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1. BIODIVERSITY IN CALDERDALE

1.1 Introduction

In 1992 the leaders from over 150 countries met in Rio de Janeiro. They met to
discuss growing environmental concerns arising from the recognition that o ur lifestyles are
destroying the natural processes on which we depend, such as the air we breathe, the water
we drink and the food we eat. Several important resolutions arose from this Summit
meeting; the main theme emerging was the need for sustainable d evelopment with
protection of the environment as an integral part.
The convention on Biological Diversity, signed by 153 countries at Rio, is seen as a major
step in achieving sustainability and emphasises that conservation of biodiversity needs to
be at t he heart of the policies which drive our economy.
The Government published a report  Biodiversity, the UK Action Plan in 1994 that set
out 59 steps to be taken to secure biodiversity in the UK, including the setting up of a
Steering Group to write a nationa lactionplan. B/ odi ver si t y, the UK St e
Report: Meeting the Rio Challenge  was published in December 1995 and was endorsed by
the Government in May 1996. That report, with its targets and actions, forms the basis for
the Biodiversity Action P lan (BAP) for Calderdale.
I n 2001 the first draft of Calderdal eds Natur
represents a revision and includes action plans for 5 Priority Habitats and 3 Priority
Species.

1.2 What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity is a term that became popular after the Rio Summit. It simply means the
variety of life that exists on the Earth in its various habitats, and the complex
relationships which occur between the various species. This includes us.

1.3 Why Maintain Biodiversity?

The variety of species and their inter  -relationships form a critical part of the natural
processes, which give us clean air and water and provide the basis for many of our
resources.

It has been found that small, seemingly unimportant species have a critical r ole to play
in the health of natural and managed habitats, including those within the urban landscape.
For example, certain fungi and small soil organisms play a major role in keeping woodlands
alive by breaking down dead plant material into its constitue  nt parts and recycling it to
living plants as food.

This variety of life is important in enabling the environment to recover from
catastrophes such as those caused by pollution. The more species involved in any system,
natural or managed, the less chance there is of them all being wiped out by any severe
disturbance to that system. This allows continuity of the vital processes necessary to
sustain life.
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Everything in life is interdependent on other species and we all live in balance with each
other. If 0 ne species tips the balance, and this includes us, natural processes will be
affected and will not be able to function properly or adjust to the change. This is why it is
so important to maintain biodiversity - even the smallest creature has a role to pla vy in life.

1.4 Why have a Local Biodiversity Action Plan for Calderdale?

Because all components of our wildlife are dependent upon each other in order to
survive, the conservation of biodiversity needs to be tackled at different levels:
- Internationally - this involves co -ordinating action to ensure that migratory species
continue to have access to sites providing food and shelter.
- Nationally - aim to maintain species that are not common in other countries.
- Locally - without local conservation none of the international or national objectives can
happen, although local BAPs also aim to protect species that are locally important and
distinctive.

The Government is very committed to conserving biodiversity. Local BAPs will provide a
major contribution to the delivery of the national targets, because ultimately it is at the
local level that habitats and species are lost or conserved.

Calderdale Council s Countrysi de anedordRabmgest r
the production and implementation of a BAP for Calderdale. Meetings were held in 1999 and
2002 to bring together individuals and organi sz
declines and committed to take action. As a result, there is widespread support for the
production and implem entation of a BAP for Calderdale.

The underlying principles of the Calderdale Biodiversity Action Plan are:

e implementation of the UK Action Plan in Calderdale

e protection _ of key habitats and the species which inhabit them

e identification of conservation  priorities , since focussed action is needed if we are to
address declines of wildlife

e targets that clearly identify what we are trying to achieve

e clear actions that identify the steps we need to take to meet the targets

¢ shared knowledge, because no one person or group has all the answers

e precaution, because the environment is a very complex system and we must be wary of
tinkering with a system of which we have insufficient knowledge

e surveying and monitoring to ensure that our actions will be the rig  ht actions to protect

and enhance the environment

partnership and co-operation, because together we can make a difference

Only through every individual and every sector of society acknowledging our
responsibility will we achieve our goal, which is to han d on to our children a world that is no
poorer than the one we inherited ourselves. This fits in closely with the Local Agenda 21
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process in which individual and community actions can contribute to a sustainable lifestyle in
which the retention of biodive rsity is an integral part of the process.

1.5 What makes Calderdale special?

Calderdale has a large and diverse array of habitats and, consequently, of species which
inhabit them. Indeed, it has often been said that the only feature the district lacks i sa
stretch of coastline. Biodiversity is all about this variety and is therefore especially
relevant to the Calderdale district and its inhabitants. Although lucky in having this
variety, it is essential that plans be put in place to safeguard its well being and continued
diversity. Many important habitats are under threat from various pressures, with even our
large expanses of upland moors not being immune. These are of international importance
for their range and numbers of breeding birds which is re cognised in that a large
proportion has been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),

Special Protection Area (SPA) and candidate Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

Because Calderdale is a hilly area with the main communication routes  through narrow
steep-sided valleys, there is an overall misconception that the district is well wooded. In
fact, the opposite is true with only 3% of Calderdale being tree -covered - well below the
national average. This places great importance on the wo ods we do have, especially the
small clough woodlands which hold valuable remnants of woodland plant and animal

communities. There may be no O6naturald | akes i

and old mill dams which can and do fulfil the functi  on. These are important refuges for
many species to maintain a foothold in the area but in many cases are vulnerable to
development or neglect.

All these habitats, and others, are linked by a common factor, they are subject to
increasing pressures from gr owing populations, industry and fragmentation - they are all in
danger. This makes even small patches of wild or unmanaged land of special value - arush
field, a disused farm pond, a n-alucandkawaegartanp e d
enhancing and maintaining the biodiversity of Calderdale.

1.6 What are the main threats to species and habitats?

pat c

loss or damage to long established habitats causing further fragmentation

neglect or inappropriate management of key habitats

natural succession eg scrub invasion of wetlands and bogs

loss of habitat due to developments such as road building, housing, industrial
developments, open-cast extraction of soft and hard rock

inappropriate use of areas for amenity use

over-intensively managed open spaces

human impact and disturbance, litter, dumping, vandalism, erosion of moorland etc.
planting of trees in inappropriate places

intensive agricultural practices including drainage, river bank management, over grazing
pollution of freshwater resou rces, including nitrate run -off
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A contamination of groundwater from disused mines

A uncontrolled spread of introduced species such as Japanese knotweed and Himalayan
balsam

A climatic change involving weather patterns, temperature increases and effects fr om
ozone depletion

A lack of appropriate information or data on species and habitats.

1.7 Timescale of the Plan

Although most targets within the plan have been set for 2010, it cannot be over
emphasised that the present plan is the beginning of a long pro  cess to protect and enhance
Cal derdal eds biological diversity. Cal der dal ec
evolving programme in which details will be revised in response to new information and data.
It should be stressed again that the prese  nt plan is only a first step towards conserving
our wildlife and it is to be monitored and revised as further data and information become
available. It is intended to add new Species and Habitat Action Plans to the BAP on an
annual basis, and to conduct a comprehensive review of the entire BAP and to reassess
priorities in 2010.

The plan co-ordinator welcomes all comments and suggestions, which will be considered
in future revisions.
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2. HABITAT ACTION PLANS

2.1 How the habitats were selected

In2002or gani sati ons with an overall perspective o0f
They were asked to identify the habitats most in need of conservation action. Regional
habitat priorities were also identified eg. Scrub.

Factors that were considered were:

National importance

Value to threatened wildlife
Level of threat

Opportunity for action

As a result the following Priority Habitats were agreed:

Ancient trees * (Regional)

Blanket bog * (National)

Canals * (Regional)

Fens (National)

Flushes (Regional)

Hedgerows * (National)

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland * (National)
Ponds and lakes (National)

Reedbeds (National)

Rivers and streams * (Regional)

Scrub (Regional)

Unimproved grasslands * (Regional)

Upland heathland * (National)

Upland oakwood * (National )

Wet woodland * (National)

Urban - Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importance * (Regional)

Habitat Action Plans have been prepared for t hc
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2.2 Format of the Habitat Action Plans

The format of the action plans closely follows that used by the UK BAP and adopted by
several Local BAPs:

National
A description of the status of the habitat on a UK level.

Regional

A description of the status of the habitat on a regional level. The region may be the
Yorkshire and Humber Region or a more appropriate area such as West Yorkshire or
the South Pennines Natural Area.

Local
A description of the status of the habitat on a Calderdale level.

Current factors causing loss or decline
Those factors negatively affecting the habitat in Calderdale

Current Action
Examples of actions that are being, or have recently been, performed

Legal Status
A description of legislation affecting the habitat.

Priority Species
Those Calderdale Priority Species associated with the habitat.

Targets

Goals to maintain and enhance the habitat at a sustainable level by 2010. It is
recognised that some of the targets are aspirational (such as to ensure that all
wildlife sites are in an ecological favourable condition).

Actions

Specific actions that need to be take n to achieve the targets. It is recognised that
funding will be needed to ensure the full delivery of several actions. For each action
a Lead Partner is listed. This organisation will co -ordinate action and liaise with the
other partners listed to ensuret  hat the action is delivered.

Plan co- ordinator

A person, representing an organisation that will work with the BAP Co  -ordinator to
co-ordinate action and ensure that progress is made towards the delivery of the
targets.
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2.3 Ancient Trees

Introduction

The term ancient tree is one that is not capable of precise definition but it encompasses
trees defined by three guiding principles, as stated by the Ancient Tree Forum:

e Trees of interest biologically because of their age, size or condition

e Trees in the anc ient stage of their life (this may vary greatly e.g. birch trees
might be considered ancient after 50 years, oaks after several centuries)

e Trees that are old relative to others of the same species in the area

Ancient trees are not necessarily those thata  re native to the UK (or the local area). Non -
native species can be of equal or higher biodiversity and wildlife value.

An important feature of ancient trees is that they are often hollow or contain rotting
heartwood. Dead and decaying wood are essential f or many species, particularly saproxylic
invertebrates such as wood -living beetles and many species of fungi. A wide range of bird
species nest in tree cavities as do several bat species. Birds and bats are also more likely to
find prey in and around ancie nt trees, as they are particularly rich in invertebrates. Lichens
and other epiphytic plants also develop on ancient trees, as they tend to occur in conditions
that are stable over long periods of time.

