say 

Profile of Tod  – na tiona l and  internationa l 
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APPENDIX: RAW DATA 
 

1 What residents love about their area  

Countryside Local trade & market Community 
The c ana l is a  wonderful asset 
 

Spec tac ula r views from my house 
 

Closeness of the c ountryside to town 
 

Easy ac cess to the c ountryside 
 

The views of d ramatic  hills 
 

Nic e sc enery 
 

I like how green the a rea is 
 

I love being ab le to go for wa lks 
 

There a re nic e p laces to wa lk 
 

Being in the c ountry with easy ac c ess to 
the c ity 
 

I love the green and the countryside 
a round  the town 
 

I love the views of the hills   
 

Wooded va lley sides 
 

Roc hda le Cana l 
 

Cana l Wa lkway 
 

The beautiful c ountryside and views 
 

Hills on doorstep for wa lking and  c yc ling  
 

Poc kets of green space 
 

Sma ll pa ths, quiet wa lkways and  easy 
routes to the hills 
 

Glorious views 
 

The c ountryside 
 

Wild life and ec ology 
 

I love the a rea for wa lking 
 

Lots of trees 
 

I love the wa lking opportunities whic h 
a re in every d irec tion 
 

Good  b rid leways 
 

Unspoiled moor 
 

Birds in our ga rden 
 

Area  good for c yc ling 
 

The agric ultura l show 
 

Stood ley Pike 
 

Easy ac cess to c ountryside 
 

End less pa ths and  b rid leways 
 

I love living on a  south fac ing hillside 
with views 
 

Three va lleys 
 

Cana l 
 

Gadd ings Dam 
 

The genera l environment – rugged and  
insp iring  
 

Grea t pa rks and open spaces 

Regiona l food supp ly 
 

The flea  market 
 

The mix of agric ulture, industry and 
loc a l reta iling  
 

I love Makep iece – the c lothes they 
design and  make from loca l wool 
 

The market and loc a l food and 
supp liers 
 

Loc a l foods 
 

I love tha t I can buy a ll I need from 
Todmorden 
 

Grandma Polla rds (even though it ’s 
in Wa lsden) 
 

Range of shops, markets and ca fes 
 

I love the loc a l food supp lied  and  
market 
 

I love the market and  loca l food  
ava ilab le 
 

The Todmorden Market 
 

Good  market 
 

I love The Bear Wholefoods Shop  
 

I love Todmorden Market where we 
shop every Saturday for mea t, 
c heese and veg 
 

Loc a l food supp ly 
 

I  love our market 
 

The market 
 

Grea t sta lls, loca l food  
 

The wonderful mea t ava ilab le in the 
market 
 

The Bear 
 

I love the market – loc a l food 
ava ilab le and meeting p lace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sense of c ommunity 
 

Friend ly peop le 
 

Settled  popula tion, lots 
of families 
 

Pleasant peop le 
 

I love the peop le 
 

Loc a l peop le a re friend ly 
 

I love the sense of 
c ommunity amongst the 
peop le 
 

Supportive loc a l 
c ommunity 
 

Neighbours and  friends 
 

Loc a ls and openness 
 

I love the grea ter sense 
of c ommunity than other 
a reas 
 

I love the mix of peop le 
in Todmorden 
 

I love the maveric k 
c ha rac ter of the loca l 
inhab itants 
 

Interesting peop le 
 

I love the c ommunity 
sp irit 
 

Friend ly and d iverse 
c ommunity 
 

Community sp irit 
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Wa lking, c yc ling 
 

Leisure opportunity 
 

Beautiful scenery 
 

The c ountryside is on the doorstep – a  
wa lk away 
 

The rura l na ture of the town 
 

Moors and green spaces that can ’ t be 
built on 
 

Horse rid ing, mounta in b iking  
 
Park Historic Buildings Recreation & 

Facilities 
Events Clubs 

Centre Va le Park – 
best pa rk for miles 
 

The axolotl in the 
pa rk 
 

I love the 
c onserva tory with 
the finc hes flying 
a round 
 

Exc ellent pa rk 
 

Tod pa rk is a  
wonderful 
munic ipa l pa rk 
 

Centre Va le Park 
 

Tod Park 
 

Centre Va le Park – 
wonderful views 
 

Pa rk and le isure 
c entre 
 

The pa rk, fea turing 
the rep tile house 
 
 

Historic  build ings 
and heritage 
 

Fielden Wharf 
 

The Market 
 

Living in a  
Georg ian house 
 

The Town 
 

Grea t Wa ll of Tod  
 

The Grea t Wa ll of 
Tod 
 

I love the viaduc t 
and other 
landmark 
a rc hitec ture 
 

I love the 
Hippodrome 
 

The Town Ha ll 
 

Todmorden has 
unique heritage 
 

Stone build ings 
(espec ia lly when 
c leaned) 
 

Tod market 
 

Arc hitec ture of o ld  
build ings 

I love b ring ing up my 
c hild  here – pa rtic ula rly 
with the c lubs and  pa rk 
 

Good  doc tors fac ilities 
 

Many of the fac ilities – 
pa rks, lib ra ries etc  
 

Good  lib ra ry servic e 
 

Easy ac cess to Hebden 
Bridge Pic ture House 
 

The le isure c entre 
 

The Hippodrome 
 

Sa fe bus sta tion and  
well lit own centre 
 

Decent sports fac ilities 
 

Good  p lay spaces for 
c hild ren 
 

Good  va riety of sports 
ac tivities, c lubs for 
young c hild ren and  
teenagers footba ll, 
c ric ket, gym c lub , pool, 
sports centre 
 

Good  footba ll, rugby 
and c ric ket c lubs for up 
to 18yr olds 

Community 
events 
 

I love the show 
every yea r 
 

Agric ultura l 
show 
 

Todmorden 
Show in June 
 

Tod in Bloom ’s 
efforts make 
Tod beautiful 
 

The c a rniva l is 
a  treat 
 

The agric ultura l 
show – 
unriva lled 
loc a lly 
 

I love Ta i Chi 
here 
 

Three c ric ket 
c lubs 
 

Cric ket c lubs, 
soc ia l groups 
 

I love tha t we 
have a  
c ommunity bee 
group 
 

Centra l and  very 
welc oming 
c hurc hes – 
Method ist, 
Christian, inter-
fa ith groups 

 
Tourism potential Local initiatives Pubs & cafes Schools Community 

&transport links 
Tourist information 
c entre 
 

Loc a l history 
 

The c obb les a long 
Water Street 
 

The tourism 
opportunities 
 
 
 
 

Inc red ib le Ed ib le 
Todmorden 
 

Inc red ib le Ed ib le ’s 
herb ga rden (use 
them a  lot) 
 