Ancient trees are less likely to be actively managed  than in the past. Pollarding and

coppicing practices, which tend to prolong life and allow trees to reach old age, are now

much less common. Dead and decaying trees are more likely to be felled, due to modern

concerns with health and safetyand adesiret o 6ti dy upd the countrysi

Woodlands are often under threat from lack of appropriate management and this reduces
the chance of individual ancient trees developing.

Current Status

National

Britain is an important landscape within Europe due to the numb  er of ancient trees
surviving. Their occurrence across Britain however is patchy, with some areas having many
old trees and others few. They can occur in many habitats other than woodland, including
hedgerows, churchyards, orchards, village greens and urba n streets. The UKBAP has
produced a habitat action plan for lowland wood _pasture and parkland but there is no
specific HAP for ancient trees. Some individual ancient trees may be covered by Tree
Protection Orders, although these may not be sufficient to pr eserve them in their ideal
condition as the presence of deadwood and rot & essential to the ancient tree invertebrate
fauna - may breach safety considerations.

Cal derdal eds N&Varsioml.4 He rNovtembgpre2007 10



Regional

West Yorkshire is a heavily urbanised area with a high population density. There is li ttle
lowland wood pasture or parkland in the region, although the site opposite Wainsgait Chapel

in Old Town has been reported as a possible instance. Even in relatively well -preserved
parklands such as Knostell Priory, which includes areas of wood pasture , trees were used
extensively in the 18 ™ and 19" centuries for pitprops so few truly ancient trees exist.

Recent research has indicated that wood pasture may also exist in the in -bye areas
between upland hay meadows and moorland. This may prove a valuable source of ancient
tree records in West Yorkshire with its large areas of uplands. These areas have yet to be
surveyed.

Local

Calderdale is a relatively green area within a heavily industrialized and urban West
Yorkshire. However, less than 10% of the district is wooded and of this 50% is planted
woodland rather than ancient/old growth. The oldest trees tend to be planted sycamores of
roughly 200+ years old, although there are some ancient trees of other species, notably
beech and lime.

Current factors  causing loss or decline

e Lack of or inappropriate management dloss of pollarding and coppicing regimes,
neglect, compaction of soil around trees

e Lack of appropriate management allowing shading of trees and premature loss of
individuals

e Vandalism

o Lack of replacement trees 4 lack of appropriate replanting with locally sourced
(genetically related) saplings

¢ Inappropriate management of hedgerows which does not allow standards to develop
naturally

¢ Removal of dead wood and decaying trees for Health and Safety  requirements or
over tidying

e Die backd may be due to pollution and/or climate change

e Dutch elm disease 0 preventing complete regeneration of surviving elm butts

Current Action

The Tree Forum was recently formed as a local partnership to assist with action s for trees
in Calderdale. They are involved with:

Cal derdal eds N&Varsioml.4 He rNovtembgpre2007 11



- The Woodland Trust and Ancient Tree Forum
- The Upper Calder Valley Woodland Group

The Woodland Trust and Ancient Tree Forum offers information and support on managing
ancient trees and organises profile -raising events.

Further information can be found on their website:

http://www.woodland _-trust.org.uk/ancient%2Dtree%2Dforum/

Natural England has recently published a guide forancient t r ees entitl ed 06Vet
Management Handbookd written by Helen Read. | nf
http://www.english _-nature.org.uk/pubs/handbooks/upland.asp?id=6

Legal status

o Tree Preservation Orders dtrees of amenity value

e SSSI , S E G| 60ssome 8eeLray be designated as they are located within
these areas

e Town and Country Planning Act (1999) d trees with amenity value

e CRoOW Act (2000) 0 protects some species e.g. bats that live in or on ancient trees

Priority Species associated with this habitat:

All nine of the bat species found in Calderdale use trees for roosting. Also green and
lesser spotted woodpecker, redstart, invertebrates and lichens.

Targets

e Ensure all ancient trees are maintained in an ecologically favourable condition.

e Propagate and plant 15 potential ancient trees by 2010 using suitable sites and species.
e Ensure existing ancient trees are replaced

¢ |dentify and protect 20 potential ancient trees by 2010.

Actions

Action Lead Partner Other partners
1. Policy and legislation

Ensure that planning policies are in place to CMBC (DPP) CMBC (CS)

protect ancient trees and enforce as
appropriate

Consider the impact on ancient trees when CMBC (DC) CMBC (CS)
assessing planning applications
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Enforce TPOs as appropriate

CMBC (DC)

CMBC (CS)

Consider existing and potential ancient trees
for TPO designation

CMBC (DC)

CMBC (CS)

Take opportunities through the planning
system to restore or plant future ancie nt
trees. Explore possibilities of long term
management agreements

CMBC (DC)

CMBC (CS)

Ensure that SEGI criteria take account of
ancient trees

WYE

CMBC (CS)

2. Site safeguard and management

Produce and adopt a Tree Strategy to include
policies for ma naging ancient trees.

CMBC (CS)

All

Ensure management prescriptions are suitable
to individual trees, e.g. haloing (felling
adjacent trees to favour one individual),
pollarding, aeration, fencing, propping up,
removal of competing trees, identification of
future species surveys, stock control,

footpath rerouting and use of wire cables

CMBC (CS)

Tree Forum

Implement management policies/plans

CMBC (CS)

Assist and support applications for grant
funding

CMBC (CS)

Locate areas adjacent to existing sites of
value and assess potential for expansion

CMBC (CS)

Tree Forum

Encourage the generation of future ancient
trees through propagation using seeds of local
provenance gathered from or near existing
ancient trees, tree planting and natural
regeneration

CMBC(CS)

Tree Forum
Tree wardens

Maintain current numbers of ancient trees
and encourage the planting of replacement
trees with species of local provenance

CMBC (CS)

Tree Wardens

Introduce a Tree Wardening Scheme

CMBC (CS)

Friends of
Calderdale, Tree
Forum

Encourage landowners to plant (potential) and
manage (existing) ancient trees in hedgerows

CMBC (CS)

Tree Forum

3. Research and monitoring

Develop criteria to enable the identification

CMBC (CS)

HSS/Tree Forum

Cal der dal eds
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of ancient trees in Calderdale.

Identify trees that have the potential to CMBC (CS) HSS/Tree Forum
become ancient trees, particularly those of

national, regional or local rarity

Survey and monitor ancient trees to establish CMBC (CS) HSS/Tree Forum
the range of species associated with them

Survey ancient trees on a regular basis to CMBC (CS) Tree Forum
establish health and stability Tree Wardens
Perform initial assessment to identify CMBC (CS) Tree Forum
management options for individual trees. Tree Wardens
Produce a brief report for the

landowner/manager of assessed trees

Identify key areas for ancient trees CMBC (CS) HSS

Establish and maintain a database of ancient CMBC (CS) Tree Forum
trees which records the attributes of each Tree wardens
tree HSS, WYE
Identify ancient trees of historic al value in CMBC (Parks) CMBC (CS), HSS,
parks Tree Forum
Involve the public in the identification and Tree Forum CMBC (CS)
monitoring of ancient trees. Design a survey Tree wardens

form for the general public to report trees of

interest.

4. Advisory

Disseminate guidance leaflets and information CMBC (CS) Tree Forum
packs on ancient tree management to

owners/occupiers and policy makers

5. Communication and publicity

Introduce a plaque scheme to record and CMBC (CS) Tree Forum
raise awareness of ancient trees of loc al Tree wardens
significance concentrating on those in public CMBC (Parks)
open spaces

Raise awareness of the importance and CMBC (CS) Tree Forum

management of ancient trees as a wildlife
habitat e.g. through internet and mobile
display boards.

Tree wardens

Plan Co- ordinator

Richard Robertshaw, Countryside Service
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2.4 Blanket Bog and Upland Heathland

Current Status

National

Blanket Bog

Blanket peat accumulates in response to the very slow rate at which plant material
decomposes under conditions of waterlogging. The principal vegetation types are classified
under the NVC system as M1, M2, M3, M15, M17, M18, M19, M20 and M25 together with
their intermediates. Other communities, such as flush fen and swamp types, also form an
integ ral part of the blanket bog landscape.

Many of the typical blanket mire species, such as cross -leaved heath Erica tetralix , deer
grass Trichophorum cespitosum , cotton grass Eriophorum spp and several of the bog moss
Sphagnumspp, occur throughout much of t he range of the habitat, although their relative
proportions vary across the country.

The presence, extent and type of surface patterning is another important feature of

blanket bogs. This can range from a relatively smooth surface, with the only irregula rities
being those created by vegetation features, to the extreme patterning associated with the
suites of bog pools and the intervening ridges. As with floristic composition, there would
appear to be a relationship between geographical location and the n  ature of the surface
pattern. In general, the intensity and complexity of patterning increases towards the

north and the west.

Blanket Bog is a globally restricted peatland habitat confined to cool, wet, typically oceanic
climates. Itis, however, one o fthe most extensive semi -natural habitats in the UK, ranging
from Devon to Shetland. An important assemblage of breeding birds is associated with
blanket bog 0 golden plover Pluvialis apricaria, dunlin Calidris ajpina, and meadow pipit
Anthus pratensis .

There is an estimated 1.5 million ha in the UK with most in Scotland. A large proportion of
the EC resource is found within the UK. Although most widespread in the wetter west and
north, blanket bog also occurs in eastern upland areas.

Upland Heathland

Upland heathland is characterised by the presence of dwarf shrubs at a cover of at least

25%. Upland heathland in favourable condition is typically dominated by a range of dwarf
shrubs such as heather Calluna vulgaris, bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus , crowber ry Empetrum
nigrum, bell heather Erica cinerea and in the south and west, western gorse  Ulex gallii .
Wet heath is most commonly found in the north and the west. It should be dominated by
mixtures of cross -leaved heath Erica tetralix , deergrass Trichophoru m cespitosum,
heather and purple moor -grass Molinia caerulea. High quality heath is usually structurally
diverse, containing stands of vegetation with heather at different stages of growth.

An important assemblage of birds is associated with upland heath, including short -eared owl
Asio flammeus, merlin Falco columbarius, hen harrier Circus cyaneus, red grouse Lagopus
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lagopus and twite Caraduelis flavirostris.  Upland Heathland occurs widely on mineral soils
and thin peats throughout the uplands and the moor lands of the UK. The total upland heath
in the UK is estimated to be between 2 and 3 million ha, 260,000 ha of which is in England.
Dwarf shrubs are thought to be of international importance because they are largely

confined within Europe to the UK andt he western seaboard of mainland Europe.

Regional

The Yorkshire and the Humber region has approximately 53,000ha of blanket bog (about
3.5% of the estimated UK coverage) and 76,000ha of upland heathland, about 28% of the
English resource. This is restricte  d for the most part to the west of the region, with the
notable exception of the North York Moors.

Local
Within Calderdale there is 2,178ha of blanket bog and 5,795ha of upland heathland. The
majority of the blanket bog in this area is of the M20 and M25 NVC codes and it is

restricted to the western upland areas.

Current Factors Causing Loss & Decline

e Over grazing of bog areas, particularly associated with stocking of the moors over
winter. This causes trampling of bryophyte species, the encouragement of grazing
resistant grass species and the loss of dwarf shrubs from the sward.

e Burning can get out of control, restricting some areas of heather cover and causing
damage to ground nesting birds. Burning takes two forms on the moors in Calderdale. It
is used as a form of land management on shooting estates and for agricultural
management by graziers.

¢ Drainage grips cause the blanket bog to dry out with the resultant loss of bryophyte and
dwarf shrub species.

e Past and present air pollution.

Current Action

e The majority of blanket bog and upland heathland within Calderdale lies within the
South Pennines SSSis, SPA and cSAC.
e Calderdal eds UDP policies for the protection

Legal Status

e The majority of this habitat lies within the South Penni nes SSSIs, SPA and cSAC and is
subject to legislation covering protection and management.

Priority Species

The following Calderdale Priority species are associated with this habitat:

e Plants (bog pimpernel, bog r eerecluamogs). Bitde(eed h ¢
grouse, golden plover, dunlin, meadow pipit, s hort -eared owl, merlin, hen harrier, twite).
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Targets

e Ensure that all wildlife sites are maintained in an ecologically favourable condition.

e Create or restore 100 ha of blanket bog and 200 ha of

Actions

upland heathland by 2010.

Action

Lead Partner

Other
partners

1. Policy and Legislation

Ensure that UDP policies are in place to CMBC (DP) CMBC (CAFU)

protect this habitat

Consider the impact on this habitat when CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

assessing planning applications

Consider designation as SEGI/SSSI of NE / WYE CMBC(CAFU)

further areas of these habitats

Enforce the Wildlife and Countryside Act NE CMBC (DP) and

(1981 as amended) other S28G
bodies

Take opportunities through the planning CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

system to restore or create this habitat.

Explore  possibilities of long term

management agreements

2. Site safeguard and management

Prepare management plans for all wildlife NE / WYE CMBC(CAFU),

sites uu,YW

Promote the uptake of Countryside FWAG DEFRA, NE,

Stewardship grant schemes on land that WYE,

includes these habitats CMBC(CAFU),U
U, YW

3. Research and monitoring

Collate information on all blanket bog / WYE NE, HSS,

upland heathland sites within the district TNHS, UCWN,
YWT,
CMBC(CAFU)

Maintain records of survey work undertaken WYE CMBC(CAFU)
NE

Cal der dal eds
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Perform surveys NE CMBC(CAFU),
WYE

Inform landowners and managers about the FWAG,
best land management practices CMBC(CAFU),
UuU, WYE, YW

Publicise achievements NE all other key
partners

Raise awareness of the importance of this CMBC(CAFU) ATC

habitat

Plan Co- ordinator

Paul Duncan, Natural England
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2.5 Canals

Current Status

Nationa

Canals are a diverse group of inland waterways constructed for navigational purposes. Most

of the canal network in Britain was constructed in the 18 ™ and early 19™ centuries and
enabled waterways to play a leading role in serving the country's transport needs during the
Industrial Revolution, moving bulk loads of raw materials and finished good cheaply. Many
canals fell into decline, particularly following World War II, and some fell into disuse. Over
recent decades there has been a move from use of the w  aterways for freight distribution

to use by pleasure craft and for other recreational purposes including angling, sport and

informal recreational uses. Canals are now enjoying a renaissance in their leisure use with

the recent restoration of once derelict or fragmented canals, including the Rochdale Canal.

British Waterways are the navigation authority for the canals in Calderdale and have
obligations to maintain the canal to defined navigable standards. British Waterways has a
corporate BAP with a target for more detailed BAPs to be written at a local level for all
canals by 2005.

The canal network managed by British Waterways includes over 100 Sites of Special
Scientific Interest and 1500 local wildlife sites. It is home to species of national and
interna tional importance and many that are rare elsewhere in the UK.

The canal and river corridors  comprise a mosaic of habitats, providing a combination of
terrestrial and freshwater habitats and often f
For the purpo ses of this plan only the canal and river channel and waterway bank habitats

are taken onto consideration. However, in its corporate BAP, British Waterways recognise

the following key habitats and land uses within the corridor; towpath verges, hedgerows,

cuttings and embankments, built structures, feeders and streams, reedbeds, field margins,

woodland and scrub and adjoining land. The management of habitats within the canal

corridor must balance biodiversity requirements with the safety and needs of the can al

users.

Regional

The Yorkshire and Humber region has a wide variety of canal types, from narrow trans -
Pennine canals to industrial river navigations.

Local

In Calderdale there are two canals which join at Sowerby Bridge (Map 1). The canal to the
east of Sowerby Bridge is the Calder and Hebble Navigation. This consists of a broad canal
channel with short lock chambers to Brighouse, where it links with the River Calder. The
navigation returns to a canal channel at Anchor Pit and crosses the Calderdale bound ary at
the M62. Waterways such as this, comprised in part of a canal channel and in part of a
navigable river, are known as river navigations. The canal sections are man made channels
excavated along the bottom of the Calder Valley in the 1770s.
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There is also a vestige of the Halifax Arm of the Calder and Hebble Navigation, which left
the main navigation at Salterhebble and linked the town centre of Halifax.

West of the Sowerby Bridge, the Rochdale Canal runs to the Calderdale boundary at

Todmorden. The Rochdale Canal has undergone two phases of restoration. The first was

carried out by Calderdale Council duringthe ear ly 199006s. The second v
the summer of 2002, which completed the restoration of the South Pennine Ring. The

Rochdale Oldham section of the canal was designated an SSSI/cSAC for its floating water

plantain during 2001. Extensive ecological work was undertaken to ensure that this and

other species were protected during the engineering work.

Recent survey work identified floa ting -leaved water plantain in the summit flight of the
Rochdale Canal. This indicates a potential for the plant to be present in the Calderdale
section of the canal. Future survey work will identify this.

The general character and construction of the canal ~ channels is similar on both canals.
However the surrounding landscapes and habitats range from formal and industrial urban
settings to farmland and wooded cuttings.

The canal cuts trough a range of valuable riparian habitat including woodland and semi -
improved grassland. The canal provides a corridor, which connects many of these areas.

Current factors causing loss or decline

Threats to the various habitats and species within the canal channel include:
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e Pollution from surface water run -off, storm overflows , agrochemicals, mining and
fertilisers leading to poor water quality

e Lack of, or inappropriate, habitat management.

e Poorly planned and executed engineering works to maintain the canal and associated
structures eg dewatering the canal

e Unsympathetic dredgin g

e Siltation

e Shade from trees or buildings in some locations

¢ Erosion and disturbance of the canal banks by livestock and irresponsible anglers

e Development pressure eg boat moorings or changes in numbers of boat movements (both
increases and decreases)

e The introduction and spread of invasive species such as signal crayfish, water fern,
Japanese knotweed.

Current Action

e BWOG s ®thisAncludes integration of targets into maintenance programmes

e Survey and monitoring by BW

e Training of BW staff

e Advice from p rofessional ecologists with expertise in dealing with canal habitats

e Work to remove rubbish from the canal with volunteers

e Partnerships, eg Calder Future

e Pioneering work in neighbouring districts to mitigate against the negative effect of
dredging on aquatic plants

e Education and events to interpret biodiversity of the canals to as wide an audience as
possible

e The ATCO0s new OEarthworksd (Biodiversity) pro
awareness regarding biodiversity. This will be closely linked to the Rochdale Canal.

Legal Status

British Waterways are the navigation authority for the canal in Calderdale and are have

statutory obligations to maintain the canal to defined navigable standards. The British

Waterways Act 1995 also obliges BWto" furth er t he conservation of [
special interest” in carrying out these duties and also to take into account the effect that

any proposals relating to its functions have on the environment.

Policy N77 of the Calderdale Unitary Development Plan reco gnises the importance to
protect the habitats in and around the Calderdale's canals.

The Rochdale Canal and the Calder and Hebble Navigation (between Salterhebble and
Brighouse Basin) are designated as SEGIs by virtue of their value for plants and
inverte brates.
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Priority Species

The following Calderdale Priority Species are associated with this habitat:

e water shrew (unconfirmed)

e water vole

e otter (unconfirmed)

e amphibians

e fish - bullhead, grayling

o freshwater sponges

¢ white -clawed crayfish (unconfirmed)

e bats (eg pipistrelle,
e water plants (eg floating water plantain, |
e molluscs

e butterflies & moths (eg the butterbur)

e birds (eg bullfinch, song thrush)

Targets

Daubentonds)

esser skullcap, needle spike rush)

Ensure that the canal is maintained in a good condition f

Restore 2 km of degraded habitats by 2010
Create 2 km of new habitat by 2010

Eliminate non-native invasive species by 2010

Actions

or wildlife

Action

Lead Partner

Other
partners

1. Policy and legislation

Ensure that UDP policies are in place to | CMBC (DP) CMBC (CAFU)
protec t canal habitats

Consider the impact on canal habitats when CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)
assessing planning applications

Take opportunities through the planning CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

system to restore or create canal habitats.
Explore possibilities of long term management
agreements
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2. Site safeguard and management

Undertake an environmental appraisal prior to
any works and consult with the relevant
authorities

BW

Ensure that maintenance works do not
compromise the conservation st atus of key
habitats and species.