I.E.T. is a  fantastic  
initia tive 
 

The new ideas 
sp ring ing up  
 

Community 
development: 
I.E.T., OAK etc  

Sta ff of Life 
 

The ‘Bare a rts’  – g rea t 
pub 
 

The Bare Arts – best 
d rinking estab lishment 
in Tod 
 

The Sta ff of Life, they 
c ook wonderful food  
 

Loc a l c a fes sell 
homemade cakes 
 

Nic e p laces to ea t/ d rink 
 

Beer made in 
Todmorden and  served 
in a  p ink pub  – Ba re Arts 
 
Loc a l pubs and support 
for loc a l bands 

Good  Junior 
and Infants 
sc hool 
 

The p rimary 
sc hools a re 
b rilliant 
 

Good  range 
of sc hools 

Good  ra il links 
 

Good  motorway 
c onnec tions 
 

Good  ra il links East 
and West 
 

Transport links 
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2  Associated positive impacts 
 

Countryside & leisure Belonging & well being 
The views and  green c ountryside g ive me ba lance 
from my time in build ings 
 

Exerc ise – wa lking, cyc ling  
 

The c ountryside is insp iring – g rea t views should  not 
be taken for granted  
 

Exerc ise outdoors 
 

Good  feeling while wa lking my dog 
 

Pa rks and c lubs have enab led  me to enc ourage 
fitness in myself and c hild  
 

I enjoy the c a lm I get from wa lking loc a lly 
 

Leisure centre – ac cess to fac ilities improve hea lth 
 

Opportunities to pa rtic ipate in sport 
 

A hea lthy lifestyle – wa lking and  loc a l food  
 

Wa tc hing the b irds is relaxing  
 

I am 10 minutes from Tod  and the c ountryside – 
both a re p leasant wa lks 
 

The rugged  environment c rea tes a  genera l feeling 
of good hea lth 
 

The trees a round the hillside insp ire me and help  me 
to become ca lm 
 

Clean a ir, p leasurab le wa lking and spac e is hea lthy 
– I feel well here 
 

It has encouraged  my daughter to ap p rec ia te her 
surround ings 
 

The great outdoors and sc enery make me relax 
from a  busy week 
 

I find  the contrasts in the c ountryside make me 
happy 
 

Nic e views from my house of the hillside  
 

The hills - to get away from it a ll, time on my own to 
relax and reflec t 
 

Ac c essib le hillsides g ive me peac e 
 

Somewhere to unwind  and  wa lk a fter a  day a t work 
 

Views and  countryside a re relaxing and  invigora ting  
 

Ac c ess to open spac es – good for wa lking, horse 
rid ing, c yc ling = better hea lth 
 

Opportunities for exerc ise in the open a ir keep  me 
fit and  hea lthy 
 

Todmorden is surrounded by spec tacula r views 
whic h ca lm and soothe 
 

The wa lking enab les me to get hea lthy exerc ise 
and fresh a ir 
 
Living ha lfway up the va lley is light and  a iry with 
beautiful views makes you feel good  
 

I feel p rivileged to live in suc h a  lovely a rea  
 

I c an relax when wa lking in the c ountryside 
 

The great outdoors and sc enery make me relax 
from a  busy week 
 

Rec harge my batteries 
 

The c hanging seasons and  views a round Tod  make 
me feel happy 

Sense of p rivilege living here 
 

Feel home 
 

A feeling of home 
 

Make new friends 
 

Feel pa rt of a  c ommunity 
 

Laugh 
 

The great sense of c ommunity makes me feel 
welc ome a lthough I am not English 
 

Be insp ired  
 

Enjoy the soc ia l aspec t of friend ly loc a l shopp ing a t 
the market 
 

Welc ome and supportive na ture of ‘streets’  and 
terraced housing  enc ourages friend liness and 
c ommunity sp irit 
 

Enjoy seeing friends in pubs 
 

Content 
 

A sense of wellbeing 
 

Sma ll knit c ommunity – sa fe and  belong ing 
 

I enjoy soc ia l interac tion in the market 
 

Meeting peop le I know when I go out in Tod  makes 
me feel a t home 
 

Lower stress levels (wa lking and friends) 
 

It empowers me 
 

The friend ly and  d iverse c ommunity makes it a  
p lac e you want to be 
 

I feel I belong here and  I hope I sha ll d ie here  
 

Community sp irit in the town makes me feel I 
belong 
 

Good  neighbours g ive a  sense of belong ing  
 

Sma ll knit c ommunity = sense of belong ing  
 

Good  feeling a t the end  of my working day to 
c ome home to Todmorden 
 

Like meeting peop le in the market a t weekend – 
work out of Tod 
 

Good  feeling to soc ia lise with other Todd ies 
 

Community sp irit enc ourages pa rtic ipa tion in loc a l 
ac tivities and  a  sense of belong ing  
 

Makes me want to get up in the morning  
 

Sma ll nature of the town encourages wa lking into 
town centre and  meeting peop le on the way 
 

So few peop le live here that it is more p leasant than 
living in a  c ity. Peop le a re more soc iab le. 
 

Plenty of opportunity to meet new peop le with the 
range of c ultura l and  sporting groups 
 

Welc oming and  supportive groups in the 
c ommunity, good for soc ia l inc lusion 
 

Ta lking to loca l traders makes shopp ing a  p leasure 
 

Enjoy seeing friends in pubs 
 

Loc a l peop le c ontribute to the town and help  
others – a ll the c lubs/ churc hes/ thea tre etc  a re run 
by volunteers. This makes me feel p roud. 



 

Lisa  Baxter I Ca lderda le Counc il LDF Workshop  I Todmorden I May 11 - 18 - 

 

Good  loca l c ommunity and  neighbourhoods = 
lower c rime 
 

A sense of belong ing 
 

An ac tive soc ia l life 
 

Impressed  by the number of c lubs and groups in 
Tod 
 

Supportive environment for my c hild ren has helped 
me be a  positive strong pa rent 

 
History, Heritage & 
Culture 

Food & Drink Environment & 
Sustainability 

Local pride 

Hippodrome Thea tre and 
other cultura l offers make 
me stay in Tod in the 
evenings ra ther than 
going to Manc hester 
 

As a  c reative person I 
va lue the c ultura l hea rt of 
the town – the historic  
build ings, panoramic  
views, ga lleries and  loca l 
a rtists 
 

Loc a l ga lleries g ive 
c hance to enjoy loc a l 
a rtists 
 

Lea rn new exc iting stuff 
 

Loc a l a rc hitec ture has 
insp ired me to lea rn to 
d ress and  ca rve stone 
 

Town is bec oming more 
well known to outsiders 
 

The lib ra ry – I c ouldn’ t 
manage without this - 
ac c ess to books, DVDs a t 
no/ low c ost 
 

The loc a l history 
rec onnec ts me with the 
rad ic a l past 
 

The agric ultura l show 
g ives the p lac e a  timeless 
sense of trad ition. It’s 
c omforting and 
stimula ting 
 

History and  heritage 
makes you take p ride in 
your own town 

The Bare Arts lets us wind  
down a t the weekend  
 

I enjoy good food  I buy 
loc a lly – better than you can 
buy in any c ity 
 

The market enab les me to 
build  nic e rela tionships with 
food supp liers 
 

The herb  ga rden enab le us to 
c ook well and  see food 
p roduc ed 
 

The Inc red ib le Ed ib le Initia tive 
has g iven a  new sense of 
p ride and  d irec tion to the 
town 
 