BW

Identify and implement opportunities to

enhance or create habitat

Example projects:

e Fencing of canal-side pasture to protect
banks from livestock poaching leading to
loss of vegetation, siltation of the channel
and loss of water vole habitat.

e 0Soft Obank protecti o

BW

CMBC (CAFU),
CF, CLA, FWAG,
DEFRA/RDS, EA,
NE, HSS, YWT,
Canal User
Groups eg
angling clubs,
volunteer and

protect eroding banks. local wildlife
e Appropriate management of riparian trees groups
Identify any invasive alien species in the BW CF,
waterway corridor and draw up plans for CMBC(CAFU),
eradication, where possible CLA, FWAG, NE,
HSS, Canal User
Groups eg
angling clubs,
volunteer and
wildlife groups
3. Research and monitoring
Id entify the presence and distribution of BW CMBC(CAFU),
Calderdale Priority Species within the canal EA, NE, HSS,
and navigable river corridors and report to YWT, WYE
the appropriate Lead Partner
Identify and map key habitats BW NE, YWT
Undertake surveys for invasive species and BW CF, CLA, FWAG,
monitor eradication programmes NE, HSS, Canal
User Groups eg
angling clubs,
volunteer and
local wildlife
groups
Following works on the waterways monitor to BW
ensure benefits to species and habitats
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4. Advi sory

Advise riparian landowners on the value of BW FWAG, YWT,
buffer zones, which protect the waterway CLA, CMBC
from diffuse pollution and provide a valuable (CAFU)
habitat

Advise canal leisure users on good practice to BW CMBC (CAFU)
reduce pollution, littering et c.

5. Communication and publicity

Promote the importance of canal and river CF ATC,

corridors as a biodiversity resource CMBC(CAFU)
Develop links and work with local groups to BW CF, CMBC(CAFU)
promote good management practices

Education of biodiversity, eg school visits, BW ATC,

guided walk, events, interpretation CMBC(CAFU)

Plan Co- ordinator

Jonathan Hart -Woods, British Waterways
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2.6 Hedgerows

Introduction

Hedges that are classed as ancient, i.e. in existence before the Enclos  ure Acts and
specifically before 1875 as defined by the Hedgerow regulations 1997, or species -rich, i.e.
those that contain five or more native wood species in an average 30  -metre length, are
included in this plan, as are those that contain fewer woody spe  cies but have a rich ground
flora of herbaceous plants. Where hedges are associated with a green lane, ditch, bank or
verge, these features are also considered to form part of the hedgerow.

Hedges vary enormously around the country; they generally consist  of a line of shrubs,
sometimes with trees and usually with a layer of herbaceous vegetation beneath. The field
margin is that area at the edge of a cultivated field; it provides a transitional or "buffer
zone" between the crop and the hedge or field bounda ry, as well as being of value to
wildlife itself.

Hedgerows are important habitats for at least 47 species of conservation concern,

including 13 globally threatened or rapidly declining species. Associated UK BAP species are
bullfinch, linnet, reed bunting , tree sparrow and turtle dove. Hedgerows are especially
important for butterflies and moths, the smaller farmland birds and dormice, while

hedgerow trees are an important habitat for the larger birds and bats and dead wood
invertebrates. They also act as  wildlife corridors for many species, including reptiles and
amphibians, allowing dispersal between habitats.

Current Status

Nationa

There are estimated to be 450,000 km of hedgerows in the UK, of which 190,000 km is
ancient or species rich. The main are as are the south west of England, south Wales and
Northern Ireland. Between 1984 and 1990 22% of hedgerows were lost in the UK, today
this loss has slowed but is estimated to run at 1.7% per year by removal and 3.4% per year
by neglect.

Regional

The Yorksh ire and Humber region is estimated to have around 37,400 km of Ancient and/or
species rich hedgerows (Selman, Dodd and Bayes, 1999).

Local

In Calderdale Hedgerows are more abundant in the east of the district, in the Coal
Measures Natural Area, with drysto  ne walls being more common towards the west, in the
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Southern Pennines. Hedges have often been engulfed by the growth of urban areas and can
be found within pockets of encapsulated countryside. Survey work is essential to determine
the extent, quality and d istribution of hedges within the district.

Current factors causing loss or decline

e Agricultural improvement, mineral working, road improvements and general development.

e Loss of Hedgerow trees through old age and felling usually without any replacements
being planted.

e In-appropriate management, especially cutting at the wrong time and lack of
management so they change into a line of trees with gaps in between.

e Stock pressure and lack of management, allowing higher grazing pressure on the hedge
and hedge bottoms so hedges become open and bare at the base.

e Hedges are rarely layered or gapped up as wire is used to make the hedges stock proof.

Current Action

e Countryside Stewardship can enable hedgerows to be managed, restored and planted.

Legal status

e The Hedgerow Regulations came into effect on the 1 June 1997. These Regulations
introduced a system whereby it is illegal to destroy hedgerows which fall within the
scope of the Regulations without first notifying the local authority of the intent to do
s0. Having received such a notification the local authority must assess the hedgerow
against a number of historic, ecological and landscape criteria and, if the hedgerow
satisfies one or more of these criteria, the local authority can serve a Hedgerow
Retentio n Notice. The Hedgerow Regulations are currently being reviewed.

e Atrticle 10 of the European Community Habitats Directive requires member states to
encourage the management of hedges in their land use planning and development policies
with a view to improvi ng the ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 network. This is
reflected in the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc,) Regulations 1994, which
recognises that linear features are essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic
exchange of wild species. PPG9 (Nature Conservation 1994) further encourages the
development of polices for the management of hedgerows.

e The Forestry Act 1967 requires a landowner to have a Felling Licence from the Forestry
Commission before felling more than a given volume of tre  es of a specified size.
Licences may be refused or issued with conditions, and it is a criminal offence to exceed
the felling limits without a licence. Tree Preservation Orders operated by the local
authority have a similar effect. However, while these mea  sures can protect the trees in
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a hedgerow, they cannot protect the hedge itself.

¢ Planning permissions frequently contain conditions requiring the retention or planting of
hedgerows. For example, the restoration of mineral workings can bring benefits for
wildlife and the landscape, through the establishment of new tree and shrub planting.

Priority Species associated with this habitat

Pipistrelle Bat, Dunnock, Linnet, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting, Tree Sparrow,
Intermediate Enchanters Nightshade, S  herad's Downy -rose.

Targets

e Ensure all species rich and/or ancient hedgerows are maintained in an ecologically
favourable condition

e Plant 10 km of new species -rich hedgerows by 2010

Actions
Action Lead Partner Other partners
1. Policy and Legislatio n
Ensure that UDP policies are in place to CMBC (DP) CMBC (CAFU)
protect ancient and species rich hedgerows
Consider the impact on ancient and species CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)
rich hedgerows when assessing planning
applications
Enforce Hedgerow Regulat ions 1997 CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFUL),
NE
Ensure that the best examples of hedgerows WYE CMBC (CAFUL),
are designated as SEGIs CMBC(DP)
Take opportunities through the planning CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

system to restore or create hedgerows.
Explore long term management agreements

2. Site safeguard and management

Improve hedgerow and field margin | FWAG DEFRA, NFU,
management CLA

Promote the conservation management of |FWAG RSPB, NFU, CLA,
hedgerows across farm holdings through the DEFRA, NE,
promotion of Whole Farm Plans CMBC (CAFU)
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Encourage the planting of hedges with native NFU CMBC, FWAG,

species of local provenance DEFRA

Encourage the planting and retention of FWAG NFU,

native standard trees in hedgerows CMBC(CAFU)

3. Research and monitoring

Carry out survey work and involve local groups | HSS WYE

in monitoring hedgerows. Ensure that surveys CMBC(CAFU)

are all carried out with the same methodology

Maintain sites database WYE CMBC(CAFU),
HSS

4. Advisory

Disseminate information on best mana gement | NE FWAG, RSPB,

practice and the importance of such areas to CMBC (CAFUL),

owner/occupiers and developers (leaflets) CMBC (DC)

Arrange training courses in hedge -laying, | CMBC(CAFU) BTCV, FWAG

management

5. Regional

Develop a demonstration are a to show best | FWAG NFU, CLA,

management practice al/Regional) DEFRA, RSPB

6. Communication and publicity

Promote an awareness amongst the public and | FWAG ATC,

land managers of the importance of CMBC (CAFU)

hedgerows and their associated features and

for the need for appro priate management

Publicise sources of advice and grant aid for FWAG CMBC

hedgerow management,
Countryside Stewardship

including

Plan Co- ordinator

Colin Duke, Halifax Scientific Society
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2.7 Native Woodland

(Upland Oak Wo odland, Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland and Wet Woodland)

Introduction

This Habitat Action Plan covers woodland types upland oak woodland, lowland mixed
deciduous woodland and wet woodland. In Calderdale the majority of woodlands fall into the
NVC classes W10 and W16, both of which equate to the lowland mixed deciduous woodland
national priority habitat.

Both wet woodland and upland oak woodland habitats are rare in Calderdale. The South
Pennines are on the fringe of what is classified upland by the UK BAP and, as such, does
not have significant areas of NVC classes W11 and W17, Upland Oak Woodland.

Wet woodlands, NVC classes W1 to W7, are similarly rare in Calderdale, although this is
largely due to land drainage and agricultural improvements.

The most ecologically important woodlands are listed in the Inventory of Ancient Woodland
(IAW), West Yorkshire, and the distribution of these woodlands in Calderdale is shown on
Map 1.

Whilst those woodlands listed in IAW will form the priority areas for manage ment, the
objectives and actions set out in this plan will also be applied to woodlands not listed, since,
whilst they may not have the same ecological value, they can nevertheless still be important
habitats.

Similarly, since an important aspect of the Bi  odiversity Planning process is the creation and
expansion of Priority Habitats, this plan also covers newly created woodlands. This can mean
both planted woodlands where nature conservation is a primary objective or woodlands
created through natural coloni sation.