Loc a l food supp liers make 
me feel c ontent and happy 
that I am not destroying the 
p lanet through my eating 
hab its 
 

The markets p rovide the 
soc io-ec onomic  heart of the 
town 
 

Market and loc a l shops g ive 
better c hance to buy loca l 

Feel I c an live a  
more susta inab le 
life 
 

Benefiting  the 
environment – 
low c a rbon 
footp rint 
 

South fac ing 
hillside helps me 
live susta inab ly 
 

It enab les me to 
be p ro-ac tive 

Proud  to live in Tod  
 

Telling  peop le outside 
of Tod how wonderful it 
is 
 

Makes me like to te ll 
peop le about where I 
live 

 
3  Resident’s concerns about their area  

Maintenance of 
environment & 
waste disposal 

Built 
environment 

Housing Politics 
 

Shops, pubs & 
supermarkets 

Threa t of w ind  
fa rms to moor land  
 

Too muc h derelic t 
land , too many 
peop le ob jec t to 
any p roposa ls to 
improve town 
 

Many examp les of 
o ld  and unused  
build ings need 
b ring ing into use 
 

Demolition of 
historic  build ings 
 

Not enough soc ia l 
housing or 
a ffordab le houses 
for young peop le 
 

Severa l ma jor 
build ings and  sites 
redundant and  
sc ruffy 
 

Lac k of 

We need good  
refurb ishment of 
c urrent housing in 
the town 
 

Too many 
unsuitab le fla ts 
being built 
 

New build ings a re 
very poorly 
designed 
 

‘Toy town’  style of 

Attitude of 
Ca lderda le tha t 
Tod is a t the end  of 
the va lley and to 
be forgotten 
about 
 

Lac k of c lea r 
stra tegy to new 
development – it is 
a  random 
approac h 
 

Seeming ly 

Shop signs a re not 
c ontrolled  – too 
muc h c lutter 
 

Golden Lion is a  
great loc ation but 
isn’ t well run 
 

Only a  few nic e 
pubs 
 

The market is 
under threa t 
(supermarket) 
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Too many vacant 
and run down sites 
 

Lac k of p roac tive 
ac tion to tac kle 
untidy sites 
 

Derelic t sites: 
Cinderhill, 
Stannard, DCR 
Street 
 

Poor ma intenanc e 
of c ana l routes 
(lac k of dog waste 
b ins) 
 

Dog mess on 
c ana l - Yuc k! 
 

No enforc ement of 
existing dog 
fouling laws 
 

Clea ring up of 
Autumn leaves left 
fa r too long 
 

Dog d irt on 
pavement 
 

Litter – street 
c leaning 
 

Not happy about 
dog poo on cana l 
 

Wheelie b ins 
 

Poor ma intenanc e 
of graveyards in 
c entra l positions – 
lac k of volunteers 
 

Dog fouling and  
litter is poor 
 

Big  dog fouling 
p rob lem 
 

Dirty streets 
 

Bad ly lit a reas 
a round  the sta tion 
– unsa fe 
 

Lac k of 
ma intenance of 
pub lic  rea lm 
 

The poor 
ma intenance of 
pa ths and  lack of 
interest in 
adop ting roads 
 

Mucky pavements 
 

Switc h waste 
d isposa l – aga inst 
peop le’ s c oncerns 
 

Refuse c ollec tion 
gone bac kwards 
I c an’ t go to the 
tip  in my van 
without getting a  
permit from Ha lifax 
 

app rec ia tion of 
loc a l history by 
p lanners 
 

Lac k of c oncern or 
interest in historic  
build ing in 
c onserva tion a rea  
(2 about to be 
demolished) 
 

Town Centre Post 
Offic e build ing too 
70s style – demolish 
it 
 

Lots of derelic t 
land  and build ings 
 

Lac k of trees and 
landsc ap ing on 
new development 
housing 
 

Remova l of Town 
Ha ll sc a ffold ing – 
soon 
 

Grea t old  build ing 
poorly ma inta ined  
 

Demolition of 
some important 
build ings in the 
town 
 

Planning ignore 
listed  sta tus for 
exped ienc y 
 

Loc a l views on 
p lanning a re 
ignored  
 

Our high sc hool 
should  be built as 
p romised 8 yea rs 
ago 
 

Use of build ing 
ma teria ls in 
keep ing with the 
a rea  – stone 
 

Lac k of p lanning 
c onc ern for 
Todmorden’s 
Conserva tion Area 
 

Destruc tion of 
historic  build ings 
 

Lac k of 
c onsulta tion with 
loc a l residents 
rega rd ing c urb  
lowering on 
residentia l streets 
 

New build ings on 
green fie lds when 
mills a re being 
demolished  that 
c ould  have been  
used  for houses 
 

Todmorden c ould  
easily be spoiled 
by misguided 
p lanning 
 

The new hea lth 

new build ings – 
ug ly 
 

Poor ma intenanc e 
of some housing 
by p riva te renta l 
owners 
 

Peop le renting on 
benefits, no 
enc ouragement to 
integra te into 
soc ia l housing 
 

Need a  review of 
a ffordab le rura l 
housing 
 

Many examp les of 
poor design of 
dwellings 
 

Tod is vulnerab le 
to spec ula tive 
builders 
 

Huge need for 
a ffordab le soc ia l 
housing 
 

Bad ly designed 
new 
developments 
demonstra ting 
weak and  
unamb itious 
p lanning dep t 
 

New houses being 
put up  with little 
c onc ern for 
infrastruc ture 
 

Massive buy up of 
terraced housing 
by p riva te renta ls – 
these a re poorly 
ma inta ined  
 

New housing is 
designed to hide 
behind  ta ll wa lls – 
not integra ted  
 
 

inc onsistent 
interp reta tion of 
polic ies 
 

Counc il does not 
listen to the 
peop le of  
 

Todmorden’s views 
 

Not happy tha t 
paedophiles a re 
being rehoused  
here 
 

Counc il listens but 
doesn’ t change its 
views or ac tions 
 

Poor supervision of 
p lanning 
transgressions in 
the town 
 

Poor enforcement 
reg ime 
 

LDF p roposa l to 
inc rease new 
housing by 20% 
 

Not being listened  
to 
 

Counc il’s lac k of 
understand ing of 
the na ture of 
c ommunity 
 

How muc h money 
the Counc il wastes 
on these p lanning 
‘c onsulta tions’  
 

Politic s without 
c ommunity input 
 

Consulta tions 
often lip  servic e to 
muzzle loc a l 
opposition 
sc hemes 
 

Ca lderda le rea lly 
does seem to end 
a t Hebden Bridge 
 

More loca l c ontrol 
in dec isions 
a ffec ting the town 
 

How little notic e 
the Counc il takes 
of loc a l views on 
p lanning 
 

No democ rac y 
 

A lack of voic e 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lac k of reta il 
stra tegy for the 
upper va lley 
 

Ra tes for 
businesses a re too 
high, it destroys 
businesses and  is 
why shops open 
then shut down in 
18 months to 2 
yea rs 
 

Too many roller 
shutters on shops 
 

Need to 
enc ourage a  
sensib le night time 
ec onomy 
 

Markets mid -week 
a re not full of sta lls 
 

Over-p ric ed  sta ll 
ra tes – need to 
enc ourage sma ll 
businesses 
 

Lac k of investment 
in the market 
 

Better support for 
market and sma ll 
shops 
 

Fa ilure to rea lise 
va lue of loc a l 
reta ilers 
 

More 
enc ouragement 
for sma ll shops in 
the c entre of Tod  
 

Better use of 
market in evenings 
– a lways lit up  
 

The Fac tory Shop  – 
it’s rubb ish 
 

Tod is likely to 
bec ome 
supermarket a lley 
 

Too many 
supermarkets 
 

Influx of 
supermarkets 
 

Not happy tha t 
new supermarkets 
a re trying to 
musc le their way in 
 

Another 
supermarket is a  
huge c onc ern 
 

Supermarkets will 
kill the market 
 

I’m c oncerned  
that supermarkets 
will flood  the town 
and we ’ ll have five 
stores 
 

I’m c oncerned  
there ’ ll be no 
adequa te pa rking 
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c entre is a  waste 
of money – it’s too 
lavish 
 

Pubs shutting 
down 
 

Not enough nic e 
welc oming pubs 

for c a rs c oming 
into supermarkets 
 

New supermarkets 

 
 

Community & 
facilities 

Education & 
Employment 

Tourism Young people Roads & 
transport 

Make better use 
of Town Ha ll – 
should  be a  
c ommunity asset 
 

Not rec ognising 
c ommunity p ride 
 

Very elderly 
peop le don’ t get 
enough support 
from the town e.g . 
o ld  peop le’ s 
homes 
 

Too many peop le 
c ritic ise events 
held  for young 
peop le e.g. 
Tod fest 
 

Not enough c o-
ord ina tion 
between loca l 
c ommunity groups 
 

No c ommunity 
c entre  
 

Threa t to 
Todmorden lib ra ry 
 

Loss of servic es in 
Tod 
 

Cut backs to fire, 
ambulance, 
polic e 
 

Bus fa res a re 
rid ic ulously high 
 
Cost for use of 
pub lic  to ilets, one 
and only! 
 

Town centre night 
c lub  needs more 
c ontrol a t turn out 
time 
 
 
 
 
 

Under use of Tod 
College 
 

Destruc tion of 
further educ ation 
opportunities in 
Community College 
 

Need to develop 
adult educa tion 
fac ilities 
 

Not enough evening 
c lasses for adults 
 

Need a  new sc hool 
a t Sca itc liffe 
 

Poor secondary 
sc hool – Todmorden 
High (qua lity of 
build ing and 
educa tion) 
 

Delays to renovation 
of Todmorden High 
Sc hool 
 

Shoc king build ings 
a t Tod  High 
 

Poor qua lity of Tod  
High Sc hool build ing 
 

Need more 
emp loyment 
opportunities – not 
just servic e or 
supermarket jobs 
 

Not enough work 
opportunities 
 

Too many dead -legs 
hanging about – 
boozing, sp itting etc  
 

Shortage of 
emp loyment 
opportunities 
 

High p roportion of 
unemp loyed / highest 
p roportion of 
d isab led  peop le in 
Ca lderda le – how 
a re these groups 
being assisted  
 

More sma ll units for 
c ottage industries 

Threa ts to g reen 
fie ld  sites 
 

Poor ma intenanc e 
of sc ruffy cana l 
banks 
 

Too many end -of-
road boozers 
(pubs) 
 

Lac k of c lea r 
information on 
loc a l offerings 
 

LDF p roposa l to 
bec ome a  
p rinc ipa l town 
 

No rea l investment 
in tourism in Tod 
 

Tourism 
Informa tion Offic e 
should  be ac tively 
p romoting the 
town 
 

No dec ent hotel 
 

Fa ilure to develop  
the asset of the 
c ana l 
 

Lac k of use of 
c ana l and view as  
an asset – no 
ac tivity excep t 
pa ths 
 

No good  hotels for 
c onference 
fac ilities 
 

No input into loc a l 
tourism 
 

Lac k of investment 
in c ana l – a  ma jor 
asset 
 
 
 
 
 

Fera l youth in 
some a reas of 
town 
 

More fac ilities to 
dea l w ith ASB for 
young peop le 16 – 
25 
 

Need fac ilities for 
young peop le’ s 
needs 
 

Young peop le 
should  be 
involved in 
dec ision making 
 

Lac k of fac ilities 
for young peop le 
 

Shortage of 
opportunities for 
sc hool leavers 
 

No supported  
housing for young 
peop le or peop le 
with menta l hea lth 
issues in the town 
 

Lac k of 
opportunity for 
teenagers – 
re la ted to 
educa tion /  FE 
 
 

Poor road  link to 
Ha lifax 
 

Travelling  down 
the va lley – routes 
out and  into 
Todmorden a re 
very congested  
 

Lac k of c o-
ord ina tion 
between 
highways and  
utilities c reates 
havoc  on va lley 
roads 
 

Tra ffic  c ongestion 
on A646 and  
A6033 
 

Tra ins stopp ing too 
ea rly in the 
evenings 
 

Tra ins used to stop 
a t Wa lsden whic h 
made travelling  
easier – but no 
longer 
 

Transport needs to 
be more 
a ffordab le 
 

Poor tra in lines 
and very 
c rammed and  
delayed tra ins to 
Leeds and  
Manc hester 
 

I’m c oncerned  
the roads will not 
be adequa te for 
the influx of tra ffic  
 

Lac k of tra ffic  
c a lming on ‘ ra t 
runs’  
 

 
Sustainable 
energy 

Parking Flooding Culture 

Wind  fa rms 
 

No support of 

Peop le doub le pa rking on sides 
of roads or doub le yellow lines 
by cash points 

Automatic  flood 
a llevia tion that is 
c ontrolled  loc a lly 

Lac k of c inema – a rts 
events, things to 
engage youth 
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loc a l genera tion 
of energy 
 

No support for 
a lterna tive 
energ ies 

Cost of pa rking in Tod town 
c entre 
 

Pa id  pa rking in Tod town centre 
– free pa rking for two hours 
would  be better 
 

Too muc h foc us on need ing 
more pa rking and not enough 
on wa lking 
 

More pa rking needed for 
shopp ing/ lib ra ry/ le isure 

Flood  c ontrols in Centre 
Va le Park to be 
ma inta ined  loca lly 
 

Flood ing is still an issue 
 

Key holder for 
floodgates to live in Tod  
– not down the va lley 
 

No investment in 
c ultura l industries from 
c ounty or Ca lderda le 

 
 