Current Status

Nationa

Britain is one of the least wooded countries within Europe. The Inventory of Ancient
Woodlands records 2,000,000 ha of woodland nationally of which 534,000 ha are estimated
to be ancient. Approximately 302,000 ha of this t otal can be described as ancient semi -
natural woodland, the balance having been made into plantations.

Regional
Yorkshire and the Humber have 6.7% of the ancient and natural woodland in England and
Wal es. The oOBi odiversityHuAwcekirtd efstYorak elsi 1t e a:

regionds woodlands (excluding North Yorkshire)
being having been replanted with crop trees.
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The report also highlights the fact that information is patchy. As an example the re port
identifies the fact that, whilst information relating to ancient woodlands exists, only 16%
of the districtds woodlands have been surveyed

Little information exists in relation to wet W (
andtheHumber 6 esti mated there to be 343 ha of wet
actual amount is likely to be much higher.

Upland oak woodland is also rare in the district, since the region is not strictly an upland

area. Small stands of W11 have been survey ed in the Pennines, although again NVC data for
the region is patchy and, as a result, the actual figures for this type of woodland are likely

to be slightly higher.

Local

Calderdale has approximately 1400 ha of woodland (3.8% woodland cover) of which 660  ha
is recorded in the Inventory of Ancient Woodland.

Virtually all of Calderdaleds woodlands can be
condition, consisting mainly of relatively dense even aged stands. A combination of an

almost total lack of manage ment in the recent past and a history of stock grazing has

seriously degraded many woodlands.

Throughout Calderdale woodlands tend to occur on the steep scarp slopes associated with

the districtds deep incised vall eyadshav@ldeen maj or
excessively grazed and many are facing total destruction.

Where management has been undertaken in recent times, this has  primarily been related to
access improvements with limited silvicultural works being undertaken. Few woodlands have
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acti ve ecological management plans in place.

Current Factors Causing Loss Or Decline

e Grazing d domestic stock has been, and continues to be, grazed in many of the
di strictds woodl ands and this has had a detr
regeneration and flora | diversity of many woodlands.

¢ Invasive species & as well as herbaceous woody species, which can have adverse
effects on regeneration, non -indigenous tree species such as sycamore and beech is
included in this category.

e Inappropriate management, including lack of management, has resulted in many
woodlands having a poor age and species structure.

e Development pressures 9 Calderdale has a shortage of suitable development land and,
as such, pressures on some woodland sites is very high.

e Recreational pressures 4 a significant number of woodlands in the district are close
to large urban populations and are subject to high levels of recreational use. This can
potentially be detrimental to the woodland ecosystem.

e Pollution has had a significant impact on growth of t  rees and associated flora e.g.
lichens.

Current Action

Calderdale Countryside and Forestry Unit has established a number of Forestry Commission
Grant Contracts on some areas of publicly owned woodland. These contracts relate largely
to access improvement works, although most do include some habitat and silvicultural work.

Calderdale Countryside and Forestry Unit has also been actively pursuing a programme of

new woodland planting through Landscape Conservation Grants (1986 ¢ 1990) and the Million
Trees Ini tiative (1991 0 present). This has seen the creation of approximately 130 ha of

new woodland at 84 sites, consisting largely of native oak and birch species, many grown

from seed.

SCOSPA have produced an ol ntegrated Matitaafgre ment
the South Pennines Moors SPAOG6, which covers t he
plan aims to increase and enhance the key habitats within the SPA and surrounding areas

and support the implementation of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.

Treesponsibility, a local voluntary organisation, have been actively pursuing a planting
program targeted primarily on sites in the upper valley area. In the past five years the
group have planted 10 ha of new native woodlands.

The England Forestry Strategy produce d by the Forestry Commission describes how the
Government will deliver i1its forestry policies e
priorities and programmes for the next ten years. Included within the document are
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proposals to protect existing woodlands and to use the biodiversity action planning process
as a guide to nature conservation.

Legal status

Some woodlands are protected by TPOs. A Felling Licence is required to fell more than five
cubic meters of timber.

Priority Species

The following Calderd ale Priority Species are associated with this habitat:

Bats e.g. Noctule, Diptera e.g Manota unifurcata, Solitary wasp e.g. Crossocerus binotatus,
Ferns e.g. Narrow Buckler Fern, Plants e.g. Round -Leaved Wintergreen, Wood Craneshbill,
Mosses e.g. Dicranodontium denudatum Birds e.g. Woodcock, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
Pied Flycatcher, Bullfinch, Willow Tit, Spotted Flycatcher, Willow Warbler, Wood warbler,
Song Thrush, Tree Pipit, Green Woodpecker, Stock Dove, Turtle Dove. Fungi e.g. Deathcap,
Old Man of t he Woods, Ghost Bolete.

Targets

e Ensure all native woodland wildlife sites (i.e. SSSIs and SEGIs or equivalent) are
maintained in an ecologically favourable condition.

e Restore 5 ha of upland oakwood, 150 ha of lowland mixed deciduous woodland and 5 hao f
wet woodland by 2010.

e Create 20ha of upland oakwood, 40 ha of lowland mixed deciduous woodland and 5 ha of
wet woodland by 2010.

Actions

Action Lead Partner Other partners

1. Policy and legislation

Ensure that UDP policies are in place to CMBC (DP) CMBC (CAFU)
protect native woodlands

Consider the impact on native woodlands when | CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)
assessing planning applications

Enforce TPOs as appropriate CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU), NE
Take opportunities through the planning CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)
system to restor e or create woodlands.
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Explore possibilities of long term management
agreements

grant and certification schemes

Cal der dal eds
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Ensure that the best examples of native WYE / NE CMBC (CAFUL),
woodland are designated as SEGIs or SSSIs CMBC(DP)
2. Site safeguard and management

W ith owner/occupiers, draw up ecological CMBC(CAFU)

management plans for woodlands, targeting

ancient woodlands

Implement management plans, targeting CMBC(CAFU) FC, KWC
ancient woodlands

Assist and support applications for grant CMBC(CAFU) FC, Trees
funding

Locate areas adjacent to existing sites of CMBC(CAFU) FC, Trees
value and assess potential for expansion

Create new woodlands through tree planting CMBC(CAFU) FC, Trees
and natural regeneration. Use trees of local

provenance wherever practicable (Prioritise

linking f ragmented woodland habitats)

Restore degraded woodlands CMBC(CAFU) FC, Trees
Encourage sustainable woodland management | CMBC(CAFU) FC, KWC, Trees
eg registration with FSC, using local

contractors, coppice crafts etc.

Produce a Calderdale Woodlands Strategy CMBC(CAFU) all partners
Propagate trees using seeds of local CMBC(CAFU) Trees
provenance

3. Research and monitoring

Determine and monitor extent of habitat CMBC(CAFU)

Assess ecological condition of wildlife sites CAFU Trees
Maintain sites database to include information CAFU WYE

such as ecological condition, NVC type and

land ownership

4. Advisory

Disseminate information on native woodland CMBC(CAFU) Trees
creation and management to owners/occupiers

and policy makers

Provide advice on woodland management and CMBC(CAFU) FC, Trees
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5. Regional

Co-ordinate woodland initiatives at a WRF FC, CMBC
sub-regional level (CAFU)

6. Communication and publicity

Establish and support a Calderdale Woodlands | CMBC(CAFU) All partners
Group

Raise awareness of the importance of this CMBC(CAFU) ATC
habitat

Plan Co- ordinator

Jefferson Hammond, Countryside and Forestry Unit, Calderdale Council
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2.8 Rivers and Streams

Current Status

Nationa

Rivers and streams are by their very nature dynamic, they constantly change their course,
they respond to levels of rainfall by adapting to alterations in flow. However most rivers
have been engineered throughout the centuries, be it to provide power or protect land from
flooding. This has meant that many stretches
managed in imaginative ways to provide a level of biodiversity where otherwise little would
survive. Wh ere rivers are not channelled a wide variety of wildlife habitats can act as vital
wildlife corridors. They also provide a vital resource in terms of sewage disposal, flood
control, recreation and leisure opportunities.

The plants and animals that live ne ar to and within the river environment reflect the
geology, geography and water quality of the waterways. River and streams can be capable of
self -regulation if their ecological potential is realised and managed sensitively. Rivers
should be managed and viewed as a whole, including their source and catchment, and along
their whole length.

The habitat is defined to include main and secondary channels and hydrologically linked
floodplain features such as abandoned channels which are affected by major floodin g
events. The riparian zone is also included. Key habitats include riffles, waterfalls, exposed
riverine sediments (such as shingle banks) and rocks, soft earth cliffs and undisturbed
abandoned channels. Marginal and in-stream vegetation is also important. A special feature
of all wetlands in the floodplain is the periodic disturbance caused by flooding.

Regional

Within West Yorkshire the two main rivers are the Aire and the Calder. The Calder travels
west to east through the local authorities of Calderda le, Kirklees and Wakefield. The River
Calder is 87km in length and has a total catchment population of 790,000.
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The River Calder gives the local authority of Calderdale its name. The boundaries of
Calderdale Council roughly equate to the river catchment area.

The River Calder rises in the Pennines above Todmorden (Heald Moor) and travels west to
east finally crossing into Kirklees at Cooper Bridge (M62). The Calder has a sister river
that travels eastwards into Lancashire.  The secondary river of Calderdale is the River
Ryburn which rises in the south of Calderdale at Rishworth Moor. Due to the geography and
geology of the Pennine Watershed a number of tributaries have been created with steep
sided valleys running north/south  which flow into the Calder. These include Hebden Water,
Luddenden Beck, Hebble Brook and Clifton Beck, Cragg Brook, River Ryburn and Black
Brook. While in the west of the district the geology is acid millstone grit, further east this
changes to gravel bed s.

The Calder valley is prone to flooding due to its proximity to the Pennine Watershed. The
last major flood was in June 2000 and extensive damage was caused with both the road and
rail service closed across the Pennines and 772 residential and 64 comm ercial properties
severely affected. As the Calder travels eastwards the valley widens and acts in many
instances as a flood plain.

Throughout the district the quality of water is considered to be good (Environment Agency
Classification). The river is neve rtheless home to a number of sewage processing works
which affect the diversity of invertebrate fauna found within the main river and the visual
impact of the river has historically been adversely affected by sanitary litter.
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Current factors causing loss  or decline

The demand for land for both economic and residential development has meant that
historically some of the floodplains have been built on, in some instances at the expense

of the natural environment.

Weirs can form a barrier to the free movem  ent of fish and have a significant impact on
the sustainability of stocks.

Construction of dams and reservoirs.

Culverting.

Flood defence and land drainage works.

Inappropriate bank management.

Introduction of invasive plant and animal species (especial ly Japanese knotweed, Indian
balsam and mink).

Navigation.

Overgrazing

Land drainage increasing storm flow and fine sediment load.

Channel straightening resulting in removal of important habitat features.

Diverse and point source pollution e.g. mining waste

Litter - this encompasses casual littering and fly tipping. The valley creates a vortex
down which litter is carried. As a result of natural water levels rising and subsequently
falling so swiftly after heavy rainfall, litter is left on low branche s and trapped on weirs
and is unsightly and difficult to remove. Many of the mills that lie close to the river are
home to small businesses that are attracted by cheap rents and do not invest in
environmental management of their waste and as a consequence litter escapes and is
deposited in the river or on its bank sides.

Drought leading to slow flows.

Current Action

Calder Future is a partnership organisation working to improve the water environment
including the main river and its tributaries and the canal network within Calderdale. The
partnership is comprised of all the main statutory bodies e.g. Calderdale Council,
Environment Agency, Yorkshire Water, British Waterways and various community based
user and environmental groups. e.g. Calderdale Frien ds of the Earth, Treesponsibility,
Halifax Canoe Club and Northern Naturefriends

Calderdale Council is producing a Supplementary Planning Document on Waterside
Development.

Yorkshire Water is in the process of a huge investment plan to arrest the problem o f
Combined Sewage Overflows.

The Environment Agency is investing over £30 million in flood defence work in the upper
valley.

The Upper Calder Valley Renaissance process (a RDA Yorkshire Forward funded
programme) is looking to improve the economic, social and environmental regeneration of
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the Calder Valley. Much of their work is centred upon opening up and improving access
to the river and canal environment of Calderdale.

Priority Species

The following Priority Species are associated with this habitat: ba ts, water shrew, water
vole, otter, black -headed gull, kingfisher, sand martin, yellow wagtail, grey wagtail,
grasshopper warbler, reed bunting, gynnidomorpha alismana (a micro moth), white -clawed
crayfish, leptopeza borealis (a hybotid fly), cheilosia ran unculi (a hoverfly), heringia
(neocnemodon) verrucula (a syrphid fly), spania nigra (a rhagionid fly), alternate water -
milfoil, hairlike pondweed, horned pondweed, lejeunea lamacerina (a liverwort).

Targets

e Ensure all rivers and streams wildlife sites i. e . SSSI 6s, SEGI 6s or
maintained in an ecologically favourable condition.

¢ Restore 5 km of degraded habitat by 2010

e Create 5 km of new habitat by 2010

e Maintain water quality at existing and, where possible, improved levels

Actions
Action Lead Partner Other
partners
1. Policy and legislation
Ensure that existing UDP policies, SPD and
other legislation is integrated in Calderdale. CMBC (DC), EA CF, EN
Consider the impact on river environment CMBC ©OC) CF,EA
when assessing planning applications
Produce and implement SPD on waterside | CMBC (DP) CF
development in Calderdale
Take opportunities through planning system CMBC (DC) CF, EA
to restore or create river habitats.
Ensure current and future strategic CF EA, CMBC
initiatives and collaborative  projects take (DP), YW
forward actions from this Action Plan
Ensure that the best examples of rivers and EN/WYE CMBC(CAFU),
streams are designated as SEGIs or SSSis CMBC(DP)
EA
2. Site safeguard and management
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Take opportunity to enhanc e degraded | CMBC (CAFU), CF CF, EA, WYE,

habitats and create new ones YWT

Treat sources of polluted water EA Coal
Authority

Take opportunities to remove weirs / EA CMBC

provide fish passes (CAFU), EA,
YWT CMBC
(DC)

3. Research and monitoring

Identify key areas to target for river CMBC (CAFU), CF CF, YW, EA,

habitat protection and Landowners,

restoration/enhancement and co -ordinate DEFRA,

actions FWAG, HSS,
TNHS,
UCWN, WYE,
YWT, BTCV

Develop floodplain policies that maximise | EA CMBC(DP), CF

biodiversity gain and set targets for

reconnecting former flood plain to the River

Calder

Undertake surveys for invasive species |CF CMBC, YW,

(Japanese Knotweed, Indian Balsam and EA,

Mink) and implement and  monitor Landowners,

eradication programmes DEFRA, EN,
FWAG, HSS,
TNHS,
UCWN, WYE,
YWT

4. Advisory

Provide advice on biodiversity enhancement CMBC (CAFU) EA, CF, YW

5. Communications and publicity

Promote the importance of the waterways CF CMBC(CAFU),

as a biodiversity resource ATC

Develop links and work with local groups to | CF CMBC(CAFUL),

promote good management practices ATC

Work with schools to educate about the CF CMBC(CAFU),

riverine environment ATC

Plan Co- ordinator

Jane Williams, Calder Future
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2.9 Unimproved Grassland

Current Status

Natio nal

Grasslands are widespread throughout the country and can be divided broadly by their
degree of agricultural improvement, the soil type and the water regime.

In the Calderdale context the main types are lowland grasslands on neutral soils, and more
elevated grasslands on less nutrient rich soils, some of which may be distinctly acidic, and
may be wet.

Much of the most interesting grassland in the district is of this type, often called In -bye,
which is restricted to higher ground around the edges of moo rland and is generally more
common in the north of England.

In -bye consists of unimproved and semi -improved grassland, it is often with associated wet
rushy or boggy areas , adjacent to, or close to unenclosed moorland. It may include
improved permanent gr assland where this is part of the local mosaic, or contains wet areas.
Upland hay meadows, which may be part of the in -bye mosaic, have their own Action Plan
nationally. In -bye does not generally have a particularly diverse flora, although some
springs and flushes may be important. It does however form a vital feeding and breeding
area for many upland birds, especially breeding waders 0 lapwing, curlew, snipe, redshank
and feeding golden plover.

Lowland meadows are quite a wide family of grasslands, ran ging from relatively rich wet
pastures through to hay -meadows. Within Calderdale wet seasonally flooded meadows exist
in the valley bottoms with drier hay meadows on the shallow slopes of the lower valley

sides. Roadside verges can be important in areas w ith few grasslands.

All these types tend to grade into each other, and firm definitions are often difficult and

may not be very helpful.

Regional

The Southern Pennines holds an important representation of the southern -most extent of
in-bye grassland. M any upland breeding birds feed on these areas and depend on the
abundance of seeds and invertebrates during the breeding season and the pastures provide
soft ground conditions for probing waders. The mosaic of habitats within the in -bye
attracts a variety  of species. Other grassland types are poorly represented, with most
lowland grassland being improved. These may still be important in places for a variety of
birds, especially where they exist as set -aside or as damp areas within more improved
ground.

Local

In -bye habitat is scattered but fairly extensive along the western boundary of the district,
associated with the uplands of the South Pennine Moors. Calderdale does include significant
areas of upland acid grassland, some of which is degraded heathlan d.
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Lowland grassland is found in east Calderdale and along the valley bottoms. Wet rushy
pastures are common. Hay meadows are now scarce in the South Pennines

Current factors causing loss or decline

e Agricultural improvement (particularly a change to sila  ge, which may include ploughing
and re-seeding as well as more intensive cutting) and drainage.

¢ Changes from traditional agricultural practices, such as increased use of grasslands
for horse paddocks, can result in over -grazing.

e Loss of habitat due to dev elopment.

¢ Inappropriate management, especially cutting at the wrong time and over  -grazing, can
cause damage to the interest of the habitat.

e Supplementary feeding can cause localised eutrophication.

e Abandonment can result in areas reverting to scrub.

e Flood control may result in wet grassland no longer being allowed to flood.

Current Action

e RSPB/NE/FWAG In bye land initiative

e Countryside Stewardship

e Environmental Impact Assessment legislation.

e The Standing Conference of South Pennine Authorities (SCOSPA) h as written an
Integrated Management Strategy and Conservation Action Plan for the South
Pennines Moors SPA (Special Protection Area) which aims to increase and enhance
the key habitats within the SPA and surrounding area and support the
implementation of t he UK Biodiversity Action Plan through funding bids.

Legal Status

e Environmental Impact Assessment legislation.

Priority Species

The following Calderdale Priority Species are associated with this habitat:

Birds e.g Twite, Hobby, Lapwing, Snipe, Curlew, Sk ylark, Meadow Pipit, Linnet,
Yellowhammer Reptilies e.g Grass snake Butterflies and Moths e.g Ghost Moth, Small
Copper, Chimney Sweeper Plants e.g Autumn Crocus, Frog orchid. Fungi e.g Pink Waxcap,
Earthtongue, Straw Club, Date Coloured Waxcap

Targets

e Ensure all wildlife sites (i.e. SSSIs and SEGIs or equivalent) are maintained in an
ecologically favourable condition.

e Restore a further 20 ha of unimproved grassland by 2010.

e Create 100 ha of unimproved grassland by 2010.
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Actions

Action Lead Other partners
Partner

1. Policy and Legislation

Ensure the needs of in -bye are taken into DEFRA/RDS CMBC(CAFU), NE,

account when developing and adjusting agri - FWAG, RSPB

environment schemes

Ensure that UDP policies are in place to protect CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

this habitat

Consider the impact on this habitat when CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

assessing planning applications

Take opportunities through the planning system CMBC (DQ CMBC (CAFU)

to restore or create grasslands. Explore

possibilites of long term  management

agreements

Enforce EIA legislation as appropriate CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU), NE

Ensure that the best examples of unimproved WYE / NE CMBC (CAFU),

grassland are designated as SEGIs or SSSls CMBC(DP)

Ensure the needs of the habitat are accounted EA CMBC (CAFU)

for in F lood Defence Catchment Management

Plans

2. Site safeguard and management

Gather information on the value of areas WYE NE, RSPB, CMBC

(identify bird feeding/breeding areas and any (CAFU), HBC,

lowland grassland sites of interest). Inform HSS, TNHS,

owners/occupiers and EN UCWN, YWT

With owner/occupiers, draw up management |WYE RSPB, FWAG,

plans for all wildlife sites. Assist with and DEFRA, NE, CMBC

support applications for CS where appropriate (CAFU), YW

Identify areas adjacentto  existing sites of
value and assess potential for expansion

CMBC (CAFU)

RSPB, WYE, YW

3. Research and monitoring

Monitor extent of habitat NE WYE
Maintain sites database WYE, CMBC
(CAFU)
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4. Advisory

habitat

Disseminate information on best managemen t | NE FWAG, RSPB,
practice and the importance of key areas to CMBC (CAFU)
owner/occupiers and policy makers

Provide advice on habitat re -creation NE RSPB, FWAG,
/restoration WYE

5. Regional

Consider the development of a demonstration RSPB CMBC (CAFU),
area to show be st management practice NE, FWAG

6. Communication and publicity

Raise awareness of the importance of this CMBC(CAFU) | ATC

Plan Co- ordinator

Paul Duncan, Natural England
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2.10 Urban & Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importa nce

Introduction

Urban habitats are very diverse in their nature. They can include large established gardens,
brownfield sites and urban greenspace, such as allotments, churchyards and parks. They can
support a huge range of animals and plants and play a ¢ rucial role in maintaining habitats
that provide resources and refuges for species that are under pressure in rural areas.