4  Associated negative impacts 
 

Democracy, involvement in 
planning, running town 

Shops & Town Centre Transport 

Powerless 
 

Frustra ted  
 

Underva lued 
 

Worried  about top down 
dec isions 
 

Worried  about Ha lifax imposed  
dec isions on Tod and  qua lity of 
life 
 

Tod the forgotten town – a ll 
a ttention g iven to Hebden 
Bridge 
 

Counc il not fo llowing up  what 
they say makes me frustra ted  
 

The p lac e isn’ t p rosperous 
enough 
 

We don’ t feel we have a  voic e 
 

Dec isions taken a t Ha lifax is a  
c ause of anger and despa ir 
 

Due to not being c onsulted  this 
made me feel like I wanted to 
move away 
 

No more quangos p lease 
 

Wha t do Ha lifax Counc illors rea lly 
know about Todmorden 
 

Frustra ted that democ rac y is a  
sham 
 

Give power to the loc a l peop le 
 

If Todmorden is spoiled I w ill 
leave 
 

Not being listened  to makes me 
angry and  a ffec ts my hea lth 
 

Want to move elsewhere 
 

Conc erned about c entra lised  
dec isions tha t don ’ t take loc a l 
op inions into ac c ount 

Worry for loc a l trades with 
the build ing  of new 
supermarkets 
 

Dec ision about supermarkets 
– desp ite loc a l opposition – is 
d isempowering 
 

If Tod  bec omes a  
supermarket town and our 
loc a l trade d isappears I w ill 
look to move elsewhere 
 

Worried  about too many 
supermarkets destroying 
loc a l shops 
 

I va lue the food sta lls on the 
market and worry the 
supermarkets will kill this off 
 

Worrying about supermarkets 
being built – conc erns me for 
the future of my c hild  and 
loc a l food  supp lies 
 

Deep ly resent lavish support 
of Hebden Bridge and  poor 
support of Todmorden 
 

Conc ern tha t if supermarkets 
take over then it w ill kill loc a l 
food movement whic h is the 
future of an unstab le world  
 

Lac k of reta il stra tegy 
threa tens the heart of our 
market town 
 
 
 
 

Too muc h time is sent c ommuting – 
rush hour now sta rts a t 7.30am 
 

No Todmorden Curve – I work in 
Blac kburn 
 

Last tra in from Manc hester is 10.40 – 
too ea rly to go to events 
 

Ra il delays and genera l horrib le 
servic e makes staying here unviab le 
 

Too few c a rriages on tra ins makes the 
rush hour c ommute d iffic ult 
 

Tra ins stopp ing to ea rly, stopp ing visits 
to Square Chapel, Theatre etc . Not 
possib le without a  c a r. 
 

Commuting in/ out of Todmorden is 
VERY stressful espec ia lly c oming 
through Hebden Bridge and their 
‘wonderful’  tra ffic  c a lming system 
 

Long hours c ommuting out of town for 
job  means I c an’ t ac c ess loc a l shops 
midweek 
 

Conc erned about older, fra iler 
vulnerab le peop le and lac k of 
transport fac ilities 
 

Lac k of good  transport links to Burnley, 
Blac kpool, Huddersfie ld  necessita ting 
c a r travel 
 

Have you tried  d riving to Ha lifax la te ly 
in the morning? 
 

Disab led  ac c ess in town and  a t sta tion 
very poor 
 

Commuting to Manchester every day 
is stressful and  often frustra ting  
 

Can’ t get to work by tra in. I would  
have to go to Hebden Bridge – this 
would  take 2 hours 
 

The transport system for Ha lifax is not 
inc lusive – left out Tod , feel vulnerab le 

 

Quality of life Planning  Community Facilities 
Worrying about losing green 
spaces makes me very 
c onc erned about qua lity of 
life 
 

Big  c ultura l offer in Hebden 
Bridge makes me jea lous of 

Vac ant and run down sites 
g ive town a  bad  image 
and perc ep tions 
 

No c o-ord ina ted vision for 
the town centre 
 

Very c oncerned  about the loss of the 
c ommunity c entre – was a  good  p lac e for 
men to meet 
 

Lac k of c ultura l heritage i.e. a  museum and 
a rt ga llery 
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not living there 
 

I fea r I w ill lose qua lity of life 
 

I rea lly do not enjoy rid ing 
through dog muc k on my 
b ike on c ana l bank 
 

Lots of ta lk but no serious 
a ttempt to do anything 
about dog fouling 
 

Feelings of anger and  
frustra tion a t sta te of 
footpaths 
 

Lac k of ma intenanc e makes 
the p lac e look sc ruffy and 
unc ared for 
 
 
 
 
 

The unstab le nature of the 
c ountryside, hillsides a re 
not taken into ac c ount 
when authorising build ings 
and p lanning 
 

New housing doesn’ t fit in 
and makes  it feel like a  
nondesc rip t p lac e – 
dep ressing 
 

Ca lderda le doesn’ t fo llow 
through  - knoc k down 
build ings on Ha lifax Rd  and 
Rose St and leave behind 
derelic t sites 
 

There may not be a  reason for our c hild ren to 
stay in Todmorden 
 

I’m worried about losing loc a l fac ilities like 
the lib ra ry/ market as I enter retirement and 
having to rely on d riving out of town 
 

Loss of c ommunity g ives reason to leave 
 

Pubs c losing – be lost forever. Community 
c ould  become c losed off – a  conc ern to my 
future 
 

Ca fé fac ilities a t ra il sta tion – none a t p resent 
 

Cheaper a lc ohol from supermarkets destroys 
loc a l pubs whic h a re over taxed  
 

No padd ling fac ilities in the pa rk 
 

Wha t a  shamb les the town c entre Post 
Offic e looks like to visitors (first impression) 
 

Founta in in the pa rk should  be put bac k in 
working order 

 

Young people, jobless, drunks 
 

Flooding Education 
Boozing men make me feel 
unsa fe a t night 
 

There a re lots of peop le of 
working age with nothing to do. 
They need manua l jobs 
 

The c ynic ism of many young 
peop le worries me. Young 
peop le need  to feel wanted with 
app rop ria te emp loyment 
opportunities 
 

Job less inac tive peop le, 
exc essive d rinking in town – I’m 
worried  about the hea lth of the 
popula tion 
 

Low key polic ing in the evenings 
makes me worry about the sa fety 
of my young teenagers 

I c an’ t get home when it floods 
 

Feel sorry for the peop le living 
near the river every time it c huc ks 
it down for days 
 

I worry about getting  home every 
time it ra ins heavily 
 

Feel very upset when floods 
happen – see how the c hild ren 
who live near the river have 
nightmares and a re terrified  of 
the wa ter flood ing them aga in 

No new High Sc hool w ill make 
peop le move out of the town 
 

Further educa tion needs have to 
be ac cessed  out of town 
 

Poor/ va riab le qua lity of 
sec ondary sc hool means many 
c hild ren go to grammar sc hools 
11 – 12 miles away everyday 
 