Peopleds contact with wildlife increases their
stresses and strains of everyday liv ing. The involvement of local communities in encouraging
wildlife in towns and villages is very important. If we are to retain the variety of wildlife in

urban areas, it must be recognised, valued, protected and managed as a vital component of

the townscap e.

An important characteristic of urban areas as a whole, as well as of the greenspaces they
hold, is their mosaic of habitats. They can also provide a vital function as wildlife corridors.

There is a wide range of species associated with urban habitats , including Common
Pipistrelle Bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus , House Sparrow Passer domesticus, Swallow Hirundo
rustica , House Martin  Delichon urbica and Swift Apus apus, which all rely principally on
houses for roosting and breeding. Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus, Song Thrush Turdus
philomelos, Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus and many insects, including butterflies, are
supported by well -grown gardens. Garden ponds support all our amphibian species, especially
Common Frog Rana temporaria. Mammals, such as Badgeas and Foxes, are well accustomed
to urban areas and often exist in higher numbers than in the countryside.

Urban greenspace

Urban gardens, road verges and public open space now form a very significant resource for
wildlife. Individual areas are small but  cumulatively provide an area far in excess of that of
nature reserves. These habitats also include buildings (residential and industrial),
allotments and associated features, such as incidental green space (small areas of open
space with limited facilitie s). They may be mown grass or other land that receives little or
no direct management, cemeteries, churchyards, school grounds, parks and culverts. Urban
greenspace may also have some overlap with other habitat action plans (e.g. rivers, ponds,
grassland, hedgerows and ancient trees) where areas of these habitats occur within an
urban area.

Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importance
|t i s increasingly appreciated that there are
develop on waste ground and derelic tsites(so -c al | ed & br o wA lfrawefieldisiteiss i t e s
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any land or premises that has previously been developed and is not currently fully in use.
Such sites may include partially occupied industrial estates, unoccupied ex  -industrial areas,
waste or d erelict sites. Sites that have become naturally vegetated and blend into the
landscape are excluded from brownfield classification. The proposed UK BAP Brownfield

Priority Habitat specifies sites of 6bare grou

previ ously developed | and or open vegetation
key wildlife importance.

These sites may be of ecological interest due to the presence of distinctive species
including lichens, higher plants and invertebrates, o r habitats including scrub. These
habitats and species may be ephemeral or transitory and may  contain a mix of native and
introduced species, such as Buddleia, as well as providing unusual and/or early successional
habitats, thus creating a very diverse ec osystem. The mosaic of habitats and ephemeral
colonising species found on brownfield sites give rare ground -nesting bees and wasps, and
early successional carabid beetles the mixture of breeding sites, foraging areas and shelter
they need within relatively small areas. For these and other protected species, urban areas
are now their strongholds. Later stages of succession - short perennial, tall ruderal and
then through to woodland - equally contain many uncommon invertebrates with flies, bees,
wasps, including some parasitic species and sawflies.

Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importance are one of the least appreciated habitats
nationally and locally. They are often unappealing to the human eye and, unfortunately,
because of lack of appreciation of their  wildlife importance, national and local government
encourages development of these sites. Despite their aesthetics brownfield sites provide
some of the most bio -diverse habitats. For example they can contain as many Nationally
Scarce and Red Data inverteb rate species as ancient woodland. On Canvey Island, an old oil
refinery site on the Thames, over 1300 species have been found in less than two years, 30

mo ¢

of which are on the UK O6Red Listo. I n Cal der dal

Brownfi eld origins. Cromwell Bottom was once used for gravel extraction and fuel waste
storage. Whatever their origin, in an urban population, brownfield sites offer most people
their only opportunity to appreciate the importance of biodiversity.

Current Status

National

In 2001, nearly 80% of the UK population lived in urban areas (settlements over 10000
people). It follows that urban wildlife is therefore important for people. In an urbanized
country like the UK the majority of people encounter wildlife and biod iversity in a variety
of urban settings including parks, gardens and allotments. Brownfield sites are a legacy of
the UKOs industri al past, and many are now
few sites have been declared SSSIs. Examples inclu de Canvey Island in Essex and Orton
Brick Pits in Peterborough.
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Regional

West Yorkshire is a heavily urbanised area with a high population density. Brownfield Sites
of Ecological Importance have been recognised as a Priority Habitat within West Yorkshire
and urban habitats assume a greater importance than in many parts of the country.

Local

Calderdale is a relatively green area within a heavily industrialized and urban West
Yorkshire. Urban areas make up approximately 10% of Calderdale with the vast bulk of this
area within the urban footprint of Halifax. Development tends to concentrate in urban
areas because they are often the only areas of suitable flat land. Between 2003 and 2005
there were 2,655 planning applications in Calderdale for New Build or con version to
apartments. Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importance have been recognised as a Priority
Habitat within Calderdale.

Current factors causing loss or decline

e Lack of recognition of the importance of brownfield sites and other urban habitats for
wildlife. A low level of appreciation of the importance of urban wildlife can lead to
significant wildlife losses and limited wildlife gain.

e The targeting of brownfield for development by government policies.

¢ New development, causing loss of natural habitat s, including encroachment onto parks,
old cemeteries, old abandoned land and large established gardens.

e PPG3 requires high housing densities leaving fewer opportunities for wildlife areas and
large gardens.

e The loss of front gardens to make way for off -road parking.

e The conversion of old buildings/barns etc to residential or other use without taking into
account existing wildlife.

e Property repairs causing loss of roosting sites for birds and bats, especially the
entombing of bats in cavities by blocking a ccess holes.

e The infilling of garden ponds for real and perceived safety reasons.

e Culverting of urban reaches of watercourse.

e Removal of O6weedd species or the tidying of
nectar or seeds for wild creatures. Many c¢ ultivated plants and flowers are not as
attractive to wildlife as native species.

e Over-manicured and hard landscaped gardens, providing few opportunities for wildlife.

e A lack of specialised knowledge of biodiversity can lead to unimaginative or
inappropr iate schemes of limited value to wildlife.

e Over management: o0Green manicureso | eading to
value of sites e.qg. filling in of ponds, tidying of stream banks, leveling of ground, shrub
clearance etc.
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e Litter and vandali sm: litter and vandalism are not a significant wildlife conservation issue
in themselves, but when sites become an eyes
development.
e Planting of inappropriate species.
¢ Introduction and spread of invasive plant, animal and fish species both next to and into
ponds and watercourses, which may be due to inappropriate management.
e Inappropriate use of chemicals.
e Poor aftercare and maintenance of sites, which have been landscaped to accommodate
wildlife.
e Lack of local owners hip (information at grass roots level), or local 'adoption'.

Current Actions

e Brownfield sites are due to be designated a national priority habitat in the UK BAP in
2007.

e Business & Biodiversity, lead by Earthwatch, to encourage the involvement of business  es
in the creation and protection of biodiversity through land management, employee
volunteering and sponsorship.

e Calderdale Countryside Service hosted a Business and Biodiversity Conference (funded
by CSF).

e Many urban parks and Local Nature Reserves are m anaged with people and wildlife in
mind. Wellholme Park and Manor Heath Park have achieved Green Flag status while
others are working towards the award.

e Calderdale Council has produced an Open Spaces Strategy.

e Calderdale Council has declared 10 Local Natu re Reserves (eg Milner Royd, Cromwell
Bottom and Beechwood Par k). The Counci l has |
1lha of LNR per 1000 people.

e Other community areas created:

Ashen Hurst

Northern Nature Friends Eco -Park

Brighouse Bridge Park (Calde r Future)

Tipside riverside area in Todmorden, run by Todmorden Riverside

Improvement Group (TRIG)

e Community initiatives e.g. Friends groups such as in Luddenden and other local initiatives.

e Calder Future have various initiatives such as:

Sowerby Bridge Ca nal Basin project

Armitage Road, Brighouse driverside planting

e Countryside Service:
A Provides a range of practical services via its volunteers
A Supports community groups .
A Gives advice on wildlife gardening in school grounds and to businesses on
developing their grounds for biodiversity.

A Runs environmental education courses for schools and adults.

> > > >
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A Holds biodiversity and species workshops.
e Yorkshire in Bloom, where the potential for biodiversity gain is increasing.
¢ Ovenden Initiative.

Legal Status

0 Some species, such as Bats, are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act,
1981.

o Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) and policies relating to Conservation Areas will
protect some trees.

o0 Some urban sites are designated in the UDP as SEGIs or LNRs.

o The following po licy documents, plans and strategies have particular relevance to
urban biodiversity at UK and/or England level:
e UK BAP - Priority HAP for Brownfield early successional and open vegetated
mosaic habitats.
¢ Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
e The Conservation (Natural Habitats,) Regulations 1994.
e The Hedgerow Regulations 1997.
e Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000.
e Urban White Paper, DETR, 2000.
e PPG2 Green Belts, PPG3 Housing, PPS9 Nature Conservation, PPG17 Planning for
open space, sport, and rec reation, PPG25 Development and flood risk.
e Regional Spatial Strategy, formerly RPG13.
e Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 2004.