Conc ern over qua lity of Tod High 
may lead  to our family moving, 
and may p revent peop le from 
moving to Tod  

 

5  Wishes for the future 

We would like a 
lovely sustainable 
town 

Grea ter use of hyd ro elec tric ity 

I w ish Todmorden was a  green va lley 

I w ish Todmorden was powered by hyd ro elec tric ity 

I w ish we bec ame a self suffic ient town 

I w ish Tod were c a r fee 

I w ish the Ha lifax Rd  site will be a  beautiful p lac e with growing a reas, a  c ommunity 
site and  a  green hotel w ith a  turf roof and  goats grazing on it  
 

I w ish for a ll the spa re fie lds to bec ome orc ha rds and forest ga rdens p rovid ing food  
to make the town self susta ining  in food  
 

Wouldn’ t it be great if we c ould  ha rness the power of wa ter 

I w ish for sola r panels in every suitab le build ing and  no more wind  fa rms 

I w ish we lived  here c omp letely susta inab le – loca l grown food, a lterna tive energy 

For the remova l of existing wind fa rms 

Wouldn’ t it be great if we a ll shopped loc a lly 

I w ish for a ll the old  mill wa ter systems to be powering hyd ro elec tric  sc hemes to  
p rovide loc a l e lec tric ity 
 

Wouldn’ t it be great if the sewage works were c leaned  by reed  beds that we 
c ould  p ic nic  besides 
 

I w ish politic ians would  rea lise tha t hyd ro power would  be better loc a lly and  less 
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visua lly intrusive 
 

I w ish for a  muc h inc reased degree of self suffic ienc y 

Wouldn’ t it be great of we had  renewab le energy 

I w ish for the abolition of the interna l c ombustion eng ine  

If only Tod  bec ame a c entre for a lternative energy industries & tec hnology 

Good cultural 
stimulus, 
environment and 
leisure 

I w ish Tod were the mounta in b ike c ap ita l of the North West 

Wouldn’ t it be great of Bamsc he Square was re -developed as a  green space and  
le isure a ttrac tion 
 

I w ish for the development of leisure and  tourism emp loyment 

I w ish ¾ of signage c ould  be removed 

Pedestrian Zone from Town Ha ll towards Burnley up  to c inema build ing  

Free short stay c a r pa rking in centre 

If only a  good  set of owners took over The Golden Lion and  got rid  of gamb ling 
mac hines and  served  good  a le and  food  
 

I w ish for ac c ess to green spa ce 

Clean and  p leasant spaces in town to sit 

For Tipside to be used for pub lic  amenity 

I hope our b rown fie ld  sites a re open nature reserves 

I w ish for a  le isure industry based  on assets and  history of Upper Ca lder Va lley 

I w ish Tod had  a  cultura l and  music  venue for live bands 

Wouldn’ t it be great if we had a  marina  

Town Ha ll to bec ome a  cultura l c entre 

If only the lib ra ry c ould  be expanded  and linked to a  c ultura l centre  

I w ish there were more c ultura l offers and  more evening c lasses 

I w ish for rec reation fac ilities for the elderly 

I w ish for more emphasis on c ultura l aspec ts of c ommunity 

John Fielden sta tue bac k where he belongs 

Fac ilities to hold  la rge events 

Good  cultura l and le isure fac ilities a t a ffordab le p ric es 

If only business development fund ing c reated  an a rtists qua rter a longside Water St 

Wouldn’ t it be great of we had  a  c inema  

I w ish Tod Park was still the same size and will not be built on 

I w ish there was another b ig event or three like the agric ultura l show and  the 
c a rniva l 

National recognition I w ish Tod was known na tiona lly for its heritage and c ha rac ter 

I w ish Todmorden was marketed  p roperly to outsiders 

Lovely community to 
live in 

Good  community centre and  ac tivities 

I w ish for another Ac orn Centre up and  running 

Wouldn’ t it be great if we a ll c ontributed  to a  c ommunity centre of some kind  

I w ish Tod reta ins its community sp irit and identity 

I w ish for opportunities for the genera tions to integra te 

Loc a l fac ilities for ind ividua ls and  groups 

If only pa rents rea lised younger peop le shouldn ’ t be out on the streets a t 11pm 

Of only residents c ould  be compelled  to keep  their b it of street c lean 

For the whole of Tod  to be stone c leaned (as in the rest of Yorkshire) 

Working loca lly, p rovid ing servic es for the town 

I w ish for security and  a  sa fe p lac e to live 

For serious and extensive tree p lanting in town and  on certa in hillsides 

I w ish our derelic t sites a re refurb ished  

If only pub lic  rea lm a reas were c lean and  well looked a fter 

It would  be grea t if there were minimum standards for ma intenanc e of p riva tely 
owned housing 
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Wouldn’ t it be great if town c entre waste land was developed  usefully 

I hope the green spaces survive into the next two dec ades 

I w ish loc a l shoppers would  become more responsib le re sa les of a lc ohol 

I w ish for ac c ess to green spac e 

It would  be nic e if there were some green scenery 

Tourism I w ish tha t no more build ings of loc a l historic  importanc e a re a llowed  to fa ll into 
d isrepa ir and derelic tion 
 

Wouldn’ t it be great of the heritage of this p lace was done justic e  

Need to c hange the shopp ing dynamic s, opening times 

Wouldn’ t it be great of tourists c ame to Tod  

If only peop le outside Todmorden knew where Todmorden was 

Wouldn’ t it be great if we estab lished  a  tourism hub  in Ca lderda le  

Green wa lks ac cessib le to wheelc ha irs and pushcha irs 

New hotel and  c onference fac ilities 

I w ish for a  museum and  an a rt ga llery to make aware of the history of Tod  and its 
c ulture to be more a ttrac tive for tourists 
 

I w ish loc a l peop le would  ac tua lly wa lk into and  use loc a l a rt ga lleries – on Water 
Street, Pla tform One etc  
 

For a  Marina, reta il and  le isure development on Ha lifax Rd  

If only we could  be p rosperous enough to  enjoy the qua lity of life of southern towns 
 

Wouldn’ t it be great of Todmorden c an develop a  suc cessful ec onomy and  
reputa tion for qua lity loc a l food  marketed na tiona lly to a ttrac t visitors 
 

If only the c ana l is developed as a  heritage tourist a ttrac tion 

Promote a rea  for tourism – Stood ly Pike is in Tod , not Hebden Bridge 

Ha lifax Road site a  suc c essful marina  /  shopp ing comp lex 

I w ish for a  museum 

I w ish for green tourism in the a rea  

I would  like to see exp loita tion of ‘c rad le of industria l revolution ’  theme 

Tourism has been developed  p roperly 

I w ish IET and green industries will lead  to p rosperity for the town 

The market has been refurb ished  

Successful  local 
businesses 

If only there was no Asda  where the nice old  c inema was 

Wouldn’ t it be great if loca l shops were helped  and enc ouraged by fa irer ra tes 
ra ther than choked to dea th 
 