Priority species

Bat s (Noctul e, Common Pipistrelle, Soprano
House Sparr ow, Common Toad, Common Frog, Palmate Newt, Smooth Newt, Micro moth
Stenoptillia millierdactyla, Water vole and Water shrew.

Targets

Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importance
¢ Maintain 100% of current area.

e Restore a further 10 ha of brownfield sites to an earlier stage of succession.

Urban Greenspace

e Ensure there is an accessible natural greenspace less than 300 metres (a 5 minute walk)
from all homes.
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Maintain Local Nature Reserves at a minimum level of one hectare per thousand
population (achieved).

Ensure there is at least one accessible 20 -hectare site within two kilometres of all
homes.

Ensure there is one accessible 100 -hectare site within five k  ilometres of home.
Ensure there is one accessible 500 -hectare site within ten kilometres of all homes.

Actions

Action Lead Partner Other partners
1. Policy and legislation

Consider the impact on urban wildlife sites CMBC (DC) CMBC (CS)

and Brownfield Sites of Ecologic al
Importance when assessing planning
applications.

Look at opportunities for provision of CMBC (DC) CMBC (CS), EA
accessible natural greenspace when
assessing planning applications.
Ensure that planning policies are in place to CMBC (DPP) CMBC (CS)
prot ect urban wildlife areas especially
Brownfield Sites of Ecological Importance.

Take opportunities offered by urban CMBC (Regen) CMBC (CS), CMBC
regeneration schemes to create new wildlife (DC), EA

habitats.

Ensure that existing wildl ife legislation and | CMBC (DC) CMBC (CS)

local policies relating to urban wildlife are
implemented effectively.

Ensure that the best examples of CMBC (CS), CMBC | WYE
brownfield or urban wildlife sites are (DPP)
designated as SEGIs.

2. Site safeguard and ma  nagement
Work with landowners to deliver wildlife CMBC (CS)

enhancements.

Reduce amount of fertilizer, peat and CMBC (Parks) CMBC (SD)
pesticide used and introduce sustainable

water use.

Review and implement grassland management | CMBC (Parks) CMBC (CS)
by:

e Instigating appr opriate mowing regimes.

e Creation and management of wildflower
meadows.

Ensure appropriate management of invasive | CMBC (CS) EA, Calder Future
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species adjacent to watercourses.

Ensure planting schemes use appropriate | CMBC (Parks) CMBC (CS)
varieties.
Set up a nursery to propagate plants using CMBC (Parks) CMBC (CS)
appropriate  native  species of local
provenance.
Review management plans for urban sites | CMBC (CS), CMBC| EA
and ensure they incorporate wildlife (Parks)
prescriptions such as:
e Allow fallen trees to remain in woodland

areas.
e Create managed wildlife areas in parks.
¢ Install bat/bird boxes.
e Allow wet areas to persist.
Produce management briefs for wildlife CMBC (CS)
needs on smaller sites.
Implement management briefs and plans. CMBC (CS), CMBC

(Parks)

Promote the creation and management of | CMBC (CS)
school wildlife areas.
Ensure allotment agreements maximize | CMBC (Parks) CMBC (CS)

biodiversity opportunities.

Create and support community groups to | CMBC (CS) EA, Calder Future
manage urban greenspace.

3. Research and monitoring

Identify current brownfield sites. CMBC (CS) HSS, CMBC (DPP)
Devise a rapid assessment methodology to | CMBC (CS),| HSS

enable Brownfield Sites of Ecological Buglife

Importance to be identified.

Survey urban sites to identify those with HSS CMBC (CS), UVWN
valuable biodiversity characteristics.

Identify areas of wildlife deprivation, sites CMBC (CS) CMBC (DPP), CMBC
with wildlife potential and green corridors in (Parks), HSS, EA
order to achieve NE recommendations of

access to greenspace.

Identify open spaces suitable for CMBC (CS)

environmental education within  walking

distance of schools.

Assess parks as a potential facility for CMBC(CS) CMBC (Parks)
environmental education and biodiversity

opportunities.

Survey garden ponds and identify those of HSS UVWN
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wildlife value.

4. Advisory

the introduction of non -native species,
especially near watercourses .

Produce a guide to assessing the potential | CMBC (CS) HSS, Buglife
wildlife value of brownfield sites.

Provide training and an advice note on | CMBC (CS)

wildflower planting and grassland

management.

Provide training and guidance notes to | CMBC (CS) CMBC (Parks)
community and allotment groups.

Provide training to Parks maintenance staff CMBC (CS)

on managing sites for biodiversity.

5. Communications and publicity

Promote the importance of wildlife issues in CMBC (CS) HSS, YWT, EA
the urban area. (waterways)
Promote the importance of dealing |CMBC (CS) CMBC (Parks),
responsibly with green waste e.g. avoiding CMBC (SD)

Promote the concept of green gardening for
wildlife to the public.

CMBC (Parks)

HSS, YWT, CSF,
CMBC (CS)

Encourage garden bird feeding.

CMBC (CS)

RSPB

Promote public interest in wildlife value of
garden ponds.

CMBC (CS)

HSS, UVWN, CSF

Raise public awareness on the
needs of bats in relation
maintenance.

roosting
to house

CMBC (CS)

WYBG

Promote wild space in urban areas as an
educational resource to inform communities
about local wildlife.

CMBC (CS)

Wildlife Groups

Us e par ks as 6outdoog
schools. Run education days with workshops
on biodiversity.

CMBC (CS)

Organise urban development conference to
address issues with developers and planners.

WYBAP

CMBC (CS)

Produce and disseminate leaflets, briefings,
articles, press releases, events, walks, talks,
displays, training, website to raise
awareness of biodiversity.

CMBC (CS)

Promote national initiatives such as Garden
Bird Watch, Springwatch and Autumnwatch.

CMBC (CS)

All

Improve and increase signage an d on-site
interpretation in parks and other urban

greenspaces. Ensure management changes

CMBC (Parks)

CMBC (CS)
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are explained.

Set up a demonstration garden for wildlife.

CMBC (Parks)

CMBC (CS)

Plan Co- ordinator

Colin Duke, Halifax Scientific Society
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3. SPECIES ACTION PLANS

3.1 How the species were selected

The Calderdale Species Audit (Revised 2007) identified 321 species of conservation
concern. It is not intended that Species Action Plans be written for each of these

species. This would not be a g ood use of resources. The needs of many species are
catered for by the implementation of Habitat Action Plans, while others have
conservation needs which have been addressed by a generic Priority Species action
plan, which has been written to include actio ns applicable to all Priority Species.
Species Action Plans have been written for pink waxcap, twite and water vole. For each
of these species there are ongoing conservation initiatives. Please note that initiatives
for species without specific action plan s (listed in Appendix 1 and the Species

Audit) are addressed under the generic Priority Species Action Plan in para 3.3.

3.2 Format of the Species Action Plans

The format of the Species Action Plans follows a similar format to the Habitat Action
Plans.
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3.3 Priority Species

Current Status

Nationa

1250 species have been identified in the UK BAP as Priority Species or Species of
Conservation Concern. However, subsequent research and population declines has resulted in
many other species being recognised a s being of national conservation importance in such
publ i cat i dRadsListofBirds bf €onservation Concern '

Regional
The Yorkshire and Humber Biodiversity Forum published a draft list of species of regional
importance in 2003.

Local
The Calder dale Species Audit was published in November 2003. This document identifies
244 species of conservation i mportance, known ¢

Current factors causing loss or decline

Populations of Priority Species have declined due to a vast range of factors.

Current Action

e Halifax Birdwatchers Club and Halifax Scientific Society publish annual reports
listing species records.

Legal status

Several of the Priority Species are protected by legislation such as the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Targets
e To establish sustainable populations of all Calderdale Priority Species.
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Actions

Action Lead Other
Partner partners

1. Policy and Legislation

Ensure the needs of key species are taken DEFRA/RDS CMBC(CAFUL),

into account when developin g and adjusting NE, FWAG,

agri-environment schemes RSPB

Ensure that UDP policies are in place to CMBC (DP) CMBC (CAFU)

protect Priority Species

Consider the impact on Priority Species CMBC (DQ CMBC (CAFU)

when assessing planning applications

Take opportunities through the planning CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFU)

system to restore or create habitats for

Priority Species. Explore possibilities of

long term management agreements

Enforce legislation as appropriate CMBC (DC) CMBC (CAFUL),
NE, WYP

Consider designation as SEGI/SSSI of key NE / WYE CMBC (CAFUL),

sites for Calderdale Priority Species CMBC (DP)

2. Site safeguard and management

Ensure that all management plans take NE / WYE CMBC(CAFUL),

account of Priority Species Uu, YW, YWT

Id entify and implement opportunities to FWAG DEFRA, EA,

enhance or create habitat for the benefit NE, WYE,

of Priority Species CMBC(CAFUL),
uu, YW

3. Species management and

protection

4. Research and monitoring

Concentrate species recording effort son | WYE CMBC(CAFUL),

Priority Species NE, HBC,
RSPB

Cal der dal eds
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Prioritise species list to enable CMBC(CAFU) | BAP partners
conservation effort to be focussed on

those species of greatest conservation

importance

Maintain up to date records of Priority WYE CMBQCAFU),
Species NE, HBC, WYE
Determine the conservation requirements WYE CMBC(CAFUL),
of the lesser -known Priority Species NE, HBC,

RSPB
Issue amendments to the Species Audit CMBC(CAFU) | HBC, HSS,
annually and fully review in 2010 RSPB, TNHS,
UCWN

Encourage universities to conduct research CMBC(CAFU) | Academic

into Priority Species institutions
Highlight the status of Priority Species in HBC / HSS

reports

5. Advisory

Produce and distribute guidance notes NE / WYE FWAG,
outlining the conservation requirements of CMBC(CAFUL),
Priority Species Uy, YW

6. Regional

7. Communication and publicity

Raise awareness of the importance of CMBC(CAFU) | All BAP
Priority Species partners

Plan Co- ordinator
Hugh Firman, Countryside and Forestry Unit, Calderdal e Council
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