Wouldn’ t it be great if the town had  pubs in 20 yea rs 

I w ish shop keepers would  look a fter their build ings 

I w ish for loc a l trade and  loc a l food  

Night markets in summer months – good meeting p lace 

I hope I can still shop  in a  loc a l market 

I w ish a ll vac ant shop  units were taken up  

Develop the town c entre to inc lud e sta rter units, high end reta il outlets and  qua lity 
restaurants 
 

Sma ll loc a l businesses survive the threa t from b ig  business e.g. supermarkets 

Good  range of loca l emp loyment opportunities 

Wouldn’ t it be great of there were good  loca l emp loyment opportunit ies for 
younger peop le 
 

I w ish peop le were enc ouraged  to work loc a lly e.g . loc a l residents p rioritised for 
loc a l jobs 
 

I w ish good  sized  emp loyers were a ttrac ted to Todmorden. Not just Asda  

I w ish there were more opportunities in the town for young peop le in 20 yea rs 

Local democracy Independence for Todmorden UDI 

I w ish this meeting will have a  lasting legac y! 
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I w ish there was a  loc a lly elec ted  and funded  Counc il 

I w ish to be in c ontrol of our agendas ourselves 

I w ish to have loc a l redevelopment dec ided a t  loc a l level 

Planners had  been held  in c hec k by loca l op inion 

There is evidenc e tha t loc a l peop le were listened to and  the Counc il c hanged  
their p lans to take their views into ac c ount 
 

If only Ha lifax and Ca lderda le would  stop interfering then Todmorden c ould  
develop its tourist industry 
 

I w ish Tod to bec ome a Ca lderda le free zone 

I w ish there would  be an awareness in Ca lderda le tha t Todmorden feels 
marg ina lised  
 

The LDF needs to recognise the importanc e of Tod ’s loc a l food movement as a  
key feature of the  town’s future 
 

Dec isions rega rd ing a ll p lanning were made a t a  loc a l level 

I w ish for a  democ ra tic  soc iety 

If only p lanners understood c ommunity 

Wouldn’ t it be great if Todmorden c ould  veto dec isions made by Ca lderda le tha t 
a ffec t the town 
 

Self governing in a ll loc a l matters 

I w ish the imba lance between Ha lifax and Todmorden was reset in our favour 

Decent housing For an amb itious effec tive p lanning reg ime to insist on high standards of design 
and making 
 

If only housing requirements were linked to needs, like ageing popula tion, not 
p rofits 
 

I w ish new housing was built to a  high standard  

I w ish some of the horrib le new housing would  fa ll down and older p roperties 
refurb ished  
 

Use derelic t /  b rown fie ld  sites for ac cessib le, a ffordab le, soc ia l housing  

Good local schools New high sc hool up  and running  

Adult educ a tion extended  

I w ish loc a l c hild ren went to school in the loca l a rea to a  good sc hool 

It would  be grea t if Tod had  a  good qua lity high sc hool 

I w ish there were more food  and  nutrition based c ourses a t Todmorden College 
and High Sc hool 

Transport links I w ish the ra ilway links were more swift and  numerous in c ontac t w ith c ity centres 

I w ish there was a  by-pass (p lura l) that would  take tra ffic  a round  the town centre  

Wouldn’ t it be great if there was frequent, re liab le pub lic  transport a round  a ll the  
living a reas of Tod to link into the town centre 
 

The Burnley Loop reopened 

I w ish for good  pub lic  transport 

Faster transport links 

Through tra ins to Burnley without having to go  to Hebden 

It would  be grea t if we had  more unadop ted roads adop ted  

I w ish there was a  free b ike sc heme 

Tunnel to avoid  Hebden Bridge bottle nec k 

I w ish bus fa res were c heaper 

Alternative to A646 developed  

 
6  Perceived impacts on wishes on quality of life  

Feeling Content 

Proud  and happy 

Relaxed and c ontent 

Sa tisfac tion that a ll is right w ith the town 
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Happy and  content 

Alive 

In c ontrol of my life 

Well 

Blissfully happy 

At home 

Useful 

Proud  to be made in Tod  

Apprec ia tion for living in suc h a  lovely a rea  

Wholesome and fit 

Wea lthy and hea lthy 

Comfortab le 

Amazed 

Hea lthy 

Empowered : bec ause the Counc il listened  and  made our town a good p lace to 
live and  visit 
 

Fulfilled  

Happy to be a live and  hea lthy 

Happy and  content 

Ca lm 

Happy 

Relaxed and unstressed  

Content 

Thinking/ Saying That this meeting  sta rted  the ba ll ro lling  

How muc h friend lier it is, wha t a  grea t sma ll c ommunity 

Glad  I stayed  living in the town 

Well done us Todd ies 

My lifestyle is c a rbon-free 

Sma ll towns a re beautiful 

Our Counc il does us p roud 

Todmorden is a  p lac e where loc a l peop le make a  d ifferenc e 

Good  market 

Visit Tod  and  find out wha t it has to offer 

You haven’ t got hills like ours 

We ’ re sa fe here from a ll the floods tha t a re c overing the majority of the south ea st 
and east 
 

Wha t an a ttrac tive town 

Did  you see tha t fea ture about Tod on the BBC last night? 

We have a  good qua lity of life in Todmorden 

Wha t a  supportive environment for young peop le  

I love living in Todmorden 

The tra ins run on time 

I’m glad I moved to Tod  

Tod is as lovely now as anywhere in the world  when its not ra ining 

Cheaper than Sussex 

Wha t do you think about that proposa l for a  6th supermarket? 

The ra in is refreshing! (honest) 

Doing Still pa rtic ipating in Tod life 

Ea t loc a l c heese 

Attend  loca l government meetings 

I w ill have enough pension to keep  warm, ea t well and have a  good p lace to live 
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Passing on my knowledge of p lants and herbs to my grandchild ren 

I’ ll be looking a fter and  seeing my grandchild ren – my c hild ren will have wanted  to 
stay in the town 
 

Visiting  the heritage tra il 

Still lea rning and  doing new things to keep  me hea lthy 

Working 

Wa lking on new green pa ths in the hills 

Shopp ing in the market 

Enjoying life 

Soc ia lising  

Shopp ing and ea ting well 

Sa t in a  nic e pub d rinking beer from a  Tod  b rewery 

Be hea lthy and  ab le to app rec ia te the lovely va lley 

Taking pa rt in c ommunity events 

Working loca lly 

Enjoying loca l le isure fac ilities 

Travelling  into town b y bus to enjoy shopp ing, meeting friends and the loc a l c ulture  

Running a  good business, viab ly – supporting loc a l workers 

I w ill be involved in loc a l c ultura l life 

I w ill be happy to ra ise my c hild ren here 

Bec ome involved in loca l groups  

Sa t by the new marina  feed ing the duc ks with grea t grandc hild ren 

Show our world  famous axolotl b reed ing group to tourists from Japan 

Wa lking, visiting  theatre, c inema and shopp ing a t Asda 

I w ill be using loc a lly p roduc ed elec tric ity from hyd ro elec tric  

Looking a fter my ga rden and  tuning into the natura l environment a round  me  

I w ill be 90 yea rs old  and  hope to still be ab le to enjoy the new/ old  Todmorden 

Hopefully wa lking to town centre – cha t w ith loc a l peop le, shop , relax and wa lk 
home 
 

Enjoying new town c entre fac ilities 

Enjoying the unb lemished views 

I’ ll be using renewab le energy 

Shopp ing on foot in the revita lised market 

I’ ll p robab ly be working (67) and  hopefully hea lthy 

Transport links improved taking me less time to travel 

Seeing A c lean and  well developed  town centre  

A decent c ommunity c entre 

The c ana l restored  and muc h used  

An a ttrac tive and  well ma inta ined town c entre  

Clean paths by the c ana l and  hea lthy, happy c hild ren 

Clean, p rosperous town 

Looking a t the new High Sc hool build ing a t last! 

Green 

A thriving loca l town 

Lots of happy old  peop le 

A thriving, happy community 

Diverse and interesting shops 

Clean paths and lovely pa rks and  ga rdens 

The loc a l axolotls 

Happy, hea lth and  content peop le 

Seeing the hills and  the wild life  
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A self suffic ient town 

Seeing an unc hanged, unspoiled hillside and loc a l spaces reta ined  

No wind fa rms or unsightly housing  

All the best shops, market and build ings a re p reserved  and  put to new uses where 
approp ria te 
 

The moors a re not overwhelmed  with wind fa rms 

Busy town, lots of peop le 

A buzzing loca l market 

Friend ly peop le 

A c lean c ana l and tow pa th 

Lots of bees 

Peop le ac ting with respec t to one another 

Tourists interested in industria l heritage 

The town centre has a  c ultura l c entre 

No c a r pa rks 

Ac c ess points for elec tric  c a rs 

Countryside is still g reen and  p leasant; ac c essib le pa ths a long va lley floors 

A new high school build ing  

Lots of green visib le from a ll a reas in town 

 

7 Suggested positive actions 

KEEP Centre Va le Park – no taking b its off 

Keep and expand the sports centre fac ilities 

The pa rk tidy 

Park as it is and p reserve the wood land  a round it 

The market viab le for sta ll holders 

Support Todmorden’s ec onomic , c ommunity and environmenta l p rosperity 
through backing Inc red ib le Ed ib le Todmorden. This c ould  p rovide the bac kbone 
for Todmorden’s future. 
 

Existing market and shopp ing fac ilities 

The market and loc a l food p roduc tion 

The site ad jacent to Hea lth Centre for a  marina development 

Older build ings inc lud ing loc a l terraces, enc ourage house owners to ma inta in 

Loc a l trade, loc a l food  

Keep up support for loca l c ommunity groups 

Parks, market, historic  build ings c lean 

Our p resent popula tion size 

Keep the rec yc ling polic y, but make loc a l c ollec tion systems more effic ient 

Housing /  popula tions the same 

The market in good  heart 

Everything except derelic t land  

The market 

Inc red ib le Ed ib le Tod 

Todmorden’s p resent c ha rac ter 

Keep the market 

Keep green, we va lue them, esp . green ‘ lung ’  a reas 

Green fie ld  views from living a reas (a rea  a round  Tod – landsc ape of spec ia l 
interest spac es in p resent p lanning terms) 
 

The lib ra ry 
STOP /  LOSE The p roposa l for Sa insbury 

Not too many supermarkets 
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All w ind fa rms 

Charg ing for pa rking 

The dec ay of the market ha ll – have it listed  

Fly tipp ing 

Stop  a llowing new housing to turn its back on ma in roads, behind  ug ly stone wa lls 
and fenc es 
 

Enc ourag ing ‘drift’  of unemp loyed / d isenfranc hised into poor qua lity housing  

Dog d irt on pavement (fine peop le /  c onfisc a te dogs) 

Big  supermarkets 

Property owners who let p roperty fa ll in d isrepa ir 

Supermarkets 

Dog fouling and  littering – introduc e pena lties 

Stop p lanning permission for more supermarkets /  la rge reta ilers in the town 

Lose supermarkets 

Wind  fa rms 

Stop any further wind fa rm development – use hyd ro 

Stop dog fouling 

Attitude tha t the Counc il knows best 

CHANGE Utilise more spa re land  

Change p lanning approac h and  dec ision making p rocess on supermarkets to 
support loc a l reta il 
 

Demolish Cinderhill Mill – landscape empty sides 

Change a ttitude to tourism 

Dear Counc il – c hange your polic y of ignoring loc a l op inion 

Change the ra ilway link to a llow better flow of transport 

Change the build ing c urrently housing the Post Offic e – demolish and  rep lace 
with a  build ing with cha rac ter 
 

Civic  a ttitud e among c itizens. Pride in ga rdens, ya rds etc  

Change peop le ’s negative a ttitudes to any developments or c hanges in the 
town 
 

Change your rules of top -down dec ision making 

Reliance on c a r transport 

Change your polic y on p lanning la rge reta il outlets – we don’ t want them 

Centra l Post Offic e build ing c omp lex 

Planning polic y on supermarkets and  la rge trade outlets 

Counc il’s a ttitude on what loca l peop le say – a llow Counc il to c hange its mind  

Old  mills into modern industria l units 

Profile of Tod  na tiona lly and internationa lly 
ADD Green industries 

Burnley Loop  

High sc hool 

Marina  

Green energy genera tion 

A historic a l /  industria l museum 

An a rt ga llery 

Adop t and  urban design polic y and  stic k to it 

More opportunities for emp loyers in manufac turing  

More tourism 

Loc a l c ommunity sc hemes to extrac t hyd ro -elec tric ity from surround ing 
wa terways and g ive c oopera tive ownership  to loc a l investors 
 

More fund ing for c ommunity for c ommunity schemes and peop le  

Take enforcement ac tion on Sec tion 215 to tidy land or improve ug ly build ings 
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A marina  /  mixed  use development a rea  

Add  opportunity for emp loyment and  decentra lisa tion of Counc il jobs to 
Todmorden 
 

Emp loyment sites, industry, susta inab le growth, c ommunity c entres, support 

App ly for a ll ava ilab le fund ing to regenera te the town 

Green tourism 

More fac ilities for loc a l industry and enterp rise on a  sma ll sca le  

Emp loyment to reta in young peop le 

Add or enhanc e c ultura l centres 

Hotel and c onferenc e fac ilities 

Sma ll industria l a ffordab le units built in c ha rac ter – nic e build ings 

Centra l c ommunity fac ility – better use of Town Ha ll 

Enc ourage investment in the town by being p ro-ac tive not reac tive 

Add  signific ant enc ouragement /  inc entives for loc a l sma ll businesses re lower 
sta rt-up business ra tes 
 

Cinema 
 


